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THE GEORGIAN AND SOCIETY ISLANDS. 



LETTER I. 



ARRITAL AT TAHITI. 



Matavai Bay at Tahiti. ( 
' AogiMtlT, 1899. \ 

A CLUSTER of low islands and coral reefs lie? 
about midway, in a direct line, between the Wash- 
^ ingtort and Georgian groups, rendering the naviga- 
*.%• tion at that point somewhat intricate and dangerous. 
«r* From a supposition, -that we Knight be obliged to lie 
' ; (6 at night, when in that vicinity, we did not expect 
.^ to accomplish the passage from Nukubiva to Tahiti|. 
•' ,— a distance of seven hundred miles — ^in much less 
time than a week. 
In this, however, we were fevorably disappointed. 
'... • The trade wind proved unusually fine ; and having 
made the first of the low islands early on the 14th 
insfant — ^the second day from Taiohae — ^we suc- 
. ceeded in running by the whole chain the same eve- 
ning, and, with an open sea before us, hastened on 
our course with unchecked speed. 

Five of the bw islands — the Tikoas, the Palliser, 
and Elizabath island — ^were passed by us within two 
or three miles of their shores. Elevated a few feet 
only above the water, scarce in sight at a distance of 
six and eight miles, and but scantily tufted with 
graves of the cocoanut and pandanus, they present 
a 'Strong contrast to the loftiness and magnificent' 



8 THE LOW ISLANDS. 

scenery of the groups between which the j 
Though small — some fifteen or twenty miles oc^lj 
in circumference — they are inhalnted : but the sum.]^ 
sistence they afford is scanty and miserable, consi^r- 
ing almost exclusively, besides fish from the sea, of 
cocoanuts and the berry of the pandanus. 

Happily for the race dwelling upon them, though 
reduced in their outward circumstances almost to the < 
condition of the brute, the rich blessing of the gos- 
pel has reached their desolate shores. Through the 
influence of native missionaries from Tahiti, they 
havei within a few years, forsaken their idols and em- 
braced the religion of the cross — ^have learned to ' 
read — ^possess the scriptures in the Tahitian version' 
— and daily pay their vows to God by hjrmns and 
prayer, in neat and humble chapels of their owif * * 
workmanship. 

On Saturday, the 15th instant, at twdve o'dock„ 
we descried Matea, or the Island of Osnaburgh-*- • 
having run some distance from our course to make * 
it Perceiving it to be only a lofty, volcanic rock, i, 
rising abruptly from the water in a truncated cone- 
— once evidently a burning funnel — we did not ap- 
proach neaxer than twelve or fifteen miles ; and bore .. 
away for Tahiti, the principal of the Greorgian Isl- 
ands, of which we gained an indistinct view, forty 
miles distant, at sunset the same evening. 

Having been under short sail during the night, 
we were yesterday morning still ftir from land ; .and 
it was ten o'clock before we were near enough to 
Point Venus to send a boat on shore, previously to 
bringing the ship to anchor. 
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10 BOAEDED BY A NATIVE 

the beach, heavfly covered with groves of the 
fruit, cocoanut, and other luxuriant tropical 
stood in the purity of the morning, with a reft^^ ^^ 
nearness and beauty on the sight. 

Spacious chapels of the purest white, wVt:.^ 
merous lofty doors and windows — seeming in 
eye, after a residence of three years at the Sandv%;^^^ 
Islands, in the early stages of improvement the^^ 
like so many palaces amidst then* palmy groves^ 
were seen, at intervals of two and three miles, ^oni^ 
the water's edge, while the plastered and whitenei^ 
habitations of the missionaries and chieftains, and 
the cottages of .the common people, studded the shores 
in long perspective, till, at a distance of five and six 
miles on either side, low points, richly covered with 
cocoanut trees, terminated the view. 

The most conspicuous objects were now still the 
same ; but, with a noonday sun and misty atmosphere, 
they were seen under every disadvantage of shade 
and coloring, and excited a less Uvely admiration, 
than they otherwise would h&ve done. 

While two or three miles from Point Venus, we 
were boarded by a boat containing one of the infe- 
rior magistrates of the district, in a dress of nankeen 
pantaloons, round jacket of blue silk, white shirt, 
and black cmvat, with a Guayaquil hat. He intro- 
duced himself with great civility, and tendered his 
services to pilot the ship into the bay ; but Captain 
Finch learning from him, that there was a regular 
pilot appointed by the government, declined the 
offer till he should come off, and till Mr. Lardner> 
our sailing master, should go in with a cutter and 
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makesoqfie obflerration for himself, as to the bent an- 
chorage. 

In the meantime a boat was lowered, and hie^ 
tenant Domin dispatched on a visit to the Rev. Mr. 
Wilson, the resident missionary at Matavia. Hav- 
ing a slight personal acquaintance with Mr. Wil- 
son, I accompanied him. We were received very 
kindly by this gentleman on the beach, and accom- 
panied him to his cottage, a few rods distant, on the 
bank of a considerable river, running from the 
mountains through this part of the district. Finding 
him at leisure to go off to the ship, and knowing 
that our return would be looked for with impatience, 
after an introduction to Mrs. Wilson and her daugh- 
ters, and a few moments conversation, we took our 
leave till tlie Yincennes should be at anchor. 

The trade-wind was blowing very fresh, with a 
heavy sea for a small boat, and the row off was te- 
dious and impleasant ; we reached the ship withouf 
accident, however, and the pilot having at the same 
time joined her. we passed round the Dolphin — as a 
shoal, extending from Point Venus some distance 
along the shore, is called — and dropped anchor in- 
side of it, within a mile of the beach, nearly opposite 
a high red bank, called ^^ one tree hilL" 

Mr. Wilson remained to dinner with the captain, 
and then landed to secure permission from the proper 
authorities, for the interment of a lad who had died 
on board, the night previous, of a consumption. Some 
(Ejection was at first made by the natives, lest the 
disease, with which he had died, might have been 
contagious ; but when assured, that this was not the 
cajsie, a grave was prepared in the burial ground of 



12 GENERAL APPEARANCE OF 

the chapel ; in which, at sunset, with slow proc^^i^^ 
sion and an admonitory service, we deposited xJjg^ 
body — there to rest till " time shall be no longer/ ' 

I remained at Mr. Wilson's to tea, in company 
with the captain and surgeon ; and passed most or 
the evening at his cottage, in agreeable conversation* 
It was nine o'clock before we returned to the ship ; 
the row off was delightful — a fine moon throwing a 
double charm, by its brightness, over the loveUness of 
the scenery around. 

From an early hour in the morning till noon to- 
day, the Yincennes was crowded with people from 

and curiosity, for trade and barter. Ignorance of 
the comparative value of the artides they have to 
dispose of, and those they wish to secure ; and anxious 
to make the exchange at the highest rate of gain on 
their part, the exorbitance of their demands and their 
seeming cupidity, are in some cases such, as to be ex- 
ceedingly vexatious to those attempting to deal vnth 
them ; but, there is nothing of the wild shouting, 
rudeness, and nakedness, so annoying at Nukuhiva 
— nor any thing in their whole appearance that is of- 
fensive, or indicative of any trait of character not to 
be found, in every market-place in a civilized and 
Christian country. 

The effect produced on them by our band, in com- 
parison with that on the Nukuhivans, was very 
striking, and very pleasing. It is long since they 
have acquired a taste for the combination of sdunds 
characterizing the music of European countries; and 
since, they have learned themselves to sing various 
"^arts in sacred music, with correctness and some de- 
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Sree of taste. Though the Nukuhivans would 
listen to the band for a first time, with a kind of won- 
der and momentary gratification, it was evident they 
liod no particular relish for the style of music, or 
harmony of sounds produced by it ; and, doubtless, 
thought it unequal, in the pleasure it afforded, to the 
monotonous beat of the drum, and the dull recitative 
of their own songs — but here, when the musicians 
were ordered on deck, hundreds clustered round in 
the manifest expectation of a rich enjoyment ; and 
the moment they commenced playing, they hung in 
the rigging and upon the guns, in a silent delight, 
which none could avoid observing ; while many evi- 
dently drank in the strains of varied harmony, with 
all the luxury of enjo}naient of so many amateurs at 
home, at the performance of the first masters in the 
country. 

During the forenoon we had a visit fix)m the chief 
justice of the island — a respectable-looking, well- 
dressed, and dignified old man — at present at Mata- 
vai for the trial of several persons accusefl of sedition. 
He held a court at sunrise this morning, which I 
should have been glad to have attended, had I been 
apprised of it in time. Two or three persons were 
convicted of the transgression of special laws, and 
received the sentence annexed to the respective sta- 
tutes broken. 

You are aware, that before the death of Pomare 
XL, in 1821, a regular code of laws — including an 
equitable judiciary, and the important right of trial 
by jury — adapted to the state into which the nation 
had been brought, by a conversion from paganism to 
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OlitiiPCiaiifey, was dmwn up by the Bev. Mir. JV 
rif ibd iirit ittiMiofuuief that came to the idstir 
lukypted by the king and whole body of chiel& 
tic council* Every law has a specific pent 
tached — rendering the administration of justi< 
ilie guilt of a person is established, perfectly 
no discretion being left to the judge, in a modify 
tjf the sentence. The rehearsal of the law 
penalty, lioth of which are familiar to the per^ 
under trial — as every family is furnished with 
printed copy of the code — is the only judgment pr 
nounced. 

With the *^ Polynesian Researches " of our belove^ 
frinnd KUis before you, it will be unnecessary, how- 
ever, f<7r U10 to enter upon any elucidation of facts of 
flilH kind, that may come under my notice, during 
the visit we shall make at the Georgian and Society 
Islands. The original state of the people as found 
by the missionaries, their habits and customs, their 
religion, civil polity, and history — including the con- 
version of both groups from idolatry, the establish- 
ment of Christianity, and their present condition — 
are portrayed in his volumes with so much talent 
and luoh lively interest, with such perfect candor and 
minute correctness, and in such fiillness of informa- 
tion, that 1 at once refer you to them for every thing 
connected with this section of the South Sea% except 
the incidents which may pass under the immediate 
olwervation of m}^f and shipmates, the few days 
wo nmy remain within its limits. 
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LETTER n. 



HAKBOft Of PAPBltS. 



Ifotairal Bar, at Tahiti, 
Augoft 9601, 1839. 

Mr. and Mrs, Wilsmi and daughteis dined with 
€aptain Finch on Monday; and on Tuesday, a 
party from the ward-room and steerage, consisting of 
the lieutenants Stribling, Domin, and Iiardner, Dr. 
Wesselsy midshipmen Maury, Keith, Hawkins, and 
myself, visited the harbor of Papeete^ six or seven 
miles westward of Matavai. 

The scenery along the intervening shore, beautiful 
by nature — ^both in wild mountain and palmy plain 
— is now doubly so, from the neat cottages and lofty 
chapels, which, at the short intervals of two and 
three miles, insensibly blend thoughts of civilization 
and inety, with the impressions made on the mind 
by the luxuriance and grandeur of the natural 
imagery. We sailed the whole distance within a coral 
reef, which, shcurtly after leaving Matavai, lines the 
coast at a' half a mile from the beach to the entrance 
of the harbor, and arrived at Papeete at eleven 
o'clock. 

The bay, about three mUes in circumference, is 
formed by an indenture of the shore between two 
points covered with groves of cocoanut trees ; while 
the coral reef in front — through which there is an 
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^aawaot hf a narrow ship channel — ^with a smaB 
jiict b0ed upon it, protects it so fiilly firom the swdl 
<jf die sea, that it is, at all times, as smooth as a lake. 
The panorama, from the anchorage, is ikh and 
lonely. A qpacious and elevated white chapd pre- 
sents a conspicuous and pleaaing olgecl in the centre 
of the view inland. On one side of this, within a 
neat indosure planted with shrubbery, stands the 
cottage of the resident miasiooaiy; andon the otfaeri 
oomqxMiding to it, the paosh schod-hflvne: finom 
both of which the haWfiitiomi rf the natifes — mmut 
in the primitive and flome in the modem tftylaaf 
bidding— stretch in half cuJuw i M e d 
iJoiig the cumtfine of tliebeadi,to the 
points, jutting eta cidier hand, at a dblanot of hsJfm 
mile or moR^ in heavy groves iMwawh the net 
Clumps of Ae onngeand loDositae— of the U»- 
t^ and pnndBnn^ widi rick pIsHissiov nf An 
biead^nii^ OMBBnal, ad lmd4eaM iBHnn 
hme and Aon a tinde fne of the Uhrand 




ptrtssftJBg ftwgj i inn s d ; wUb kij nad alni* 
tivri<sffBl ftyMd isni m iiiisni mmmkmmh^ «ownpltafc 

lIlsdkMlcfc nOBBBSC 

limaAiBiiL a ENndb gmidlfimiiai aHuymaicihr st T^k 
liiti, nirf ^ O^auB EhadL tboe wiHiWHUHfar tcT nn 
I^MgtnAi i>wmr£ ismdacifl -on d^-fuiiflCD aAr<ilf4ii: 
Mtwrf — 4ifiAi tf nftima lad vinaad Aif IRtanemis 
(he &M (Asjr 4f hsr mactoA. liiHBnirinjr tfiom ^diam. 
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Station, was quite ill, we accompanied them to their 
oottage, before calling at the missioii house. 

At twelve o'clock, we paid our respects lo Mr. and 
Sirs. Pritchard ; and were delighted with the neat- 
ness, taste, and beauty of their humble dwelling. 
IMr. Pritchard, a well educated and intelligent man, 
though much indisposed, received us with great cor- 
diality and kindness ; and in Mrs. Pritchard, we were 
pleased to meet, in this happy and honorable exile, 
a refined and lovely woman. Their little parlor — 
though furnished with a plainness and simpUcity ap- 
propriate to the situation and character of the occu- 
pants—wore an aspect of refinement and cultivation 
that bespoke a familiarity with more polished scenes 
than those in which they are now found. Two 
fines, healthful, and neatly dressed children, beside 
their mother oh a sofa, added greatly to the charm 
of a home scene, so wdcome to us, after the exhibi- 
tiopB of heathenism with which we had been coa- 
versant at Nukuhiva. An hour passed rapidly 
away under such circumstances ; when we took 
leave, to pass over the bay to the islet in firont of the 
harbor, where we had made arrangements to partake 
a tepoBtj furnished firom stores brought with us from 
the Yincennes. ^ 

This is a delightfiil little spot ; a few rods only in 
oiicvmfiBrence, but covered with groves, in miniature, 
of aihnoBt every variety of growth found on the main- 
land. Beneath the thick shade of these, fimned by 
a refreshing sea breeze, we enjoyed our pic-nic till it 
became time to return to the ship^ as we intended 
caBing on the way at a point two miles abor^ 
Vol. n. 3 



% 
^ 



18 PLANTATION OF MR'. BICKNELL. 

occupied by Mr. Bicknell, an English plant^ 

at the missionary station, under the superintend^^^ 

of the Rev. Mr. Nott, in sight of Matavai. 

The habitation of Mr. Bicknell is a respect^^/^ 
new frame building — ^weather boarded at the ardl^^ 
and end with a roof of tliatch in the native style--..^ 
the wooden part being neatly painted in cream colos^ 
with doors, Venetian blinds, and a covered veranda 
in green. Within, the arrangement, finish, and fur* 
niture, correspond with the neatness, and even ele- 
gance, for this part of the world, of the exterior : 
while horses and mules, herds of cattle and flocks of 
goats m the adjoining enclosures — a sugar mill and 
boilers, and a warehouse filled with beautifully 
grained sugar, molasses, and rum — testify to the re- 
sources, and promising circumstances of the propri- 
etor. On landing, in front of the establishment, 
we were received at the gate, and very kindly wel- 
comed by Mr. Bicknell, introduced to Mrs. Bicknell, 
and welcomed to the hospitality of his house. 

From this point, a part of our number walked 
akng the beach to the residence of Mr. Nott. It 
was quite ^lark before we reached his grounds, and 
we called with the intention of stopping a moment 
only ; but the kindness and hospitality of himsetf 
and wife obliged us to remain to a cup of tea ; and - 
it was late in the evening, before, much gratified wiftii ■ 
our visit, we rejoined our barge, and rowed in safety 
beneath a lovely sky, the remaining distance to the 
Yincennes. 

On Thursday, I made a second visit to. Papeete, 
with Lieutenants Magruder and Sullivan, and Mid- 
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«h^men Irving, Mauiy, Taylor, and Anthony. We 
spent the day much in the manner of the last ; but 
itk returning, young Anthony and myself took a 
tum[Mke, which has been constructed almost entirely 
around the island — ^adistance of near a hundred miles 
— asfarasMr.Nott's,atPare. This road is a fine and 
praiseworthy work for such a people — the labor prin- 
cipally of convicts, proved guilty of various breaches 
of the laws. It is a broad, gravel way, extending, 
for the most part, ki a direct line from point to point 
along the coast, smoothly and well finished, and 
provided with narrow bridges of plank over the 
water courses and streamlets, running from the 
mountains to the sea. Thickly embowered with 
luxuriant groves of various trees — skirted, here and 
there, with the humble but comfortable habitations 
of the islanders — opening occasionally upon a bright 
glade or extensive meadow land, with fine views 
of the mountains on one side, and the ocean on the 
other, it is, in many places, beautiful as a drive in the 
pleasure grounds of an American mansion, or the 
park of a gentleman in England. 

The distance we travelled over it at this time, was 
about three miles ; and we were treated with great 
^cmlity and kindness by all whose habitations we 
•passed, and by those met on our way. Within 
4MN>ut a mile of Mr. Nott's, a side road leads to the 
foini occupied by the residences of the royal chief- 
tains ; and we turned into it, for the purpose of visit- 
ing their establishment. 

Pomare III., only surviving son of Pomare II., 
hating died in his childhood two years since, while 
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H?<k JW aei^bixMritt^ «iaDd of Eimeo or Mocea, 
is.^Y^ luodre cre^iKTUily call it, was succeeded 
»N.^s:tiii>e auilk>ruy of Tahiti, Eimeo, Tabuae-i 
^\ s^ Cieof ge SaudeiB' Island — ^which three caa^^ 
(u(o ihe Georgian cluster — ^by an only sister, un^ 
the ^lyla of Poinare Vahine L of Tahiti, or the 
iiuJo Ponuur6 I. of Tahiti She is now about 
«»^hteeu, and has been married some years to the 
olildst son of the prince, or head chief of Tahaa, one 
of the Society Islands, a hundred miles or more 
northwest of Tahiti and Eimeo* 

Tamatoa, king of Raiatea, the principal island of 
ihai group is the maternal grand&ther of the young 
4ueen, and she with her husband, mother, and an 
tiimt — both daughters of the king of Raiatea, and 
associated in a r^ency during the minority of the 
4ueen^-is at present on a visit there. We of course 
did not expect to find any person of much distinction ; 
and were received by an inferior chief and his wife, 
Ibft in charge of the establishment during the absence 
of the party. 

These two are arespectable coujde of middle age ; 
and occupy a large, airy, and well kept house, 
standing near the sea side. A Sandwich Island wo- 
man is residing with them at present — t^ wife of an 
Hawaiian, sent to Tahiti by Governor Boki, of Oahu, 
as supercargo of the br^ Ainoa, in a voyage from 
which she has just returned to the Sandwich Isl- 
ands. The supercargo has remained, to dispose of 
tlie goods ; and is, at pres^it, with the queen's party 
at the Society Islands, while his wife keeps a shq> 
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fer the disposal of Chibiese goods, blank books, sta- 
tionery, slates, p^cils, &c., and various articles of 
haittware, all in demand here, and purchased 
for cocoanut oil' and arrow root. It is not believed, 
however, from the character of the agent, that this 
attempt in commercial enterprise will prove very 
profitable to the governor. 

The point is covert with majestic and delightful 
groves, beneath which is the habitation of the queen, 
and the dwellings of her immediate dependents. 
Her house of frame, wattled and plastered, has an 
entrance, hall, and four rooms on the ground floor, 
besides an attic ; and is a neat and comfortable 
building, but, in. the absence of the royal party, un- 
furnished and shut up. 

The matisoleum of Pomar6 II. — in which the 
remains of his son Pomare III. are also deposited — 
like the dwelling of the queen, is a white plastered 
house, in a large enclosure, embowered in the deepest 
shades of the groves. Near it, a section of the great 
royal chapel erected by him after his conversion to 
Christianity, is still standing ; and is kept in good 
repair as a school-house. The original area of the 
building was more than seven hundred feet in length, 
by fifty in breadth. 

A short distance farther towards Matavai, on an 
elevated and conspicuous site, stands the chapel of 
the Rev. Mr. Nott — a neat, well-finished, and even 
e\egeM {dace of worship. It is an oval, ninety-eight 
feet in length by fifty in breadth, two stories high, 
with numerous windows furnished With Yenetiati 
blinds. The roof is a beautifal thatch ; and the 

3» 
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door, sMlfl^ mod paifkf^ nealljr w wiugh t ftom tinbo 
of tbe bKad^ok tree. The whole ii of aative 
workmaiidup; and would compue to adfimttgrj 
boih ia appeeiaace and eomkaif with most comitiy 
churches^ in any pari et the Uiulcd Slates. We 
j<»ned the boat again at this spot, and reached the 
Yincennes early in the evening* 

On a following day, 1 made the same exeoisioQ 
for a third tnne, with Captain Fmdi and a flmafl 
party. In gcsng we sailed outside the reef, and en» 
tered the harbor by the ship diannd. The only inr 
cident of interest, varjring this fiom the preceding 
yisils, was the attendance of an hoar at a acboA 
under the charge of Mr. Pritchard. The number 
of schdars was about one hundred and fifty of both 
sexes, from six, to ten and twdve years of age. It is 
established on the monitorial system; and the exhi- 
bition made by the pupils of native intelligence, and 
their proficiency in reading and writing, in re- 
hearsing hymns and portions of scripture, in an- 
swermg catechetical questions, and in singing, were 
such as greatly to interest and gratify us ; and to 
elicit from Captain Finch — in an address to the 
scholars, interpreted by Mr. Pritchard — ^high enco- 
miums on the attainments they had already made, 
and warm encouragement to a persevering attention 
to the means of improvement and intel%ence with 
which they are favored. 

The handwriting of many was quite equal to that 
of children of the same age, in schools in America ; 
and the elder scholars are pursuing an elementary 
course in arithmetic, geogmj^y, and history. Very 
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few district scbodb in the interior of our own country, 
are accommodated with so pleasant, convenient, and 
spacious a school-house ; and no school that could 
be visited, would present an appearance of greater 
neatness in thtf^children, more brightness and happi- 
ness of look, modesty of ap{iarel, and order and pro- 
priety of deportment. Schools of a similar kind are 
under the daily superintendence of the missionaries 
at every station ; and facilities for securing the arts 
of reading and writing at least, are thus afforded to 
the Whde population. 



•I 



LETTER in. 

. A TAHITIAN SABBATH. 

MaUTBi Bay at Tahiti, > 
Aiigiiit»d»18a0. i 

The first missionaries to the Georgian Islands, 
having made the voyage from England by the Cape 
of Good Hope, without an allowance for the gain of 
time in sailing eastward, were on their arrival at Ta* 
hiti, a half day and more in advance of visitors, coming 
to the islands by Cape Horn. This difimnce still 
continues ; and, consequently to4ay, though only 
Satiurday, the 22d, in the reccnrd on board the Yin- 
oennes, is Sunday, the 23d, on diore. 

A nuinber of the officers and eiew attended the 
servioes of Mr« Wilson's ciaopeli both in the morning 
and afternoon* The. exerases on each occasion 
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were so similaF, that I shall speak only df those of 
the morning worship, which I witnessed, in company 
with Captain Finch and a party from the wardrioom 
and steerage. 

We landed at nine o'clock, previously to which 
we had seen the people, in large numbers, going to, 
and returning from, a prayer meeting at sunrise. 
Hearing the sound of recitations in the school-house 
— a neat and comfortable building between the cot- 
tage of Mr. Wilson and the chapel — we directed our 
course to it. A sabbath school, consisting of about 
one hundred and fifty boys and girls, from the ages 
of three and four years to fifteen and seventeen, was 
hsm'^Assembled, in which several respectable, middle 
aged inen acted as teachers and superintendents^ 
while others of the same age and character walked 
along the passages at the sides and centre of 
the building, holding long, slender rods of the light 
hibiscus, with which to touch any of the younger 
scholars, when disposed to be mischievous and txou- 
blesome. Many of theparents and friends were also 
present as spectators. 

When we entered, the whole school was repeating 
the answers of a catediism simultaneously, with 
great promptitude and conectness. This was fol- 
lowed by a refitation from the Bible, in which one 
tohdar woidd rehearse a section of a chapter, and 
another that succeeding-'^us alternating from in- 
dividual to individual, and from class to dass, with 
the greatest readiness ; and manifesting, by the un- 
hesitating manner in which they continued the exer> 
oise from verse to verse^ and chapter to chapter, 
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no • ordinary t^oacity and strength of memorj. A 
hymn was then sung, in which all joined; when the 
school was closed with an appropriate prayer by the 
superintendent. Mrs. Wilson and her daughters were 
present as teachers a,nd managers of the female 
scholars; and in the whole aspect of the school, 
there was a cleanliness and propriety of dress, and 
personal appearance,^ and an intelligence and order 
equcd to those found in any of the kind in A)ur 
own country. 
While at prayer, ^ 

" The sound of the church-going' bell," 

with its sweet and elevating associations in the pious 
mind^ began to reach us from a neighboring grove^ 
and shortly after, the scholars, in a piocession^af two 
and two — ^the boys led by a native superintendent, 
and the girls by Mrs. Wilson and her daughters — 
quietly made their way to a temple of God, founded 
within the last fifteen years, on the ruins of altats 
which for time unknown had been steeped in blood. 
Crowds of idanders, of every grade, were also seen 
gathering, by well-made gravel walks, leading in 
various directions, beneath the thick shade of the 
trees covering the point, to the same spot, all dad in 
neat and modest apparel, {principally white, of thdr 
own or foreign manufacture : and exhibiting in their 
whole aspect, a dignity and respectability of charac- 
ter becoming a Christian people. Almost every in- 
dividual had in his hand a copy of the portions of 
the scripture,- translated into the language of the 
group, and a book of hymns. 
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TIm chapel is a large and neat building, one him* 
dNd and ten feet long, and forty broad ; lofty, airy, 
«ik1 well finished in all its parts, and wholly of native 
workmanship. The number of worshippers amounted 
to about four hundred — the usual congregation at 
dm place — including almost entirely the papula- 
tion of tho vicinity. The whole appearance of the 
peo|)lo — their attention and seeming devotion, during 
tlia exercises of reading the scriptures, singing, prayer, 
and preaching — ^^^as as markedly decorous as would 
1)0 expected or seen, in America or England : and 
MUch as to make a deep impression on my own 
luind. A single glance around, was sufficient to 
4X>nvince the most scefticsl observer of the success 
atid benefit of raiasicnis to the heathen ; for it could 
nut Ijc made, without meeting the plainest demcm- 
nirniUittf that such can be lescoed from all the rude- 
tifNM and wildoesf of their original condition, can be 
liriiU|(hi i0 a slate of deanlineas and modesty in thdr 
imrmtml appearance, can be taught to read and to 
wriU» -'(or nxanj) besides the intelligent and iamiliar 
I IMS irf" the ftcripUmai and their hymn book, took notes 
in |M»MJ1 (if the wsaofXk ddivo-ed — in a word, can 
im UMiu4amed into all that dirilizaikin and Chris- 
iiattitir yflfiriwHifcf to man* 

kiUst WisaMp we fercmed a large portion of the 
tnfakUa a^ed mad ddeily men, and many of tlie 
jTMltifer to remain in the cfaapd, vA3e an equal 
pr49|Mli«A of the females repured to the scl^^ 
iPu trnftttio^ ihe otject of Ihk, we leuiMd tkat it 
wtm cuwtoOQEirf fer the tficmberB of tbe dmrcfa, and 
pusfmfiu wmonAf ^spoeedy to epeod a half hoar or 
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more after service, ia conversadon on the subject of 
the discourse of the missionary, imd in prayer for a 
blessing upon its truth to themselves, and to all who 
heard it. 

Qetween the hours of public worship, I joined the 
misaiOn family in an English service of singing, 
reading, and prayer, in Mr. Wilson's parlor. The 
gr^ttest quietude reigned around ; and the whole ex- 
ternal observance of the day by the natives, in a sus- 
pension of all ordinary occupations and amusements, , 
was such as to be worthy the imitaticm of older and 
more enlightened Christian nations. 



LETTER IT. 

VISIT to BIlOBOi AMD ARRIVAL AT THB BOOIRTT ISLANDS. 

Island of Raiatea, { 
% Sept. Ifft, 18S8. S 

On the morning of the 26th ult., a party, of which 
I made one, sailed in two boats for the island of 
Eimeo, or Moorea, twelve or fifteen miles west of 
Tahiti. The Rev. Mr. Wilson kindly accompanied 
us in the excursion. On reaching the north end of 
the island, for which we steered on leaving Matavai, 
we entered within a reef skirting it at a distance of a 
quarter of a mile, and passing by the mouth of the 
bay of Paopao, or Cook's harbor-^at present uninha- 
bited — ^reached the missionaty settlement at Papetoai, 
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.^i Um bay of 0(MUiohu, or Tain, a few miles fiurther 
^'t^ ^rly in the afternoon. 

The scenery along the northern shore, is delightfiil 
- Mh hayt) lying cradled, like lakes, in the midst of 
iikmutaini of the most picturesque wildness, and of 
the rioheiat verdure. The whole surface of Eimeo is 
much more broken than that of Tahiti ; and from 
whatever \mni viewed, its contour abounds in lofty 
^mmacleij and shafi^i of wooded rock and mountain. 
W e were received on the beach by the Rev. Mr. ^mp- 
dua, and most hospitably entertained by himself and 
lady, and Mrs. Armitage, at their comfortable dwell- 
lu^d, Mr. Armitege was absent at Afareaitu, a sta- 
tion we afterward visited on the eastern side of the 

l^a|)etoai does not differ materially from Matavai 
aial Vti\H*jiUt, in the evidences of civilization and 
|ticity it preMentH. The chapel is very superior, and 
iiiurtt nulMantial than any other building yet erected 
III tim Houth BeOS, being of hevni coral, not dissimi- 
liii ill ItM A|>fiearance to a light free-stone or marble. 
U in All octagon, sixty or seventy feet in diameter, 
Wt>ll plontored and whitewashed within, and fur- 
iiiiilMid with convenient seals coostructed of the timber 
iif (lie bread-fruit tree. The gallery, and a handsome 
pulf^iif ar« of the saane material. 

(iorly Uie next morning we left for A&reaitu, re- 
Uiming to the northeast point inside of the reef, and 
Uiwi coasting along the eastern shore, eight or ten 
iu)k$f to a liule islet marking the entrance of the 
harbor. Afiueitu is a lovely spot, «unounded by 
magnificent and beautifril objects. The South Sea 
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cu^emy, chapel, and cottages of the natives — stretch- 
ing in a long line of whiteness around the bay, at 
the water's edge, beneath mountains springing almost 
p^pendicularly more than three thousand feet high — 
present a delightful scene as you row in from the 
sea ; and show what additional beauty the hand of 
art and civilization can scatter over the splendors of 
natural scenery. 

The Rev. Mr. Orsmond, principal of the academy, 
and Mr. Blossom-^-associated with him in the secular 
affairsof the institution andof the missionary station — 
gave us a most cordial and hospitable reception. We 
had the gratification also of meeting Mr. Armitage, 
who is preparing to remove his femily from Papetoai 
to A&reaitu, and to establish a cotton manufactory at 
the latter place, after an unsuccessful experiment at 
the former. 

On this subject, however, and on others of a simi- 
lar kind, as well as on the South Sea Academy, its 
design, success, &c., I must again refer to the " Poly- 
nesian Researches" of our friend Ellis, in which you 
will find every desirable information respecting 
them. 

During the afternoon of Thursday, we made a 
water party for the missionaries and children of the 
academy, and visited the islet on the reef in front of 
the settlement. It commands a beautiful view of 
bay and mountains; and I occupied the time we 
were upon it, principally in taking a sketch, to add 
to the collection already in my portfolio. 

Our kind ^ends furnished us with a repast before 
dawn on the morning of tlie 28th ; and immediately 

Vol. II. 4 
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after, bidding them farewell, with grateful feelingB 
for the hospitality with which we had been enter- 
tained, we left Uie harbor, on our return to the shipi 
while the stars were yet twinkling in the sky. Early 
in the day, the trade wind set in so freshly that the 
channel between the islands became very rough; 
and we were glad to secure an entrance through the 
reef, twelve or fourteen miles to the leeward of Mata- 
vai. It was in the vicinity of the missionary station 
occupied by the Rev. Mr. Darling — of whose resi- 
dence and printing establishment, chapel, and the 
habitations of the islanders in the vicinity, we had a 
fine, though distant sight 

On gaining the harbor of Papeete, we landed, on 
tlie island at its mouth, to partake of some refiresh- 
ment in the coolness of its groves. The necessity of 
looking to our provision-chest, however, was antici- 
pated by the arrival of Mr. Pritchard in his boat from 
the shore, with one or two attendants bearing a tray 
of deUcacies, politely furnished by Mrs. Pritchard, 
who, aware of the necessity we should be under of 
returning by Papeete, and of the probability of our 
arriving weary and exhausted, had in this manner 
kindly home us in mind. On re-embarking we 
called at the mission-house to make our acknowledg- 
mentSi and Idt in time only to reach the Yincennes, 
ila aeasonaUe hour, in the evening. 

On the fini sabbath we were at Matavai, Mr. 

• Srildiiid praached cm board the Yincennes, and with 

lihe Bs?. Mr. Grooki from a distant station on the 

■pgflmm aide of the idandi spent the day with us ; 

nd OD tho lasti Mr. Pritchardi Mr. Wilson, Mr. 
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Marenhaut, and Captain Brock, were at worship, and 
dined on board. In the evening Mr. Stribling and 
myself went on shore to take leave of Mrs. Wilson 
and her daughters ; and at ten o'clock oh Monday, 
the Vincennes took her anchor, and bore away for 
th6 Society Islands, a hundred miles distant. 

It was the intention of Captain Finch to have 
touched at Huahine, the most eastern of this group ; 
and last evening after passing Tabuae-manu, at too 
great a distance to discern it distinctly, I retired to 
my cot, with the pleasing anticipation of making an 
early visit on shore at Fare, the station and settle- 
ment in pastoral charge of the Rev. Mr. Barff, long 
the colleague, and still the intimate friend of Mr. 
Ellis. The wind, however, was light and unfavora- 
ble during the night, and by morning we had fellen 
80 much to the leeward of the whole island, that it 
was determined to proceed without delay to Raiatea, 
also in sight I was greatly disappointed ; and could 
scarce feel reconciled to the idea of not visiting, at 
least for an hour, the scene of the principal residence 
in the South Seas of one I so highly respect and so 
sincerely love. 

Huahine, though not so wild in contour, is equally 
verdant and beautiful in its general appearance as 
Eimeo — and its characteristic features very like the 
central sections of Oahu, at the Sandwich Islands. 
When nearest to it, we were not more than ten 
miles from its western shore, with this island and 
Tahaa on the north of it, in full view — while Bora- 
bora, a fourth in the group, appeared loftily but dimly 
in the distance. 

it 
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after, bidding tli' ^ :iMiciied so near the 

for the hospital r ^ ^^2Jt:2iruish the chapel 
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gers of a hand, into the sea — the only object on it, 
in distinct view, being a stately chapel, which rises 
like a palace on the eye, against the darkness of the 
hills behind. Still further in the east, Ues the open 
ocean, separated from us only by the reef —a few 
hundred rods distant — on which a never ceasing surf 
rises, crests, and breaks, in a thousand forms of 
varied beauty, as it sends its voice " of many waters" 
far along the echoing shore. While behind us are 
the tufted islets, marking the passage by which we 
entered, with numerous palmy points along the coast 
of Raiatea, and Huahine across a wide channel in 
the distance. 

Our arrival attracted Uttle attention ; not a canoe 
came off, nor did any collection of persons on the 
shore, or other appearance, indicate the childish ex- 
citement usual, among uncivilized people, on such 
occasions. From the pilot we learned, that Tama- * 
toa, the king of Raiatea, and the whole royal party 
from Tahiti, were at the adjoining island of Tahaa ; 
and it was not till the cool of the evening, that any 
of the ship's company landed. I then went on shore, 
with several gentlemen of the ward-room. 

The landing is on a substantially laid quay of 
coral, where we met an intelligent lad of twelve 
years, — the son of Rev. Mr. Williams, the missionary 
of the station. He informed us that his father was 
at the chapel, delivering a customary weekly lecture; 
and on directing our walk up the street, we met and 
returned with him to the mission house, and were 
introduced to Mrs. WiUiams and her family. Their 
establishment is more neat and rural, and more com- 

4* 
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fortable in its whole arrangement, than any we have 
before seen. The house is large and convenient — 
having three pleasant rooms in front, opening by 
large folding doors on a veranda extending the entire 
length of the buildii^ — and commands, across an 
inclosure filled with shrubbery, fruit, and flowers, 
a fine view of the ocean. Every thing around 
looked neat and prosperous ; and, on taking a walk 
through the village, we found the same features 
marked, in a greater or less degree, on the habitations 
and appearance of the people every where. Still, 
we are told, that the evidences of improvement in 
the arts and manner of life here, are not equal to 
those exhibited at the neighboring island of Hua- 
hine. 

On a long^coral wharf, near the residence of the 
king — and from that circumstance called the king's 
wharf — a small vessel of Mr. Williams' is under- 
going repairs, and the keel of another, of forty or 
fifty tons, belonging to the king, is laid. The tim- 
bers in both, are of the tamanu — inophyllum cai- 
lophyllum — a native tree, thought equal to the 
American live oak for ship building ; and the work- 
men, islanders mider the direction of an English 
carpenter. 
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LETTER V. 

IHTERTIKW WITH THE KINO TAJf ATOA, AND A SABBATH AT 

BAIATEA. 

bland of RaiateSi ) 
Sept Sth, 18S9. ) 

Mr. Williams called upon Captain Finch and the 
officers of the ship, early on the morning after our 
'arrival, and there has been since, a daily and abnosi 
hourly interchange of civility and kindness between 
the Yincennes and mission house. Some of our 
number spend every evening on shore ; and Mr. and 
Mrs. Williams and family, and Mi's. Hunter, the wife 
of a Captain Hunter, at present on the South Ame- 
rican coast, have passed a day with us on ship board. 

Learning that the wife of the king had not ac- 
companied him to Tahaa, Captain Finch and my- 
self paid her a visit on the morning of the 3d 
instant. The king's house is a respectable building 
of frame, wattled, plastered, and whitewashed, in the 
manner now extensively introduced throughout the 
Georgian and Society Islands. It is in the cottage 
style, of one stoiy, with a roof of thatch, and has 
four rooms on the floor — one large and airy, used as 
a reception hall, and the others smaller, appropriated 
as sleeping and dressing apartments. The former 
has four glazed windows and two large doors — one 
in pannels of wood opening on the street, and the 
other of glass, towards the sea^ from which it is 
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separated by a small inclosure of grass and shrub- 
bery. 

We were shown mto this, while the queen, who 
was at another residence, was informed of our wish 
to see her. The wood work is neatly painted, the 
floors covered with fine mats, and the walls lined 
with settees of native workmanship, from the timber 
of the bread-fruit, with seats and backs of beautifriUy 
braided cord of the fibre of the cocoanut husk. We 
took the liberty of opening the doors of the adjoining 
rooms, and found them all furnished with well-made 
bedsteads, covered with several thicknesses of soft 
mats, in place of matresses, and spread with coun- 
terpanes of India print. A drapery of white tapa, 
or native cloth, around the windows and on canopies 
over the beds, gave an air of great neatness and 
comfort to the whole. Many of the cottages of the 
common people, into which we looked, bear, both 
within and without, similar marks of order and re- 
spectability. 

The queen soon arrived, attended by four or five 
pretty looking young women, in European dresses. 
She is fifty or sixty years of age, and highly respect- 
able in her appearance, with traces of early beauty 
still discoverable, in her features and expression of 
countenance. Her dress was a loose slip of white 
cambric, with a pau, or native petticoat, of blue and 
white, in cross-bar over it ; and a long shawl and 
straw bonnet. She is very sedate in her manners ; 
and deported herself with great propriety during the 
interview. Immediately after the arrival of the Vin- 
cennes, an express had been dispatched for the king, 
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and she informed us, that he would probably reach 
Raiatea early the same evening. 

This was the case ; and yesterday morning, Cap- 
tain Finch, accompanied by the surgeon and Lieu- 
tenants Dornin, Magruder, Lardner, and myself, 
waited upon him. We were received in the same 
room as on the preceding day ; and the interview 
with Mr. Williams, as interpreter, was interesting 
and pleasant. Tamatoa, without being corpulent, 
is one of the tallest and largest men I ever saw. 
Standing, when he rises — ^ia gigantic proportions 
of limb and muscle — fully a head and shoulders 
above all around him. He is dignified in his man- 
ner, and converses with much good sense and intel- 
ligence. The captain informed him of the general 
objects of the visit of the Vincennes to the South 
Seas ; of the policy he was instructed by our govern- 
ment, and desirous himself, to pursue ; and tendered 
the services of the ship, in any manner he might 
wish, during the period of our stay. He expressed 
himself much gratified, and thankful for the kindness 
of the governtnent, and the politeness of^he com- 
mander of the man-of-war. 

On our way to the mission house, afterwards, we 
made a second call upon his wife, at a house occu- 
(Hed by her during the visit of the queen of Tahiti, 
to whom she has relinquished the use of the principal 
royal establishment. The building is a fine speci- 
men of the original, native style of architecture — 
an oval some sixty feet in the longest diameter — sur- 
mounted by a beautiful roof of thatch, ten or twelve 
fe^ high at the eaves, and twenty or more in the 
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centre. The sides and ends are composed of straight, 
round poles fastened perpendicularly in the ground, 
and lashed together at r^ular intervals of an inch, 
60 as to admit an abundance of light and air within. 
The poles being of a white wood, and the thatch 
finished with the greatest neatness, the whole has a 
very pretty aspect ; and would furnish a model fot a 
rustic pavilion, or summer house, in a park at home. 
The ground strewn with grass and laid with mats, 
constituted the floor. 

We found the queen, like those of " olden time," 
in the midst of her maidens, at work — not at the 
loom or embroidering frame — ^but in weaving the 
more beautiful of the mats, manufactured at the 
islands. That which she was herself platting, not 
being so fine as some of the rest, she apologized fi)r 
it, by reraarkmg, that when young, no one excelled 
her in the art, but now that she was old, she was inr 
capable of rivalling others. The example of occu- 
pation and industry thus presented, in the household 
of the first female in the nation, was pleasing and 
praiseworthy ; and she seemed gratified by the com- 
mendation it called from our party. Both the king 
and queen are very decidedly and sincerely pious ; 
and I observed, with pleasure, a Testament and 
hymn book, lying within reach of each of the fe- 
males at work — evidently for use and not display, as 
our visit was entirely unexpected to them, and not in- 
tended by ourselves, till at the door of the house. 

In the evening, Tamatoa took tea with Lieuten- 
ant Stribling and myself, at the mission house ; and 
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is manifestly a sensible, dignified, and truly Christian 
ruler. 

To-day has been the sabbath, on shore. The 
chapel here, like all we saw at the windward group, 
IS large, well built, and a noble edifice, for such a 
people. It is not less than a hundred and twenty 
feet in length, and proportionately wide, calculated 
to seat two thouseoid hearers. The usual congrega- 
tion varies firom a thousand to twelve hundred. The 
number assembled to-day amounted to about eleven 
hundred ; all Well and neatly clad, and exhibiting in 
their whole appearance and manner of attending the 
advice, every characterigrtic of civilization, respecta- 
bility and piety, found in any common congregation 
ia the United States. But for the color of the audi- 
ence, indeed, it would have been difficult for any one 
to believe himsj^lf worshipping with those, who, till 
within a few years, had been lost in all the gross vice, 
licentiousness, and wildness of paganism. The 
flight was at once ddightful and affecting. 

The dress of the men, from the king to the most 
Viin^p(»rtant individual present, consisted of a white 
flhirt, and black silk or colored cravat, with a fine 
fiinged mat, several yards in length, or a piece of 
muslin or calico of the same size, wrapped loosely 
jBtom the loins to the knee, in a manner to resemble 
the drawers or trowsers of the eastern nations. A 
itraw hat worn out-doors finished the attire. The 
females, in general, were in white muslin slips, with 
huge mantles of calico or of native cloth over them ; 
and bonnets of straw. Many, however, were dressed 
altp^etjier in the European fashion, except the unbe* 
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coming deficiency in our eyes, of shoes and sUm^* 
ings-^a luxury scarce attainable by the first chief- 
tains in the group. 

The old queen was conspicuous, in a white India 
muslin, handsomely made^ with yellow silk hand* 
kerchief, fine ruff, satin sash, and modish straw hat 
and trimmings — a present from the governor of New 
South Wales. In many accidents of feature and 
manners, this individual is uncommonly like one of 
the most distinguished of our elderly female fri^ids. 

Captain Finch, and a dozen of the ofi&cers attended 
the chapel in the morning. Arrangements had been 
made to take the band along, to play a few pieces of 
sacred music at intervals in the service, for the grati- 
fication of many, who would have no other opp(Htu- 
nity of witnessing the performance of the musicians. 
The exercises began, as on board ship, with the Por- 
tuguese hymn. I was fearful that the novelty might 
occasion some confusion : but it did not in the least. 
There was not the slightest unbecoming excitement ; 
not even among the children, who took their seats 
together, as they entered in long procession from the 
sabbath school. 

It was the day of the communion ; and after the 
general congregation had been dismissed, about three 
hundred of both sexes, and of a variety of i^es, 
with solemnity, and seemingly deep interest, partook 
of the emblems of the broken body and shed blood of 
Him, who gave his life a ransom for many. Much as 
the sincerity and piety of the church members in the 
Islands, have been doubted by the calumniators of the 
mission, from all I have observed and known, fuiid 
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from all passing before me on this occasion, I was 
led to the fervent prayer, that I might myself, at last, 
be equally worthy, with many of these, of a seat at 
the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

Mr. Stribling and myself spent the evening with 
Mr. and Mrs. Williams. This we almost invariably 
do ; and never without being deeply impressed by 
hearing, in the stillness of the night, the melody of 
the native hymn falling on the ear, in various direc- 
tions, from the little cottages of islanders, as they en- 
gage in their evening devotions. Family worship, 
consisting of the reading of a portion of scripture, 
of a hymn, and of prayer, is universally practiced, 
not only in Raiatea, but throughout the whole na- 
tion. 



LETTER VI. 

AVBIENCB WITH THE QUEEN OF TAHITI, AND VISIT OF 
THE CHIEFS ON BOARD SHIP. 

Island of Raiatea, \ 
Sept. 8th, 18S9. ( 

On the evening of the 6th inst., the queen of 
Tahiti, the dowager her mother, an aunt holding 
the office of regent, with a train of inferior chieftains, 
and a suite of followers, said to be the most lawless 
company in the two groups, arrived in two small ves- 
sels from Tahaa ; and on the succeeding morning, 
a visit of ceremony was paid to the party, by Captain 

Vol. n. 5 
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• 

Finch, and a number <tf the officers of the Yin* 
cennes. 

The reputation of the Tahitian chieftains is &r 
from being unspotted. The regent and dowager are 
both excommunicated members of the chcirch ; and 
the young queen's character, according to common 
rqxnt, is not saans reprdche. Thdr whole appear- 
ance, however, was most decorous ; and surpasMdi in 
respectability, every anticipation we had been lied to 
entertain. The interview took place, in the apart- 
ment abeady described, in the resid«[ice of king 
Tamatoa — ^the only alteration consisting in new 
mats on all the sofas, and in the introduction of two 
armed chairs at the upper end, as seats of honor, 
for the young queen, Pomare, and her aunt, the 
regent 

We were introduced in the order of rank ; and 
found the court to consist of Pomai^ Yahine I., 
Ariipaea, regent, Tereomoemoe queen dowager — 
both daughters of the kingof Raiatea, the governess 
of Huahine, also his daughter — ^with their husbands 
— ^king Tamatoa and his wife, the governor of Ta- 
haa, and several inferior chieftains, with four or five 
children, male and female, descendants of Tamatoa. 
Indeed, he is the patriarch of the whole number, being 
either the father, grand-father, uncle, or grand-uncle, 
by blood or marriage, of every chief person present 
They were all dressed in European costume, varying 
in the expensiveness of the materials ; and more or 
less complete, in the articles constituting a full suit 

Mr. Williams, at the request of Captain Finch, 
attended as interpreter, and gave a ftdl aspoeitioii oi 
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the nature and object of the visit of the Yincennes. 
The regent presided, the young queen saying no- 
thing except through her, and then only in mono- 
syllables. She is still young — only seventeen — of 
good figure and agreeable face, especially when 
smiUng or in conversation, when she is better looking 
than most females we have seen, since leaving the 
Washington Islands. 

While at Tahiti a complaint, well founded, as we 
ascertained, had been made to Captain Finch of the 
conduct of the queen and regent, in reference to 
some deserters from an American whale ship — na- 
tives of the Sandwich Islands, but regularly shipped 
members of the crew — which he thought necessary 
and desirable to bring forward. The subject evi- 
dently was not an agreeable one to the persons 
principally concerned ; and we were quite amused, 
at the adroit manner in which the r^ent attempted 
to screen herself and the queen, from the censure to 
which she perceived they were exposed. The most 
wily diplomatist could scarce have exhibited more 
tact, in turning to good account an unfavorable as- 
pect of things, or greater ingenuity in avoiding an 
unpleasant dUemma. After having placed the sub- 
ject in a light, calculated to prevent a recurrence of 
similar conduct, the matter was pleasantly dismissed 
by the captain ; and the official part of the audience 
closed, by an invitation to the whole company to visit 
the ship the next day. 

The conference being thus ended, tbe king of 
Baiatea and his queen, accompanied by the dowa- 
ger and regent of Tahiti, retired to one of the inner 
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apartments, and returned shortly after, laden with, 
beautiful mats and native cloth which they placed, 
as a present, at the feet of the captain : the regent 
giving that which she boie in the name of the young 
queen. At the same time, the street door was thrown 
open, and the steward of the queen's household step- 
ping in, with an oratorical attitude and loud voice, 
pointed to a large quantity of provisions — cocoanuts, 
J)ananas, taro, potatoes, &c., with several' hogs- 
placed in full view ; and enumerating the whole 
in order, submitted them to the disposal of the cap- 
tain, as a gift from his mistress to himself and 
officers. 

When about taking leave, we were informed that 
a regular monthly meeting of the secondary chiefs, 
or land-holders, for the discussion of topics of public 
importance, was then taking place in the chapel ; 
and, that a messenger had arrived, inviting our at- 
tendance. 

This class of chiefs in Raiatea, consists of eight 
or ten individuals — tall and largely framed men, 
without an excess of corpulence; and dignified and 
highly respectable in their appearance and whole de- 
portment. They are the staunch friends and sup- 
porters of all the institutions of civilization and piety, 
and evidently the very bones and sinews of the land. 
After being seated among them, several of the nmn- 
ber, in short but animated and appropriate speeches, 
expressed the great pleasure it gave them to see a 
ship from the government of the United States at 
their island, and the happiness they had experienced 
in learning the kind sentiments, and in observing the 
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amiable and condescending deportment of Captain 
Finch — asking, in conclusioB, any advice he might 
think proper to address to them. In return, he as- 
sured them of every kind feeling towards themselves 
and people — ^testified to the interest and satis&ction 
with which he regarded the ipnprovements and ad- 
vances in civilization they had made, and encou- 
n^ed them to unwearied attention, both in them- 
selves and in their children, to the means of know- 
ledge with which they were favored; and to the 
enactment and enforcement of wholesome laws. On 
which Uaeva, one of the most distingubhed of the 
number, made the following reply : 

** Ghleftain and Friend, 

" This is my speech to you. Great has been 
th^ joy of our hearts since your arrival among us, be- 
cause of the kindness of your object in this visit. 
We greatly rejoiced on the sabbath day, for your 
presence with us in worshipping the Lord : and in 
bringing your band of beautiful music to imite with 
us in praise. This made our hearts very glad. 

'^ You are now advising us, and strengthening us 
in our small and feeble government — ^you are encou- 
raging us in the acquisition of letters, and in the 
f(Hination of laws : thit is good. Should any thing 
prevent the benefit of this encouragement in the 
afiairs of our government, still may your great na- 
tion countenance and promote the work of God 
among us Grentiles ; and patronize our teachers in 
doing their good work. 

'^ Health and salvation to yourself, chieftain, and 
to all the nobles &nd Christians of America P' 

5* 
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The incidents of the morning had a tendency to 
elevate our ideas of the state of the country, and of the 
true character of the people : and after some refresh- 
ments at the mission-house, we returned on board, 
much gratified with all we had seen and heard. 

At the request of the queen, the band was sent on 
shore for an hour or two in the afternoon ; and a 
kind of concert and oratorio given in the chapel, 
attended by the missionaries, many of the officers of 
the Vincennes, and a large concourse of royalty and 
plebeianism. The entertainment seemed highly gra- 
tifying to all ; and as it had been a kind of gala day, 
rockets and fireworks were set off on board ship in 
the evening — a novelty to all oa shore, except the 
Talritians. 

Early this morning, the ship was in order to re- 
ceive our guests, and bqats dispatched,, at ten o'clock, 
to fetch them on board. The queen of Tahiti was 
handed over the side by the captain — the guard of 
marines presenting arms, and the band playing 
*' Hail Columbia." After the whole number had 
been escorted to the poop deck, a salute of fifteen 
guns was fired, during which we had proof that 
dehcate nao^es are not confined to the polished side 
of the globe. Many of the female noblesse of the 
party were greatly agitated ; the good old queen of 
Raiatea sank to the deck, and I believe actually 
went to prayer ; while her majesty of Tahiti, hang- 
ing on the captain's arm. in front of the rest, stood 
the first two or three guns forward very well, but as 
the gunners touched off the battery farther and fur- 
ther aft} she began to retreat with a finger in each 
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ear, but laughiag, and exclaiming, " maiiai ! mai- 
tai /" — " good ! good /" witli a tremulous and terri- 
fied voice. 

In a fashionable black satin dress, with deep ruff 
of thin muslin, a golden girdle and clasp, and a 
liandsome round hat of fine straw trimmed with rib- 
bons and flowers, she made quite a genteel appear- 
ance. Most of the others were equally well dressed. 

The governess of Huahine I found to be one of 
the most intelligent of the company. We had<iuite 
an animated conversation before dinner, in which she 
exhibited a greater degree of information than I had 
expected. She appeared fully to understand the dif- 
ference of goviwnment in the United States and at 
the islands — knew the elective nature ©f th6 presi- 
dential office — inquired the name of the present 
incumbent, and asked whether it was probable he 
would be chosen for a,nother term, <fec. &c. The 
general state of the Sandwich Islands is also famiUar 
to her. She corresponds with some of the chiefs 
there, and says that the princess Harrieta is a very 
fine and pious girl — that it is feared the young king, 
her brother, may become dissipated — that Govenior 
Boki is not very good, &c. The e^\queen Kekau- 
ruobi — ^a wife of Tamehameha I., and afterwards of 
his son Rihoriho or Tamehameha II. — is one of her 
friends ; and from her, she has just received letters, 
with a box of presents — containing, among other ar- 
ticles, a boy's suit of criiBson silk velvet, worn by one 
of the little chieftains on the present occasion. 

This female and her husband, one of the finest 
looking men of the party, are both consistent and 
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zealous members of the church. Speaking of the 
wealth and power of England and America, in com* 
parison with the Islands, she remarked, that they 
were a poor people, but in the arts of reading and 
writing, and in a knowledge of the word of God, 
they still had the highest blessings : adding, that all 
the people, however, did not love these, and that she 
supposed it was in America and in England, as it 
was with them — ^that some were good and some 
wera 1i>ad — some regarding and some disobeying the 
laws of God. 



LETTER VIL 

COMMUNICATION OF POMABB VAHINB I., TO THB PRESIDENT. 

Island of Raiateai ) 
Sept. leth, 1839. ( 

The queen of Tahiti and p^y called on board 
this morning, after having embarked on their return 
to Tahaa. The appearance of the rabble, consti- 
tuting a principal part of her train, in contrast with 
that of most of the islanders we have seen, either at 
the Georgian group or at this place, goes far to prove 
the reputed licentiousness of her household ; and de- 
tracts greatly from the good impression made by the 
respectability and propriety of her personal deport- 
ment. 

A principal object in visiting the Yincennes, was 
to commit to Captain Finch a letter, she has written 
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to the President — of this Mr. Wiliiams has furnished 
the following translation : 

" Raiatea, September 96Ui, 1889. 
"President, 

" In consequence of your kindness I write a letter 
to you. You sent a man-of-war formerly to our 
land, commanded by Captain Jones ; he treated us 
with great kindness. You have now sent another 
man-of-war, commanded by Captain Pinch ; his 
kindness to Us has also been great : we are highly 
pleased with his visit. I now write to you to express 
my gratitude ; also to inform you of our present state. 

"I am a female — ^the first queen of Tahiti — 
Queen Pomare I. is my name. I am daughter to 
Pomare II. When he died the government de- 
volved on my little brother — he died, the government 
then became mine. I am young and inexperienced. 

" We have cast away the worship of idols, and 
have embraced the worship of our common Lord. 
In the year 1814 we embraced Christianity. 

" We have missionaries on the island, who are 
diligent in teaching us that which will promote our 
welfere. Some have been with us upwards of thirty 
years. 

"We have laws by which we are governed. I 
cannot send you a copy, I being on a visit to my 
grand-father at Raiatea. 

" Tahiti and Eimeo are the lai^est islands in my 
government. We have not many people — perhaps 
ten thousand. 

" There is not much property at my island — arrow- 
root and cocoanut oil are the principal. We have 
abundance of food, and excellent harbors for ships : 
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many American vessels call at Tahiti — tell them to 
continue to call^ and we will treat them well. 

^^ All kinds of cotton cloth are in demand here for 
bart^ — ^white, printed, blue — shawls, ribbons, axes, 
are all good property to bring, to procure refresh* 
ments. 

" We have a new flag given us by Captain Lawes, 
of the Satellite, British man-of-war ; will you kindly 
acknowledge it in traversing the seas, and in visiting 
you, as yours is by us — should that be the case at a 
distant period. 

"Captain Finch has made myself, and mother, 
and aunt, with others, some handsome presents in 
your name, for which receive my gratitude. We 
are always glad to see American vessels at Tahiti 
Continue to sail your vessels without suspicion. 
Our harbors are good and our refreshments abun- 
dant. 

" Prosperity attend you, President of the United 
States of America — may your good government be 
of long duration. CIxjeen Pom are I.^' 

Tamatoa, the king of Raiatea, has also prepared 
a communication of similar import, to be transmitted 
to the president, by Captain Finch. 

Lieutenant Stribling and myself attended a meet- 
ing this afternoon, held weekly by Mr. Williams, 
with those of his congregation who have been bap- 
tized. It is the intention of this gentleman, in the 
course of a few months, to make an extensive voy- 
age among the islands west of the Geov^kkt and So^ 
ciety groups ; and to carry with him a number of the 
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natives of Raiatea, of established piety, to be left as 
teachers, wherever it may be found practicable. 
Eight of his parishioners have given their names to 
him in viewof this enterprise ; and he chose this oppor- 
tunity to communicate the &ct to the members of the 
church ; and to ask their opinion of the fitness of the 
individuals for the undertaking, and the propriety of 
their entering upon it. 

The introduction of the subject led to a number 
of sensible, and excellent speeches. One of them 
contained a very pretty allusion to the visit of the 
Vincennes, and the policy of Captain Finch, with 
an application to the contemplated voyage of Mr. 
Williams. It was much as follows : " A large man- 
of-war is now with us. She has come from afar 
with kind motives and designs of good to ourselves 
and those like us. Her object is to learn our condi- 
tion, and to encourage us to seek our own welfare. 
Her officers have their reward : they are covered and 
crowned with gcdd — ^they wear gold on their shoul- 
ders and gold on their heads, (alluding to the kce 
and epaulets of their uniform) it is their reward. 
My sentiment is that we too, send out a vessel to 
those more ignorant and poorer than ourselves, to do 
them good. Those of us who go on this expedition, 
will not, like these our friends, be crowned with gold 
for their reward. No ! they will receive nothing in 
this world perhaps — still they shall be crowned. Yes ! 
theirs shall be the crown of eternal life, to be givei^ 
them, at last, by their Lord and Master Jesus Christ !" 

The e?4i^g 1^^^ b^i^ spent, as usual, at the mis- 
sion-house. I have become much attached both to 
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Mr. and Mrs. Williams. Mss, Williams is an amia- 
ble and intelligent woman — well educated and of 
good manners ; and Mr. Williams is admirably fitted, 
in every respect, for a missionary ; and long has been, 
nd still is the instrument of immense good among 
is people. 
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LETTER Vin. 

DEPARTURE FOR THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

U. S. Ship Vincenneijat sea, ) 
September 14tb, 18S9. S 

Yesterday morning, we hove short before 
breakfast ; and at nine o'clock took our qinchor to 
bid farewell to the Society Islands. A native pilot — 
a fine looking and respectable man — conducted the 
ship to the open sea. Mr. Williams also poUiely ac- 
companied us beyond the reef 

The egress firom the harbor is not by the passage 
through which we entered, but round the north end 
of the island, six or eight miles from the settlement, 
on the opposite side. The channel is of easy and 
safe ilavigation ; and the regular trade wind fair the 
whole distance. After gUding past the reef, and ex- 
changing affectionate salutations with Mr. Williams, 
we filled away, in the direction of Borabora, twenty- 
five miles distant. This island is of a striking con- 
tour, and readily distinguished from any other of the 
group, by a central mountain, rising almost perpen- 
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dicolarly on every side,' a height of more than two 
thousand feet. It is partially divided into two eleva- 
tions or shafts, with a curvature on the southern side 
from the base to the top, giving it the appearance at 
a distance of a thin shell of rock. 

There is a ship channel between Borabora and 
Tahaa, fifteen miles southeast of it ; but we passed 
to the westward of both, and then ran north, with 
Maurua, the most leeward of the cluster, in sight, at 
a distance of thirty miles. Before evening we were 
near Tubai, a small coral island covered with cocoa- 
nut and pandanus, the last of the group ; and at sun- 
set, took a departure from it, with the hope of a 
speedy run over the two thousand five hundred miles 
separating us from the Sandwich Islands. 

From the outline of our visit, at the Georgian and 
Society Islands, which I have thus given, you will 

perceive, dear H , that I have left you to consult 

the recent publication of Mr. Ellis for all that is most 
important, in the history, present state, and prospects 
of their inhabitants. In the letters I have written, 
however, there is sufficient evidence, I trust, to prove 
them decidedly and interestingly a civilized and 
Christian people; and to present a conclusive and 
delightful demonstration of the power of the gospel 
on the nature, habits, and life of untutored man. 

Their geographical location is such, that it may 
be long before they rise, as a nation, to any great 
degree of commercial or political importance, or by 
agricultural improvements— rbeyond those introduced 
in supplyV)f a home consumption — and by trade, be- 
come richly fin nished with the luxuries of wealth 
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and refinement Still, they possess every resource 
essential to the competence, comfort, and respecta- 
bility of this life, while a knowledge of the Revela- 
tion of God, and the means of grace, unfold to them 
the hope and immortality of that which is to come. 
Their chapels and scho(ds — their habitations and 
dress — their Bibles and their hymn books — their h,- 
mily circles and domestic altars, with a freedom from 
public licentiousness and open crime, speak volumes, 
in contrast with the state in which they once were, 
for the happiness they now enjoy. 

If the aspect of the people in general, and the ani- 
mated declaration and lively sensibility — even to 
tears seemingly of deep feeling — of those who have 
a full remembrance, and who largely shared in their 
own experience of the evils of heathenism, are to be 
accredited, the islanders themselves are far from 
being insensible to the benefit and blessing of the 
change they have experienced ; and wouM not for 
worlds be deprived of the light and mercy they have 
received, or again be subjected to the mental and 
moral darkness, and various degradation from which 
they have escaped. 

Yet there are those, who have visited the South 
Seas — ^meo. bearing the Christian name, with a 
rqutation for science, and holding stations of honor 
••"f^^ho have afiected to discover a greater degree of 
dqpravity, and more wretchedness at Tahiti and 
Raiatea, than was known in the reign and terror of 
idolatry; and have ventured to proclaim to the world, 
that Christianity has here — for the first time in 
txk hundred years — ^had the effect of rendering 
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the inhabkants vindictive and hatefiil, indolent and 
oormpt, mip^rsdtious and unhappy, and more pilia^ 
ble, in all their circumstances, than when fiilly in a 
pagan state ! And that the wars, introduced and 
encouraged by the MBSSENGERd of peace, have 
nearly exterminated the race ! 

Whence the data for such a sentiment could have 
been drawn, must forever remain a mystery, at least 
to all, who, like ourselves, have had the advantage of 
a personal observation in the case.« 

The last wars in the islands were previous to any 
influence gained, by the missionaries, over either 
chiefe or people. Since the estabhshment of Chris- 
tianity there has been an uninterrupted peace ; and 
as to other bloodshed, the Bev. Mr. Nott assured me, 
that he had not heard of a murder among the na- 
tives for fifteen years. 

Theft is occasionally known, though we met with 
no evidence of it ; and instances of secret vice and 
Ucentbusness doubtless occur ; and may, when dili- 
gently sought, be found — ^though not honoraUy 
boasted of — by foreign visitors : but do these fiicta 
Justify the assertion of a general and utter depravity ? 
and do they forfeit the claim of the nation to the 
epithet, pure morals and genuine piety of a Christian 
people ? As well might the traveller, in visiting New 
York or London, because he has suffered from a thief, 
or discovers a haunt of debauchery, gravdy state in 
his journal, that there is not an honest man, or a vir- 
tuous woman in the United States, or in Great Bri- 
tain — an assertion which I have heard made of the 
Society Islands^-and that the state of the one nar 
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tion is worse than in the time of tlie druids, and of 
the other^ than when the red man alone prowled in 
her forests. 

Such a presentation of the state of this people, can 
arise only fifom gross ignorance of their (»iginal con- 
dition, and from a very limited personal experience 
of the high happiness connected with the moral 
habits and spiritual affections of sincere piety. 
What were the characteristics, I would ask, — not 
now discoverable in the islanders — to be seen when 
they were in a state of heathenism ? Only such, as 
would be exhibited in connection with facts, such as 
the following — ^facts to which I have, at the Sandwich 
Islands, when tbey were in a similar condition, myself 
been an eye-witness. A vessel would scarce have 
dropped her anchor, before she would have been sur- 
rounded and boarded, by crowds of hooting and shout- 
ing savages — ^men and women, almost, if not entirely, 
in the nakedness of nature, testifying their joy in a 
prospect of gain from the visitor, by every variety of 
rude noise and levity : and this only in prelude to a 
licentiousness of intercourse, extending frequently 
from the cabin to the forecastle, too gross to be named, 
while pilfering, and dishonesty in every form, — filth, 
vermin, and disease followed in the train. Such 
would be the exhibitions on ship board — and what 
would be the character of those on shore ? 

No neatly whitened European cottage would meet 
the view, beneath the foliage of their groves, nor lofty 
temple invite the admiration of the eye, while it 
raised the thoughts to heaven; the hum of no 
thriving school would come Uke music on the intel- 
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ligent ear, nor the hymn of devotion be heard float- 
ing on the breeze : but the putridity of a corpse, 
lying in cruel sacrifice before an idol of wood or 
stone, would direct to the altar of their gods, while 
the shouts and wild sounds of the son^ and dance, 
and the beating of drums, would proclaim a scene of 
revelry and sin. 

And, could the veil be removed from all the ini- 
quity of the system under which they dwelt, besides 
the terrors of superstition, by which they were bur- 
dened, and the many goading evils, arising jfrom a 
slavery both of mind and soul, abominations would 
be disclosed against which the eye would revolt in 
involuntary disgust — while the shrieks of victims 
torn from their midnight slumbers to be hurried to a 
terrific death, and the plaintive moanings of in&nts, 
writhing in the agonies of dissolution, beneath the 
murderous grasp of an inhuman parent, would 

" Wake the nerve where agonies are bom," 

and fill the soul with a horror, not readily to be for- 
gotten ! 
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Unci sight of it The southeast point, in the neigh- 
borhood of Kearakomo, was the only part clearly in 
view before dark, and that at a distance of forty or 
fifty miles. 

Captain Finch did not ftilly determine, until a 
short time since, whether he would run on directly 
to Maui to-night, or lie to, and send a boat into 
Byron's bay in the morning. Much to my satisfac- 
tion, and indeed principally on my accoimt, he has 
made up his mind to look in upon Hido : and thus 
to give me the interview of an hour, with those of 
our missionary friends who may be at that station, 
and, at the same time, an opportunity of learning the 
general news of the nations, before proceeding to 
Oahu. 

Our voyage from the Society Islands has seemed 
long, and most tedious to me, notwithstanding its 
having, in reality, been short A, near approach to 
this group has necessarily given rise to many feel- 
ings and associations, both of joy and of pain ; and, 
for the last few days, especially during and since the 
calm to which we were subjected, I have been as 
restless and feverish in mind, as a child on the point 
of realizing some long promised and eagerly antici- 
'pated delight ; and have been incapable of confining 
ni}^ attention for an hour to any one subject. Such 
utter uncertainty hangs over the scenes immediately 
before me, that I find myself harassed by an exciting 
and painful impatience, when I ought to be under 
the exercise only of emotions of gratitude and joy, 
for the kind protection of God, in permitting me to 
reach this " desired haven!'' in health and safety. 
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As you, my dear H , will readily believe, I 

was on deck this morning by day-break, in anticipa- 
tion of a sunrise view of the land and mountains, 
as splendid and impressive as that with which we 
were favored, when under similar circumstances, on 
board the Thames in 1823 — ^but I was disappointed : 
instead of the rich and mellow tints of a fine morn- 
ing in the tropics, I found a beclouded sky with oc- 
casional strong puffs of wind and dashes of rain, 
while an impenetrable curtain of mist entirely cut off 
a sight of the land. By 7 o'clock, however, the 
rain had ceased — the clouds began to gather round 
the moimtains, and the mist over the lowlands, re- 
treating before the sun, left the wide districts of Puna 
and Hido, with their extensive forests and gradually 
ascending open grounds, in all their rich verdure and 
freshness in full view. We were then directly off 
Kapoho,t}ie east point of the island — twenty-five or 
thirty miles south of Byron's Bay — and within 
twelve or fifteen miles of the shore. 

For the last two hours, we have been running 
along the coast, which momentarily increases in 
richness. I am happy, that the ship's company thus 
have an opportunity of seeing this section of the 
country, so widely different from every thing on the 
leeward sides. Hawaii is, without hesitation, pro- 
nounced by them the finest and most important isl* 
and we have yet seen : and evidently rich in its ca- 
pacities foa improvement. 

We are now so near the entrance of the bay, that 
orders are given for two boats to be in readiness for 
lowering — one to carry me to the mission house, and 
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the Other to enable the sailing master tatake a view 
of the harbor, that we may have it in our power to 
speak from observation of its advantages and disad^ 
vantages. I must, therefore, drop my pen — only to 
resume it, I trust, with good news from " afar cmn" 
try:' 



LETTER II. 

VISIT ON SHORE, AND DBSOBIPTION OF THI fiOIVRKT. 

Mission House, at B]rron*s Bay, ) 
October 3d, 18S0. \ 

You will be as much surprised, dear H , at 

the place of my present date, as I am at the opportu- 
nity I enjoy of making it. When I wrote yesterday 
morning, I little thought of spending the night under 
this roof: but such I am most happy and thankful 
to say is the fact. 

At 11 o'clock I left the ship, in the captain's gig. 
accompanied by Lieutenant Dornin, and Midship- 
men Huntt and Wurts: Lieutenant Lardner, the 
Master, and Midshipmen Maury, going in the third 
cutter. A tremendous swell was setting towards the 
land, and it was almost as much as one's Ufe was 
worth, to attempt getting into the boats, as they rose 
and fell, apparently ten or twelve feet, with every re- 
turning billow. We got off safely however, and as 
the sea did not break, did very well, with the exoep- 
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Xion of the long pull to the bottom of the bay. The 
ship was farther off the land than we thought — not 
less than eight or nine miles, and it was half past 
12 o'clock, before we got into the harbor. 

An immense thatched building, beautifiillyfinished, 
on the western side of the bay, near the river of Wa- 
iruku, I rightly judged to be the chapel ; and we 
steered for it, knowing that the mission house would 
be found near. While still a considerable distance 
from the beach, I recognized Mr. Goodrich among a 
crowd of natives, beckoning us to the best spot for 
landing. Shortly afterwards, our boat touched the 
Hawaiian shore — a thousand varied thoughts and 
emotions rushed upon my mind and heart, and I was 
incapable of lifting up my head, lest I should betray 
what might be interpreted into a weakness by my 
companions, till I found myself in the strong grasp 
of a missionary friend and brother. Our meeting 
was the more impressive and affecting to Mr. Good- 
rich, from its being entirely unexpected. He had 
had no ftirther intimation of my proposed visit, than 
that of having heard of my appointment in the 
naval service, and of the possibility of my visiting 
the islands, at some fuiure period. 

After introducing my fellow-officers, a few minutes 
w^alk inland, brought us to the mission house, where 
I was happy to meet Mrs. Goodrich and two littld 
daughters, in good health. Mr. Goodrich is at pre- 
sent without an associate. 

The captain had felt it necessary to limit our stay 
on shore to half an hour ; and consequently all was 
hurry and ezdtement — a hundred things to learn, 
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<.s* ciUiigt» ;o leiL and a hundred things to 

^uc4 ajM»iumiiug ihat all the missionaries were 
. > ct.v «.auig ia a mo^ promising and prosperous 
; 'Lid 41 ^i^ftniL dmi else of gratifying intelligence, 
.uoa. ii luni iu the garden, where there is much to 
aiuii-tt :u the varieiy and luxuriance of the produc- 
iOiis> oi ihjs pan of the islands. 

The lucauoD of the mission ground is much more 
^iio tble and delightful than when you were here in 
l^^^ ; cvunnianding fine views of the harbor, ocean, 
.uid sucTOunding shores, ornamented and shaded by 
oUimpe of the bread-fruit, and possessing a soil of 
aluv>!t unequalled richness. Every thing except the 
biwid-fniit within the inclosure, is the growth of 
licUo wow than two years. Yet, besides fine hedges 
v\l* (^ uative tav very similar in appearance to the 
uuHXUiAiu usiu of tho ti — drac<€na — damask rose, 
.^uJ vAjv jjwvs^^U^rrv* ihore are many fine coffee 
^J>u\tN \v\rit\l wiih lvrri«>s of an uncommonly large 
xi'AN o\hil*;UUij A Nij^>r aiul rankness unequalled by 
*ii\ \ y*,%\\ M \\x^ <\^ jAuienv a fine vinevard. with 
\uu^^ i;5^:r.vxl u^v^ A:'A*r<i : i:'.n>ahnd. ficr. lime. 
Wuun^.. vv■A'/^3tv^ A:\t iv-^.r-c* V";>C5?. strawberries, iSwr. 
A » lu iV.o s!iv.\:>Kv:) , I **i>^'A ej ihe pride of Bar- 
:vt*^vv sV.\<\>>.-5.'«*,; .vW.ir-s.; — <ho «!t>ds of which I 
:v*v^v^ \ Kw.^lv. ;v^ V'.c '.i^A'.\\\. ;h:iYing finely: and 
:^\ ;.% :>* h IvxvaJv^^r.s x^*' .*n:v.>vn Ar.d ^v.uigif, imparting 
%;», /. . ol ^"^rtv «.^ c\c: \ ::\\r,c :uw. The siraw- 
•.v.;\ tv\i U\\ 5s '.VvMV. <s:^,i> ^jfiii u^ iv.<*, wid received 

rV.>> wo\\-so5 m> Ar::\-Al >i*.7fA*: tav^Iv anion? the 
vsNiv,^ . ^•^^vs^ Uw hoi):^ ;iv\^i Ivtin&a lo be Uuonsred 
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with those, who had a recollection of me, but whom, 
principally, I had forgotten. Many of them shed ^ 
tears, 'as they embraced and Idssed my hands, or 
sank, at my feet, manifesting a degree of /»nsibility 
and affection< — considering their slight personal 
knowledge of me — that was surprising, till informed 
of the happy fact, that a period of deep seriousness 
and religious feeling has long existed at this place, 
and that many of these are still under the influence 
of the lively affections of recent conversion : of a 
conversion not only from the follies and sins of a 
worldly life, but from the ignorance, superstition, 'and 
prejudices of heathenism, to the love and services of 
true piety. 

There were those in the number, however, whom 
you and I, not only know, but never can foi^et — 
particularly BarH?neus, our blind friend of Lahaina, 
and John Hononi. They both reside at this station, 
as assistants to Mr. Goodrich. Many and repeated 
Idnd inquiries from them and others were made con- 
cerning yourself and children : and " aroha ino 
rakouy^ " great affection for them^ repeatedly 
burst from their lips. 

Our limited half hour was gone before we seemed 
to have been fifteen minutes on shore : and we felt 
ourselves obliged even to decline the refreshments 
which Mrs. Goodrich had kindly prepared, and to 
take a hasty leave. The hope, that by some means, 
I might see them again, before the Yincennes should 
bid a final adieu to the islands, prevented the feeling 
that I was bidding them farewell ; and I was there- 
fore saved an unnecessary sorrow. i 
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r After a hard row of two hours, w^ gained the sbq» ; 
and as soon as the boats were secured, stood away, as 
we thought, for MauL But the wind had abeady 
become li^ht and baffling. A heavy ^well and current 
were setting" us within the points forming the bay, 
and our prospects of making mu(^ progress for the 
night were very uncertain : so much so, that after a 
moment's debate, to my surprise, but equally to my 
satisfaction, the captain determined upon running 
into the harbor, before the land breeze should come 
off; and by spreading a mountain of light sail, we 
were gently &nned in; and by five o'clock were 
snugly at anchor abreast of the river and waterfiedl, 
and of course in the immediate vicinity of this place. 
Mr. Goodrich, perceiving our design, boarded us in 
his canoe, in time to point out the best anchorage 
for a vessel of our class. 

As we entered the bay, the rays of the declining 
sun gleam'ed brightly over the wide extent of open 
campaign country, distinguishing this part of Ha- 
waii from that of every other island in the Pacific I 
have yet visited — presenting its broad lawns and 
dark groves; in lights and shades of exquisite beauty, 
and in every variety of verdure, firom that whicli 
seemed almost white to the deepest green. 

From the lofty, but primitive looking chapel, as a 
centre, tlie humble dwelling of the fisherman and 
the farmer were seen, widely scattered in every direc- 
tion ; some skirting the beach, as it swept round in 
the beautiful curvature forming the bottom of the 
bay ; some hanging on the cliffs of the bolder shores ; 
some just peeping from the thick foliage of a grove 
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moie inland, or slightly screened by the shade of 4i 
small dump or single tree ; and some, again, land- 
ing unsheltered and alone, in the midst of a wide 
spreading field. Such was the foregroun4; while 
behind, an extensive country, marked in two or three 
places by old, long extingififihed, and now verdant 
craters — ^rose gradually for miles, to the stately forests 
enriching the broad bases of Mounaroa and Mouna- 
kea, both in distinct view — the first appearing fiur in 
the south, above and beyond a line of green forests, 
in one long, regular, and distant arch of blue — the 
last, seemingly near, towering loftily against the 
western sky, in irregular and broken summits of 
gigantic magnitude. The admiration of all on 
board was greatly excited by the scene. I thought, 
myself, I had scarce ever gazed on one of simple 
nature more rich and lovely : and we all rejoiced to 
be informed, fi'om the captain, that being now at 
anchor, the Yincennes would remain at least a week 
or ten days, before proceeding to the leeward. 

I early took leave of the ship, to spend thq^eve- 
ning and night on shore, and kept my friends fipom 
their rest long beyond their accustomed hour. 

As is almost invariably the case in this dktrict, 
iieavy showers of rain fell during the latter part of 
the night and morning, and every thing without be- 
came so perfectly drenched, that I was kept within 
doors till a late hour. I felt no disposition, however, 
to complain of the cause, for the pattering of the 
rain on the thatch of the roof and sides of the house, 
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pioved a lullaby so soothing, as to make my XfgtfM^ 
of the kind, that • . x^i; 

"delights '/j?> 

Abcve the luxury of common sleep." 
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LETTER m. 

A WORSHIPINO ASSEMBLY AT HIDO. 

• i 

U. 8. Ship VtHeennet, Bvron*i Bay, I 
October 4Ui,18S9. f 

The scenes of the sabbath have been such, dear 

H , that a review, of them; in my own mind, wilt. 

not be an abase of sacred time — nor will their perusaT 
give rise to thoughts and affections unsuited to a day 
of God. 

At an early hour of the morning, even before we 
had taken our breakfast on board ship, a single isl- 
ander here or there, or a group of three or four, 
wrapped in their large mantles of various hues, might 
be seen winding their way among the groves, fring- 
ing the bay on the east, or descending from the hills 
and ravine on the north, towards the chapel ; and by 
degrees their numbers increased, till, in a short time, 
every path along the beach and over the uplands, 
presented an almost uninterrupted procession of both 
sexes and of every age, all pressing to the house of 
God. So few canoes were round the ship yesterday, 
and the landing place had been so little thronged, as 
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oiit.boats passed to and fix>, tf^t one might haire 
vtJiiftniFht the district but thinly inhalnted; but now, 
4Mti multitudes were seen gathering from various di- 
..ructions, that the exdamatioui ^ What ^jftpds of 
people! what crowds of jmpleP^ was hesd frmn 
the quarter-deck to the fomistle. 

Even to myself^ it was a sight of surprise : sur- 
prise not at the magnitude of the population, but 
that the object, for which they were evidently as- 
sembling, should bring together so great a mufetode. 
And as my thoughts r&-echoed the words ^ what 
. , orowSs of people !" remembrances and aflfections of 
deep power came over me ; and the silent musings 
of my heart were "what a change — ^what a hi^y 
change !" When at this very place, only four years 
agOj the known wished and example of chiefe of high 
aathority, the daily persuasion of teachers, added to 
motives of curiosity and novelty, could scarce induce 
a hundred of the inhabitants to give an irregular, 
careless, and impatient attendance on the services of 
the sanctuary. But now, 

<< Like mountain torrenta pouring to the main, 
From every glen a living stream came forth — 
From every hill in crowds they^hastened down. 
To worship him, who deigns in hnmhkst fane, 
On wildest shore, to meet the upright in heart" 

The scene, as looked on from our ship, in the still- 
ness of a brightly beaming sabbath morning, was 
well calculated with its associations, to prepare the 
mind for strong impressions on a nearer view, when 
the conclusion of our own pubUc worship should al- 
low us to go on dbore. Mr. Goodrich had appr^ed 
us, that he had found it expedient to hold the ser- 
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vices of the sabbath, usually attended at all titHfiiet 
stations at nine o'clock in the morning, and tt fabx 
in the afternoon, both in the forepart of the day, 
that all might have the benefit of two sermons, and 
still reach £heir abodes before n^htM. For, 



"Nomben dwelt remote, 



And first muit traverse many a weary mile, 
To reach the altar of the God they love." 

And it was arranged, that, on this occasion, the 
second service should be postponed, till the officers 
should be at Uberty to leave the ship. It was near 
12 o'clock, when we went on shore ; the captain and 
1st Ueut., the purser, surgeon, several of the midship- 
men and myself. Though the services had com- 
menced when we landed, large numbers were seen 
circling the doors without, but as we afterwards found, 
only from the impracticability of ubtainiug places 
within. The house is an immense structure, capable 
of containing many thousands, every part of which 
was filled, except a small area in front of the pulpiu 
where seats were reserved for us, and to which we 
made our way, in slow and tedious procession, from 
the difficulty of finding a spot to place even our foot- 
steps without treading on limbs of the people, seated 
on their feet, as closely almost, as they could be 
stowed. 

As we entered, Mr. Goodrich paused in his sermon 
till we should be seated. I ascended the pulpit be- 
side him, firom which I had a full view of the con- 
gregation. The suspense of attention in the people 
was only momentary, notwithstanding the entire 
novelty to them of the laced coats, cocked hats, and 
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othe^ilflinidages of naval cmilbrm. I can sGaios 
describe' the ^notions experienced, in. gUmdng- an 
eye over the immense number, seated so thickly on 
the matted floor as to seem literally one tDaas of 
heads, covering an area of more than nine thoiiiand 
square feet. The sight was most striking, and soon 
became, not only to myself, but to some of my fellow- 
officers, deeply affecting. 

I have gazed on many worshiping assemblies, 
and of every variety of character, from those formed 
of the high and the princely — with a splendor and 
pageantry of train befitting the magnificence of the 
cathedrals in which they bowed — to the humblest 
^^two or tkree^^ who ever came together at a place 
" tvhere prayer is wont to be made,^ I have lis- 
tened with delighted attention to some of the highest 
doquence, the pulpits of America and En^and of 
the present day can boast, and have watched with 
sympathetic excitement the effect produced by it, till 
all who heard were wrapt into an enthusiasm of 
high toned feeling, at the sublimity of the theme 
presented. I have seen tears of conviction and of 
penitence flow freely even to the seeming breaking 
of the heart, under the sterner truths of the word of 
God : and not unfrequently too, have witnessed, ae 
the annunciation of '^ Peace — ^be of good cheer, thy 
sins are forgiven thee," has fixllen on the soul, smileB 
of hope and joy, s^ph as would adorn an angel's 
brow, rapidly take their place. But it was left for a 
worshiping assembly at Hido, the most obscure cor- 
ner of these distant islands, to excite the hveUest 
emotions ever experienced, and leave the deepest im- 
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preflfdons of the extent and unsearchable riches of 
the gospel, which I have ever knownr--emotkm9 
and impressions derived simply from an ocular de- 
monstration of the power of the word of Grod on 
untutored man, which is without a parallel in exist- 
ing events, if not in the records of history. 

It seemed, even while I gazed, that the majesty of 
that power might be seen rising and erecting to itself 
a throne, permanent as glorious, in the hearts of 
these, but late utterly benighted and deeply polluted 
people. And when I compared them, as they had 
once been known to me, and as they now appeared, 
thexhange seemed the effect of a mandate scarce 
less mighty in its power, or speedy in its result, than 
that exhibited when it was said ^^ Let there be 
light /" — " and there was light .'" 

The depth of the impression arose from the irre- 
sistible conviction that the Spirit of God was 
there : it could have been nothing else. With the 
exception of the inferior chiefs having charge of the 
district, and their dependants, of two or three native 
members of the church and of the mission family, 
scarce one of the whole multitude was in other than 
the iiative dress — the maro and the kihei — the simple 
garments of their primitive state. In this respect, 
and in the attitude of sitting, the assembly was 
purely pagan, totally unlike those of the Society 
Islands already described — as unlike as to one at 
home. But the breathless silence, the eager atten- 
tion, the half suppressed sigh, the tear, the various 
feeling, sad, peaceful, joyous — discoverable in the 
faces of many — all spoke the presence of an invi- 
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^ble but omnipotent power, the power that can alone 
melt and renew the heart of man, even as it alone 
first brought it into existence. 

It was, in a word, a heathen congregation laying 
h(dd on the hopes of eternity — a heathen congr^a- 
tion, fully sensible of the darkness and despair of 
their original state, exulting in the first beams of 
truth, and in the no uncertain dawning of the Sun 
of Righteousness : thirsting after knowledge, even 
while they sweetly drank of the waters of life ; and 
under the reviving and inspiring influence, by every 
look, expressing the heartfelt truth — " Beautiful on 
the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings*, that bringeth good tidings of good, that 
publisheth salvation ! 

From the thousands present, I might select many 
individuals whose appearance was such as to stamp 
these impressions indelibly on my heart. The as- 
pect of one, at least, I can never forget :* and will 
attempt to describe. It was a diminutive old woman, 
shrivelled by age till Uttle more of her figure, with 
an appearance of health, was left, than skin and 
bone. The style of her features, however, was of 
the regular and more pleasing character found 
among the islanders, with an amiable and benignant 
expressign, which, in connexion with an entirely 
whitened head, exacted from the observer a look of 
kindness in return. Folded in a large mantle of 
black tapa, she was leaning, when my eyes first fell 
upon her, against a pillar near the pulpit, beside 
which she was sitting, with her head inclined up- 
wards and her eyes fixed upon the preacher. There 




1^ UrTERESTING CASE OF ATTENTION 

not only a seriousness, but a deeppensivenessin 
^bole aspect that riveted my attention : and as 
Goodrich proceeded in his discourse, a tear was 
,Q occasioaally to start in her eye, and more than 
niade their way down her deeply wrinkled 
^lieeksy upon her mantle. 
I had not, in my long absence, so entirely forgot- 
ten the native language, a« not to understand much 
that was said. After some time, this sentence was 
-uttered : " We are all sinners — but we have a God 
and Saviour, who will forgive us our sins, if we ask 
it of him. It is our duty to pray for this to God — 
and he hears the prayers of all who approach him in 
sincerity." I happened, at the moment, to look 
again upon this object — her attitude and aspect were 
the same, except that her lips moved in the evident 
and almost audible repetition of the sentence. She 
again repeated it, as if to be certain that she heard 
and understood it correctly ; and, as she did so, a 
bright and peaceful smile spread over every feature — 
tears gushed rapidly from her eyes, and she hid her 
fecc in the folds of her garment. Could I be de- 
ceived in the interpretation of this case ? Could I be 
mistaken in the causes and the nature of those va- 
•-^ emotions, under the circumstances in which they 
e beheld ; and in one, of whom I had never 
rd, and whom I had never before seen ? No, I 
d not : and if so— what is the language they 
,.^k? They plainly say that this poor woman, 
jrown gray in the ignorance and varied degradation 
4 heathenism, by " the lamp let down from heaven " 
* herself to be a sinner, and is oppressed to sad- 
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ness and to sighing under a sense of her guilt. But 
she hears of pardon aiid salvation, freely giren, to 
all who will freely receive — -liear^ of the glorious 
liberty of the gospel, and of all the rich privileges it 
confers, even to nigh access and intimate communion 
with the Father of spirits — hears and beUeves, and 
sinks before her God, in tears of gratitude and of 
joy ! 

The simple appearance and every deportment of 
that obscure congregation, whom I had once known, 
and at no remote period, only as a set of rude, licen- 
tious, and wild pagans, did more to rivet the convic- 
tion of the divine origin of the Bible, and of the holy 
influences by which it is accompanied to the hearts 
of men, than all the arguments, and apologies, and 
defences of Christianity I ever read. 

Towards evening, Mr. Stribling and myself went 
again on shore, and remained till late, learning from 
our missionary friends the most gratifying inteUi- 
gence, in corroboration of the opinion formed, in the 
morning, of the state of the people. An entire moral 
reformation has taken place in the vicinity of this 
station. Though latest established and long ftx be- 
hind others in success and interest, it bids fair, now, 
to be not a whit behind the very chiefest in its mor^ 
and religious achievments. Instruction of every 
kind is eagerly and universally sought ; and only last 
week, not less than ten^thousand people were assem- 
bled at an examination of schools. The mission- 
houiseis daily crowded with earnest inquirers in 
every right way ; evil customs and atrocious vices 
are abandoned ; a strict outward conformity to good 

Vol. II. 8 
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AMMMtd^otenrod ; and nmnb^rs, it is hoped and oon- 

kiiMM^ Ijnlievod, have yielded and are yielding them- 

3^%^ li> ail the sweet charities and pure affections of 

jgimutiM piety. From many an humble dweUing, 

" U daily ^^rd 
ThA Toice of prayer and praise to Jacob*! God : 
And many a heart in lecrct heaves the sigh 
To him who hears well pleased the sigh contrite. 

Even in the hut of the child murderei;, 

" The fethet, with his ofispring dear, 
Now bends the knee to God and humbly asks 
That he would bless them with a parent's' love— 
With heavenly manna Used their hungry souls 
And on their hearts, as Hermon's dew, descend." 



LETTER IT. 

JOVKNBT TO TBS VOLCANO OF KIRAVEA, AND AN ACCOUNT 

OF ITS PUSSENT state. 

) U. S. Ship VincenneSf Bsrron's Bay, ) 
October 9th, 1829. s 

The planning of a trip to the Volcand at the base 
of the mountain Mounaroa, thirty-five miles inland 
firom this harbor, was a first subject of attention, after 
being safely moored on FriClay. A party, of which 
you will not be suiprised to hear that I made one, 
was immediately formed ; and Maaro, the^head man 
of the district engaged to furnish us with twenty 
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stoiit men^ — of whom John'^Honorii was to be mana- 
ger — to carry our provisions and luggage. 

Accordingly, early on Monday morning, we were 
found, in all the bustle of a hasty preparation for the 
excursion ; and, after a general overhauling of ward- 
robes for old hats, old coats, and old clothes of every 
description, except old shoes, exhibited, on mustering 
on the quarter-deck after breakfast, a party in cos- 
tume as appropriate to a pedestrian journey at 
Hawaii, as at variance, with the prescribed dress of 
the service, on board ship. Our number was com- 
posed of lieutenants Dornin, Magruder, and Lard- 
ner, Purser Buchanan, the Surgeon, midshipmen 
Bissell, Huntt, Melville, Wurts, and myself, with 
cue or two servants to take charge of various good 
things, in chest and basket, and to keep under appe- 
tites, occasionally disposed, even in ordinary circum- 
stances, to be rebellious. 

By nine o'clock, we were all stowed in the first 
cutter, which was to take us to Maaro's house, at the 
fish-ponds, to meet the men hired of him; and, 
shortly after, well pleased to be oS, and fiill of high-' 
toned s[Mrits fi'om the anticipated interest of our ex- 
cursion, we waved farewell to. those who, reluctantly, 
stayed behind 

<* to walk the deck, 
' ** And ^ard the ship from foe or wreck." 

We soon, however, met with a damper to our 
buoyancy, in a genuine Hido shower, which de- 
taiB^ us a long time at Maaro's ; and, by filling 
everjrthing' in our way with water, effectuaUy ren- 
dered the j>recautaon we had taken against the mom- 
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ing wetneaB of the grass and bushes, in determining 
not to start till after breakfast, of no i^ail. Before 
eleven o'clocki all again was brightness ; and, after 
seeing our various luggage distributed among the 
kdanders, we set ofT. The whole route is so minute- 
ly, and, from second observation, I can confidently 
add, 80 correctly described, in the published account 
of our residence in this nation, that, in place of repe- 
tition, with the privilege of an author, I wiU say, see 
^ Stewart J on the Sandwich Islands?^ 

We accomplished fourteen miles just after four 
o'clock ; and finding excellent accommodations for 
the night, at that distance, determined to sleep before 
proceeding ftirther. The establishm^it— -consisting 
of three houses, situated a short distance firom the 
road, on the borders of a fine tract of land, having 
very much the appearance of a large plantation of 
intermingled arable and meadow grounds at home, 
and Just at the edge of a fine forest running from the 
sea to the interior— belongs to Kinai, the head man 
of the thinly' inhabited district of Ora. The master 
and his family were absent, some thirty or forty 
miles, superintending the cutting of sandal wood ; 
and a few domestics only were at home, in charge of 
the houses. These, however, received us very 
kindly ; and, at once, surrendered the principal habi- 
tation entirely to us — a kindness for which we were 
sufficiently fatigued to be truly thankftil. 

Here we were quickly made sensible, that the im- 
provements and advancement of the people ai'e not 
limited to the sea-ports or to the coast. The house 
was divided into separate rooms by screens of native 
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cloth and mats, furnishing distinct sleeping fdaces for 
the inmates, besides one large and airy apartment, 
evidently kept as a better and principal room. Into 
this last we were shown ; and a fine saloon at an 
American hotel, had we Ayeen travelling where we 
could have conunanded it, would not have been so 
great a luxury to us, as the neatness and evident 
comfort of this, under the circumstances in which 
we were. 

The finer mats for the floor, were economically 
rolled up against one side of the house, to save them 
from injury in the absence of the chief; and other 
derangement of the ordinary articles of use, was 
observable from the same cause — so that we did not 
see the establishment in its best state. Still, every- 
tlung testified, in my eyes, to a vast improvement in 
the style of livipg, even , among the inferior chiefe. 
Among other evidences of advancement were the 
few books, yet printed in the native tongue, well 
bound and wrapped in covers of native cloth ; and a 
large slate, suspended against one of the partitions. 

But that which our party, in general, hailed with 
most pleasure, was a fine lounge or divan, eight or 
ten feet in ividth, extending the whole length of the 
apartment. It was composed of a great number of 
thicknesses of mats, on a platform of wood, elevated 
about two feet from the floor; and, surrounded by 
curtains of neat furniture chintz, affiofded a couch for 
the whde of our number, which we might have 
coveted under circumstances of much less fatigue. 

Indeed the comfi»t of the accommodations — a re- 
freshing cup of tea and a substantial supper — ^the no- 

8* 
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vdty of everything around — ^freedom from the con- 
finement of the vessel, wd with it, from the tedium 
of the night- watch, dec. &c», gave such a flow to the 
lively spirits of some of our younger companions, as 
to make it a late hour, before we were composed to 
quietude and to Aeep. 

Nothing of particular interest o<xurred the next 
day, till we had, arrived in the immediate vicinity of 
tKe volcano. The smoke ascending from it wa» 
discerned at a niuch greater distance — ten or twelve 
miles — than on my former visit ] and was so mas- 
sive in its columns, as to promise a high state of ac- 
tion. I regretted to ascertain, that the only hut now 
standing, in which we could find shelter, was at a 
different place from that which we had occupied in 
1825 ; and that, in going to it, we should approach 
the crater in a different, and less striking manner. I 
was wishing to have all my first impressions and 
emotions renewed: and, in the disappointment, 
almost lost the wildness and beauty of the more 
gradual descent of the precipices, which we were 
making, by a path which branched off fix)m the old 
one, just as we were coming upon them. The near- 
ness of night, and a threatening of rain, however, 
left me no alternative — and I hastened on with my 
companions, to catch a first view, under whatever 
advantages the new approach might offer. 

Our arrival was more sudden than I had expected 
it to be. I had been looking for some more abrupt 
descent than any we had yet made, and was strain- 
ing my eyes into the vast body of thick and heated 
smoke — rising high to heaven and spreading widely 
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over the whole hemisphere to the south — for at least 
a gUmpee of the tremendous gulf from whence it is* 
sued, wheu, scarce without warning, we found our- 
selves entering heavy currents of steam, rising ra- 
pidly from crevices and deep fissures about our path, 
and extending, at intervals, on one side, to the smoke 
from the crater, and on the other, to a low precipice, 
flanking our right. This, on turning towards it, 
was seen itself, in many places, even to its very 
top, to smoke like a coal-kiln. The whole sur&ce of 
the level oa which we were — a plain a mile in length 
and half a mile in breadth, inclosed on the edge of 
the crater by a sweep of the precipice— exhibited, in 
a greater or less degree, the same evidences of wide 
spread subterranean burnings. 

The trade-wind blew freshly, and swept the dense 

steam and highly heated air, bursting from the 

ground, in strong currents emd whirling eddies across 

our path ; and, at the same time, bore before it above, 

a thick and gloomy scud from the sea, flying so low 

as to brush swiftly through the trees on the top of the 

precipice, and, at times, to be scarce above our heads. 

Ever3^thing wore a foreboding and saddening aspect : 

and, whatever I felt I had lost in a clear and distant 

view — ^like that enjoyed when with Lord Byron — the 

sight of the hut, which was to be our sleeping place, 

still far ahead, and, seemingly, in the nAdst of these 

adaionitory signs of a dangerous substratum, gave 

rise to a sense of exposure, and to apprehensions, not 

experienced on the former occasion. 

The rude lodge we were to occupy, open in front, 
and only slightly thatched on the side next the wind. 
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Stands tyro or three hundred yards from the edge of 
the crater on the north end, but does not command 
a view below ; we, therefore, scarce stopped at it, but 
with impatient eagerness, hurried to the brink. It 
was, however, only to meet with disaj^intment : 
the smoke, in the whole chasm, was so dense as to 
be utterly impenetrable— a flickering flame, here and 
there, was only occasionally to be seen through its 
tliickness; and, now and then, a sudden flash, 
sending an. illuminated column high towards the 
summit Still the sight was deeply impressive. It 
was evident that the perpendicular depth, from our 
very footsteps down, was tremendous, and seemingly 
un&thomable ; and the obscure outline of the upper 
edges, sweeping off on either hand till lost to the eye 
in the smoke, gave an impression of awM immen- 
sity, disposing one to shrink back from the proximity 
already adventured. 

Another cause of disappointment, was the absence 
of those terrific noises, which on my first visit, were 
constantly bursting upon the ear : now scarce a sound 
was to be heard, except the rushing of the wind, as 
it swept oyer the edges of the clifls, to the more ra- 
rified atmosphere within — unless it were an occasional 
indistinct sigh — a half smothered murmur or wheeze 
— and now and then, as a lull or eddy of the wind 
rendered the hearing from that direction more dis- 
tinct, the hiss of' escaping steam, and something 
like the simmer and the bubbling of a mighty caul- 
dron, mingled with the distant sound of a surf, roll- 
ing on a pebbly beach. 
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There was in this assemblage of images — ^in the 
lowery sky ana dii\ang wind — in the riven and 
steaming gromid — in the heavy masses of smoke 
rising from the hedious chasm l)eneath, as if from a 
bottomless pit — and in the oppressive and saddening 
sounds occasionally coming to the ear — that, which 
was well suited to the recollection of years gone 
by, and of friends afar, who had once shared with 
me in the enthusiasm of high wrought admiration, 
excited by the same object. And, in the indulgence of 

— " a mood of mind we all have known," 

thus induced by circumstances and by scene, I 
lingered on the brink till completely chilled, by the 
increasing freshness and dampness of the breeze. 

The rude hut, or rather screen against the wind — 
consisting of poles propt in a slanting position, and 
covered on one side only with a few leaves of the 
sugar cane, and bushes slightly placed upon them — 
we thought for a time very comfortable, and wisely 
located as to temperature ; being on a spot of ground 
of such grateful heat, compared with the rawness of 
the mountain air, as to lead us to congratulate our- 
selves in the advantage it afforded, as we sat on our 
various packages in front, and partook of our evening 
repast, within a foot of a crevice, from which steam 
issued of such power as to cook our potatoes, in a 
short time, without the aid of fire. But when we 
came to take possession of the mats, strewn inside of 
it for beds, we fbxmd ourselves in quarters considera- 
bly hotter than those, in which, Coleman the poet 
puts his lo^er over the bake shop. You will 
scarce believe, that we all slept on k temperature of 



88 SINGULAR PROVISION OF WATER. 

These are found, principally, in an open meadow- 
like place, skirting a wood of noble trees of the 
eugenia and acacia. • i 

In returning, we passed by the poob, furnishing 
visitors with the only water in the vicinity. Its pre- 
j^aration is a kind provision, not only for the weary 
"'traveller, as he occasionally crosses the islai^d at this 
•wonderful place, but for the fowls of the air, who, 
$i.moei times, find security in the regions around — I 
•ay preparation^ for the provision, though natural, 
is -strictly such ; and one of the most singular in the 
world. It is by the condensation of steapi) escaping 
from holes and crevices in the ground, immediately 
to the windward of a bed of earth and lava so hard 
and compact, as to be impervious to water, and- into 
excavations (uid natural basins, of which the drops, 
formed by the elFect of the cold wind upon the vapor, 
fall, and furnish a constant sup{)ly of the purest 
water. I looked with admiration, on the simple pro- 
cess ever taking place, and thought with wonder and 
i(ratitiide of the wisdom and goodness of the Al- 
mighty, often displayed in the economy of nature, 
in which circumstances seemingly small and unim- 
portant, are not only highly condusive to the com- 
fort, but vitally essential to the well being of his crea- 
t ufres. Well indeeil may it be said, that ^^ His works 
no PRAISE Him." 

So(Hi after breakfast we began to prepare for a 
descent below ; and, before long, were all marshalled 
and oc]uipt with long canes, water flaj?ks, &c., for the 
vmdortaking. Directly in front of our sleeping 
place, and entirely round the western side, the descent 
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to the ledge, or offset, is a perpendicular wall of nine 
hundred feet ; we, therefore, went some quarter or 
half mile to thf east, by the direction of our attend- 
ants, many of whom had, within the last two or 
three years, been here with several successive parties. 
Oticomiagto the path leading down, I was quite sur^^ 
prised to find the commencement of it so different 
tnm that of my former descent. Indeed, I did not 
koow^ till then, that any part within the upper cir- 
comferenoe, presented such an aspect — at a single^ 
view, affording the most conclusive proof of the kind 
of process going on, in the undermining of the sur- 
rounding mountain ; and of the manner in which the 
enormous fires beneath are fed, when old masses of 
matter upon which they Lave been acting, become 
utterly reduced to scoria and ashes. 

After an almost perpendicular descent of eighty 
<Mr a hundred feet, — in accomplishing which, we, 
at times, hung fixim rock to rock, — ^the path cache 
upon an extent of ground, half a mile in length and a 
i|uarter broad, broken into abrupt hills and deep glens, 
and covered with grass, shrubbery, and small trees. 
The whde declines gradually, seiveral hundred feet 
towards the crater, and constitutes a little valley, sepa- 
rated firom it, by a succession of barren hills, of vol- 
canic rock and sand. It had evidently been shat- 
tered into its present forms, and sunk firom the 
level above, at no very remote period, in some convul- 
sion, after its foundations had been sapped by 
the element still raging beneath. And it is not im- 
probable, that, even now, the whole is suspended on 
some comparatively slender base, till another throe 

ToL. n. 9 
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shall open for it a descent into a fiery abyss, to be 
converted, in its turn, into a mass of liquid fire. 

The scenery, here, was strikingly, unique and ro- 
mantic ; consisting, above and behind us, of the bare 
and perpendicular face of rocks, from which this 
> section had been rent as it came down ; and of a suc- 
cession of miniature mountains and mvinesj^thrown 
in to every wild form, and still beautifully verdant with 
various growth. The pat|i winding over and through 
these — though plain and seemin^y safe— is in truth, 
the most dangerous that I have met, in the whole re- 
gion. In many places, the bushes and grass skirting 
it, either partially or entirely conceal, the most horrible 
pits and fissures, into which, almost without knowing 
it, a single false step, or a slip, might plunge one to be 
heard of no more. In several instances, when least 
dreaming of danger, I have come upon some of these, 
with a suddenness and want of caution, that have 
made my blood curdle, as I ventured a gaze, into their 
yawning and unfathomable mouths. Once, in par- 
ticular, the first intimation I had of being near any 
thing of the kind, was the heat against my face, of 
the steam issuing fi*om it; my feet being already 
on the very brink ; it was suflSciently large to ad- 
mit the stoutest man entire ; of a depth to which the 
eye could not reach ; and filled with vapor scalding 
hot ! To have fallen into it must have been instant 
and irrecoverable destruction, in another place the 
path led over a crack — to all appearance without bot- 
tom, several feet in width, and extending on either 
hand as far as we could distinguish — by a single nar- 
row arch of a foot's breadth only, in the manner of a 
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natnrd bridge, from which to have stepped, would 
have been for eternity ! 

After traversing this singularly lo^^ted glen, we 
found oursdves still four or five hundred feet above 
the ledge, within the crater : and the descent to it, very 
abrupt and difficult, from the hardness and smootht^ 
ness of the lava of which chiefly it is constituted.' 
In many places, large streams of no very ancient 
date — since they cooled and hardened in their run- 
ning form^ — marked the sides of the cliff; and by a 
principal one of these, resembling a cascade still pour- 
ing down the fece of the hill, most of our party, in 
slow and necessarily cautious progress, reached the 
offset, or natural gallery, running round the chasm. 

Here the changes that have taken place since 1825, 
first became striking. The general features were 
much the same ; but almost every spot, when looked 
upon in detsul, shows evidence of new and tremendous 
action of fire, and of convulsion after convulsion, that 
must have shaken every thing far and wide. The 
greatest alteration, however, is that of which I had 
been apprised — the filling up of the whole surface 
below the ledge, at least two hundred feet. The depth 
below this, was estimated by Lord B3nron's party, at 
five hundred feet — at present it cannot, on an ave- 
rage, be more than two hundred. Many of the 
highest of the Cones have, thus, been much reduced in 
their loftiness ; and many have entirely disappeared) 
In all other resspects, the general surface and aspect is 
the same : though there is much more fire in the 
north end than formerly, and the very route we took, 
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in croBsing the bottom 9i that time, is now a cbaai 
of liquid lakes, from one side to the ether. 

My first walk on the ledge was westward — the 
same direction I went when with IxNrd Byron— -bill 
I had not proceeded half the length of the nortbmi 
^e, before the way was interruqpted by a su^faiur oone, 
which has risen on the ledge ; and which was war- 
rounded by such a suffocating vapor, as to prevent 
passing. I therefore returned to my companions^ 
who were bualy employed, in gathering curious spe- 
cimens of a variety of kinds, till Ishould return to 
accompany them down the remaining distance to the 
bottom. 

By the rising of the lava, the difficulty of making 
the descent is, in a great degree, done away in those 
places where it was ever practicaUe ; and it occupied 
but a few moments to go down. The surface is 
more broken ' and distorted than ever ; and presents a 
truly hideous mass of ruins. There being much 
more fire at the north end, than in 1826^ the currents 
of heated and gaseous air, are more numerous, and 
more strongly impregnated ; and, consequently, an 
examination more hazardous. Oik number became 
divided into separate parties — one of which went far 
into the middle of the northern section, and believe 
themselves to have been at the very edge of the 
largest lake, seen in powerful action the night before. 
The specimens of sulphur, collected firom its border, 
are of the finest and most beautiful kind, but so re- 
cently formed and so delicate, as to be very difficult 
of preservation. 
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In the course of the two or three hours, we were 
at the bottom, we visited four cones — all the centres 
of great activity in the fites. The first was ali!nost 
encrusted with sulphur; and could be approached 
only on the windward side, from the heat and suffo- 
cating vapor in every other direction. This was only 
a few feet high ; and we got near enough to touch 
the sides and top with our canes. Though smoke and 
steam were projecting from its top with great force, 
and considerable noise, we perceived no flame or li- 
quid lava : but the roaring of mighty fires below 
were distinctly heard ; and, at a nearness, that marked 
with temerity the adventure, that brought us within 
the hearing of its undulating, and deeply menacing 
sounds. 

The eager curiosity, however, which rendered us 
in d degree insensiUe to the hazards of our situation, 
was afterwards morfe completely gratified, in a visit 
to two others, much more lofty and unique, and alto- 
gether more imposing in their state and aspect. 
They were situated a mile ferther south, along the 
eastern side ; and our attention was called to them by 
the loud hissing and laborious action of steam, and 
by the flames which, occasionally, flashed firom their 
summits. They were in the neighborhood of each 
other — each about twenty feet in height, not more 
than sixty in circumference at the base, and ta- 
pering almost to a point at the top — being in fact two 
immense, hollow columns, formed by successive slight 
overflowings of lava, cooling as it rolled down, into 
irregular flutings, ornamented with rude drops and 
pendants, and long, tapering stalactites. 
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The nearness of our ajpproach^and theexamim^iop 
, of these were greatly exciting. Though the ragings 
beneath must have been intense — ^from the tremen- 
dous roar within, the irresistible force and deafening 
hiss, with which the steam rushed from every open- 
ing, and from the flames which flashed up, followed 
by lava white with an intensity of heat — still 
the incrustation of scoria immediately around, 
seemed firm, and was less hot^ than in many other 
places : admitting, not only of our coming close to 
the sides of the cone, .but also of dambering some 
feet up them, till we could run our canes into the 
orifices at the top, and withdraw, with their burning 
ends, red hot lava, on which we readily made impres- 
sions, with pencil cases and naval buttons. 

Pele did not seem well pleased with this familiarity, 
however— even the slightest touch with our sticks 
against the molten lava, produced an increased rush 
and roar from below, with an angry spitting of the 
fiery matter high in the air around us ; and, more 
than once, we retreated hastily to a more respectfril 
distance, anticipating from the ill-natured mutterings 
and menacing struggles of her ladyship, to see a 
burning stream roll forth to put an effectual barrier 
to such close inspection. 

So much of novelty — so much of fearfril sublimity 

attracts the attention and calls for admiration, on 

every side, that day after day, in place of a single 

mining, would be insufScient to exhaust the points 

of interest in this grand object : and we regretted 

t^e necessity, that hunger, thirst, and fatigue im- 
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posed upoB us, of taking leave of the depths to which 
we had descended. 

The ascent to our cabin, by the same path we 
came, was toilsome in the extreme ; and but for the 
refireshment derived from the whortle-berried — after 
having surmounted the first cliflfs — ^we should have 
been almost entirely overcome. 

The first evening of our arrival from the bay, 
while stcmding on the edge of the crater, a sudden 
blast of wind brushed from my head a Leghorn ha^ 
which I had worn to shield my frtce, by its broad rim, 
frx)m the sun; and in an instant swept it out of sight 
over the precipice, as was then supposed, beyond all re^ 
covery. But, while at dinner, after having reached the 
hut, we were alarmed by the running of one of the 
natives from the crater, calling, in great agitation, for 
a rope, which had been used in lashing our provisicm 
chest; and on hasdlydemanding what was the matter, 
learned, that an islander, when below in the morning, 
had caught a glimpse of it, lodged on the frice of 
the precipice over which it had been blown, some 
hundred or more feet below the summit ; and, that 
on coming up, he had gone ov^r the brink, and by 
a most frightful effort, had succeeded in gaining pos- 
session of it. After making his way back, however, 
till within some twenty or thirty feet of the top, he 
found it impossible to get farther ; and was then 
standing on a single projecting stone, in danger every 
moment of losing his hold, and of being precipitated 
to instant destruction, down a wall-faced cliff of at 
least nine hundred feet ! 
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We shuddered at the bare thought of what the 
catastrophe might be — but seeing a sufficient num- 
ber of the natives collected, to render any assistance 
practicable, we waited the events in silent agitation ; 
not wishing to be exposed to the possibility of wit- 
nessing with our eyes, what might be too horrid to 
relate. In a few moments we had the happiness to 
perceive, from the general movement and appearance 
of his companions, that the attempt at rescue had 
been* successful ; and, shortly after, pale as death — 
trembling like an aspen leaf— and covered with a 
cold sweat, he came and laid the old Leghorn at my 
feet! 

The hat was not worth a moment of anxiety, 
much less the exposure undergone ; and, while I re- 
warded the intrepidity of the young man, I felt dis- 
posed to reprove the daxing rashness that led to the 
exhibition of it. None but the kindest and most 
disinterested motives induced the attempt — a princi- 
pal one, doubtless, being that of seeing me under the 
necessity of resorting to a turban of silk handker- 
chief, to shield my head from a noonday sun — and 
though alarming in its possible consequences, the mo- 
tive merited commendation and grateful acknow- 
ledgment. 

The remainder of the day was almost necessarily, 
from the exhaustion of the morning, given to loung- 
ing and repose. As the darkness of the night closed 

und us, however, we took a station in sight of the 

ter, and, wrapped in our cloaks, sat in the fresh 

iid on the precipice for an hour or more, catching 

jcasionoHly through the smoke, exhibitions of great 
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beauty and auUimlty . But there were none to pre- 
vent a feelmg* of disappointed expectation^ on my 
part, in comparison with the high gratification before 
derived finom the same object : and I returned to our 
lodge with my companions, thinking that I must re- 
main indebted to my first visit, for the sublimest im- 
pressions ever made on my mind and Ifeelings, by a 
work of nature. 

In this, however, I was mistaken. After some 
hours of sound sleep, I awoke ; and perceiving the 
smoke and clouds over the vdcano to be splendidly 
illuminated, hastened with a glass to a point of ob- 
servation. A very sensible change had taken place 
in the liveliness of the seats of fire — ^in the vividness 
of the flashings of light — and in the sharpness and 
torce of the sounds from various parts. I had been 
seated about ten minutes, fijdng the field of the tdes- 
oope on one and another of the cofies, and on the 
lakes and rivers of bright lava, with great delight, 
when a sudden hissing and mingling of confused 
sounds, accompanied by a brilliant glare of flames 
ihnost directly beneath me, attracted my attention, 
and led me to direct the glass to the spot. In doing 
diiS| I was presented with a spectacle, which, even 
imagination itself can scarce rival. 

The power of the glass was such as to bring the 
scendi seemingly, within touching distance ; and to 
make m^ involuntarily recoil, fi-om the apparent 
[ffozimity to which I was brought by it. A lake, a 
half mile or more in circumference — and probably 
but juBt unclosed — was raging in all the tumult of a 
tempest at sea. At first, the agitation was perpendi- 
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cular — precisely that of a boiling cauldron — tossing^ 
up masses of the red-hot matter, in a bubbling action, 
fiften and twenty feet, with a rapidity of motion, 
equal to that of the most heated boiler. Then came 
a long, r^ular motion from the south, heaving be- 
fore it a fiery surf, whose billows rose, and crested, 
and broke, in sheets and spray of fire, like heavy 
billows sweeping over a reef to the shore ! The 
effect was almost too fearful to be gazed on ; and, 
for a moment — in forgetiulness of the distance and 
safety of my location — as billow after billow rose 
higher and higher and seemed ready to dash over 
me, with an exclamation of horror, I dropped the 
glnss and closed my eyes upon the sight. 

I would have run for my fellow-travellers, but 
feared, that before they could be roused and would 
reach the spot, the aspect of the scene might be en- 
tirely altered. •This indeed would have been the 
case ; for, in less than fifteen minutes, the agitation 
had entirely ceased ; and the surface soon became 
less bright and fiery than that of many other spots. 
I waited a long time, hoping to see it renewed, but in 
vain : and then returned to my couch under an ex- 
citement of varied emotion, admiration, awe, and 
deep humihty, before the majesty and power of the 
Almighty in his works, never before experienced ; 
and repaid a hundred fold^ b]( the scene, for all the 
fatigue and exposure of the journey. 
" I the nearness and distinctness of the view, and 
3 clear perception of the form, character, and 
I q£. the action, it far surpassed any thing be* 
^n the nights I was there with Lord Byron — 
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though the general exhibitions, at that period, were 
far more beautiful, and less obscured by smoke, than 
daring thisWt 

Early on Thursday morning, our encampment 
was in the bustle of preparation for a return to the 
bay : and breakfast was finished, and our long pro- 
cession formed, by half past six o'clock. The wea- 
ther did not promise much in our favor. The clouds 
were low and scudding — every thing wore rather a 
gloomy aspect — and we had scarce accomplished 
three miles, before it began to rain ; and in a short 
time, we found ourselves in a perfect storm. There 
was. no alternative, however, but as rapid a march as 
possible. With stiffened and swollen Umbs and feet, 
shoes very much the worse for service already per- 
formed, stores nearly expended, a driving rain in our 
faces, and a walk of twenty miles to accomplish be- 
fore we could reach a shelter, we did not feel much 
disposed to be facetious ; and formed rather a silent 
and wo-begone procession, compared with the buoy- 
ancy, with which we had hurried over the same 
ground, two days before. 

Each one seemed to think, that the sooner he 
brought his oT^i precious body imder cover, the bet- 
ter ; and vm made short work, to the residence of 
Kinai, the petty chieftain of Ora. We were there 
by 12 o^clock ; and found his establishment tenfold 
more welcome than before. All of us were drenched 
with rain, and. in a state greatly to relish the luxury 
of a large fire, and a change of clothes, which our 
portmanteaus still fortunately afforded. We should 
have remained here all night, had there been no rain ; 
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and therefore, the stonn instead of being an atmoy* 
ance, rather added to the oheevfidmm of om qpirits, 
when screened frcmi its power. 

We were off early again in the» mornii^; jNui 
after a very hJdgmng wdk, from the we&ess of the 
path, and the excessively bad state in which wefevpid 
the road through the wood, reached Idiaarcfs about 
noon. An. express had been sent ahead, with infer'* 
mation o( our approach, and a request for a^boatto 
be in waiting for us — so that we were safely on board* 
the Yincennes in time tot a dinner, fer which* ^e 

had long felt weUnset appetites. Thus, dear H< , 

you have the outline of a second excursion to the 
habitation of Pele. 



LETTER V. 



CASCADE OF THE RAINBOW. 



U. S. Sliip Vincennes, Byrdn^B Bay, ) 
October lOth, 1829. i 

We were to have sailed for Oahu, at 4 o'clock this 
morning ; but before our anchors were up, the land 
breeze died away, and it became necessary to drop 
^Hb again. All hands were kept on board till after 
l||i^ in the hope that we might still be able to get 
mit^ harbor : but then, there being little pros- 
of this for the day. Captain Finch allowed a 
party to go on shore, to be recalled in case of a change 
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oi windy, by the firing of a gun, and the hoisting of a 
flag /It the foreiMI^ head. 

I did not xMOcei the detention. There is one ob- 
jfq^ ^Q>rtlw (4 notice, in the vicinity of the bay, 
wbi^h I &tB not previously an opportunity of visit- 
iM|g4-a water&ll in the Wairuku, two or three miles 
above jts mouth, called by the natives, ^^ke WcA Amie 
nu€f^^ ^^fhe Casc(ide of the RainbaWy^ from the 
ttsautilol exhibition of that phenomenon, on the 
' apray created by it, whenever the sun is unshaded. 
1Ur. Goodrich had dined with us ; and became the 
guide to this spot of a party, consisting of Lieutenant 
Stribling,MidshipmenIrving, Smith, Rowan, Maury, 
Taylor, Anthony, and myself. We landed at the mouth 
of the Wairuku, on the wild rocks forming its precipi- 
tous banks. This place has been a favorite resort of our 
gentlemen ; and the untiring feats of the islanders, 
in throwing themselves from some of the highest of 
the adjoining diffs — thirty, forty, and fifty feet — into 
the basins below, and in gUding down the falls above 
the watering-place, at the seeming hazard of being 
dashed to death, have daily afforded them great 
amusement. 

The path to the curiosity we intended visiting, led us 
along the top of the high banks and precipices edging 
the ravine, through which the Wairuku — ^by a 
gradually descending and winding course — rumbles 
and foams over its rocky bed, from the mountains 
fifteen or twenty miles inland, to the bay. A bright 
and beautiful afternoon, after a clouded and dull 
morning, added to the unexpected pleasure of^an- 
other ramble over these verdant and truly charming 
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•horei, and the gratifying thought of leaving nothing 
of interest in the immediate neigU)orhood unseen, 
imparted great vivacity to our company. I scarce 
know when I have more enjoyed the freshness of the 
land, the beauty of grass and flower, the twittering 
of the birds, and the babblings of the mountain 
stream, with varied other sources of delight both to 
the eye and to the ear, connected with the landscape 
around, than on this occasion. 

When a mile on our way, we heard the pouring 
of a waterfall ; and soon came in sight of one, ex- 
tending Uke a mill-dam, in an unbroken ledge across 
the stream. It is some sixteen or twenty feet in 
height, and very similar in its general character, to 
one or two of the most admired sections of the range 
of cascades, forming the falls of the Canada creek, 
at Trenton in the state of New York. 

In many places the bed of the river is deep — ap- 
parently unfathomable ; and at such parts especially, 
the embankments are bold and abrupt — forty, sixty, 
and a hundred feet high — and generally perpen- 
dicular. One of the loftiest and most precipitous, 
just below the cascade to which we were going, was 
regarded by us with particular interest, as designating 
the scene of one of those tragic casualties, which, 
unhappily, have thrown a melanchdy, though per- 
hiqps not unprofitable association, over two kx three 
of the most celel»rated resorts, of a similar kind, in 
our own country. 

Not kuog since, a young female, with some of 
her companions, strolled up the banks of the river, 
to gather flowers for the wreaths ¥rom as onia- 
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ments of the head and neck. On reaching this 
spot, a splendid cluster of the crimson blossoms 
of the ohia leihua — a species of eugenia — caught 
her eye, op the branch of a tree hanging over the 
precipice. Poising herself ^igainst a limb which she 
thought secure, she stretched her hand after the 
flower ; when — ^in the act of seizing it — ^her support 
suddenly gave way, and she was plunged to in- 
stant death, in the whirling eddies of the gulf 
^]ow I The young tree, flourishing gaily in the 
splendor of its dark green foUage and rich blossoms, 
still marks the fatal locality ; and, as long as it re- 
mains, will doubtless recall to the islanders, the doom 
of the youthful victim of vanity. 

The principal object of our ramble suqpassed, in no- 
velty and beauty, every anticipation. It is deddedly 
superior, in the variety of its points of interest, to any 
other of the kind I have ever seen. It is also strikingly 
unique. The projection of water is one hundred 
and ten feet in height ; and the offset, causing it, in 
the view had of it from below, strictly a natural 
bridge, spanning the basin, into which the water is 
poured, in <me broad arch, resting on either side upon 
massive abutments of basaltic rock. The arch, 
however, instead of being open entirely through, is 
the entrance of a deep recess or cavern, into the dark- 
ness and gloom of which the sight can scarce pene- 
trate. 

The basin beneath — a perfect circle of some hun- 
dred yards diameter — is as placid as a lake, except 
where the stream plunges into it from above, and 
completely walled io, save at a single narrow outlet. 
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by prrapioes ci rock a hundred and fifty feet or lAoie 
high, ridily covered with moss, fern, uid Aiubbeary. 
An- insulated, pyramidal peak, at the base of whidht 
we stood, rises directly opposite to the cascade ; its 
formation, like that of the arch, being almost pre- 
cisely that of the Giant's Causeway — possessing the 
same distinctive characteristics in form, and in regu- 
larity of arrangement 

There was something so secluded in the location, 
so wild in the outline, so rich and beautiful in the 
foliage and clothing of the chffi, and in the mantling 
of their summits, so imposing in the rushing of the 
stream — as it poured itself in a silvered mass, directly, 
as it were, from the blue bosom of the sky, and theii 
plunged, in eq«al qplendor, into thedepthsbelow — that 
we were irresistibly charmed with the whole scene ; 
and greatly regretted, that we should not have an op- 
portunity of revisiting it for a day, in addition to 
the single hour we could now remain. 

There is another waterfall in the Wairuku, still 
farther inland, which, Mr. Goodrich thinks, cannot 
be less than three hundred feet in height. Indeed, 
the numerous streams furrowing this section of Ha- 
waii, from the mountains to the shore, are filled with 
them ; and the whole may appropriately be styled 
" tlie region of cascades." 

We returned to the bay, by a difierent path, from 
that by which we went up. It led us directly to a 
range of three old craters, in the rear of the mission 
house, and half a mile from it. The highest and 
largest is that next the bay ; and, when viewed from 
the water, partially conceals the others. Its trun- 
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cated summit, a half mile in circumference, rises three 
or four hundred feet abbve the adjoining ground \ 
and k now, in every part, perfectly covered with turf. 
The sides of the rims next the sea, are in all of them 
the lowest ; and show plainly, that when in action, 
they dii^orged themselves in that direction. Mr. 
Goodrich has encircled the largest, with a broad, 
deep ditch ; and converted it into a pasturage for his 
cattle, and for the horses of some of the chie&, which 
have been sent to Hido for keeping. 

The tops of the craters command fine views of the 
surrounding country ; especially of the bay, in its en- 
tire outline— from the blue and peaceful waters 
of which, the Yincennes was now seen to rise, loftily 
and beautifully, with her long pennant and broad 
banner gleaming brightly, in the setting sun. 



LETTER VI. 

THE HBBSDITART AND LAST PRIB8TB8S OF PSLK. 

U. S. Sliip Vincennei, Byron't Bay, > 
October 18th, 18S9. { 

On our return from the cascade of the Rainbow, 
Mr. Stribling and myself called at the mission house,' 
and were, unexpectedly, gratified by an interview 
with the hereditary and last Priestess op Pele. 

In speaking of the volcano, Mr. Goodrich inci- 
dentally remarked, that this individual was now re- 
siding in the immediate neighborhood ; and, at our 
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suggestion, sent a messenger to invite her over. She 
almost immediately came, attended by hit house- 
hold, consistii^ of eight or ten individuals, male and 
female. I should judge her to be forty or forty-five 
years of age ; a tall, findy formed, majestic woman, 
wrapped in a large, black mantle of native cloth, 
falling in thick folds like the Roman toga, from the 
bust to the ground. We were much impressed with 
her appearance, as she entered at the head of her 
train, and, after receiving our salutations, became 
seated on a mat in the centre of the apartment, in 
the attitude of a Turkish female on a divan. The 
style of her face is remarkably noUe and command- 
ing — indicative of strong traits of character — ^with 
a full, piercing black eye, which I can readily ima- 
gine, naight be fearfully intimidating to the super- 
stitions, when flashing in the wildness of an imagi- 
nary inspiration. There was not only a deep seri- 
ousness, but a decided cast of melancholy in her 
whole aspect, which reminded me, in connection 
with the strongly marked and superior contour of 
of her features, of a fine print of the tragic muse, 
which I recollect to have seen. 

Perhaps the impression on my mind was deep- 
ened, by the recollection of a rencontre, when 
a resident of Lahaina, -with an inferior priestess of 
the s€mie order, then still holding, or claiming the 
prerogatives of her class. I unexpectedly met h^ 
in €tn evening walk, followed by a considerable com- 
pany ; some,^ evidently under the influence of a su- 
perstitious feeling in reference to her ; and others, as 
evidently disposed to deride her pretensions. She 
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was dressed in a faatastic manner, with dishevelled 
hair — helkeyes flashing in a half-frenzy, from the 
degree of excitement to which she had wrought her- 
self—and appeared altogether like a maniac : such 
as I supposed her in reaUty to be, till undeceived by 
the exclamations of the crowd, " it is a goddess-^ 
it is a goddess /" 

As if to intimidate, she approached me with a 
fierce and daring look ; and waving before her a 
small flag of tapa, appended to a light staff, supported 
the daim by the declaration, " / am a goddess — a 
goddess indeed ! — the palapala and the pule (let- 
ters and religion) are not good : they will destroy 
^the people /" Until then, I was passing without in- 
tending to take further notice of her ; but, under- 
standing this — in view of the respective causes thus 
brought forward by her — as a kind of challenge, I 
stopped ; and deliberating, for a moment, what course 
to pursue, fixed my eyes fully on hers, and charged 
her with falsehood and wickedness, in her attempts 
to deceive the people, by proclaiming herself a god- 
dess, while conscious that she was an impostor, and 
that her pretensions to inspiration were a " mea puni- 
puni wale no,^^ — ^^ a thing of falsehood only, ''^ I 
spoke in a serious and positive tone, and my words 
had the effect designed. She could not meet the fixed- 
ness of my gaze ; her eyes wavered and dropt ; and 
becoming greatly embarrassed, she endeavored to turn 
the whole into a laugh ; but I continued my reproof, 
till she hurried silently away, followed by the hoot- 
ings and ridicule of the whole throng. 
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This individual was of small figure, and not of 
stri^ng &ce, except in the brilliancy and power of a 
fine eye ; yet, in the fit of enthusiasm in which she 
at first appeared, there was an expressicNi so unnatu- 
ral, as to be fearful, even to the mind superior to su- 
perstitious emotions ; and which, irresistibly, re-, 
minded me of what I have imagined the looks of a 
demoniac.to have been, in the times, when such pos- 
sessions were, foa wise purposes, permitted. 

A lively recollection of the impressions of this in*, j 
cident, connected with the disadvantage in peimiMH 
and feature in the case, compared with the indivt^ 
dual now present, enabled me easily to conceive, how 
fully this chief priestess, firom the strength of expres- 
sion and action of which her &ce and figure are evi- 
dently capable — ^under the excitement of a supposed 
inspiration by the goddess whose^ altar she served, 
while her * , 

" eye, in a fine frenzy rolling', 
Should glance from heaven to earth, from earth to heaven,"— 

might infuse, Into a credulous votary, impressions 
and fears, that would readily be attributed to the 
po^r and age*bcy of a supernatural being. 

It was by exhibitions of this kind, and the efiect 
produced by them on the populace, that the priests 
and priestesses, especially those of Pele, or the god- 
dess of volcanoes, continued their sway over the 
belief and superstitious feelings of the people. 

The priestess is now a firm believer in Chris- 
tianity, and is one of the most attentive pupils of the 
station, at which, entirely for the benefit of instruc- 
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lion, she has become permanently established. Her 
convictions of the folly and wickedness of her fomier 
vocation is such, that she is reluctant to converse 
much upon it. Her fatha: was the hereditary kahu, 
or steward, as she was the priestesd, of Pele. The 
duty of the kahu was to provide the materials for the 
general sacrifices — ^the food and raiment of the- sup* 
posititious deity : to grow the taro, potatoes, and sugar- 
cane, and the cloth-plant, firom which the garments for 
her were made ; to provide the hogs and fowls, &c., 
Hm to have all things in readiness for the offerings, 
•41'tiie appointed seasons. 

Of the plantations sacred to this use, one was on 
the seashore, and another within the precincts of the 
crater — ^in the broken ground, described as that upon 
which we first came, in descending firom our hut, on 
our late visit. The kapu and his family resided, part 
of the time, on the coast ; and part, in the neighbor- 
hood of the crater. 

At the time of sacrifice, the priestess herself de- 
scended into the depths of the volcano, $tnd, approach- 
ing the place most accessible and most active with 
fire, cast upon it the gifts, with the exclamatjon 
" Here Pele is food far pou " — specif jring the arti- 
cle or articles — " and here is cloth,^^ mentioning its 
nanle and varieties. In answer to the question, 
whether she was not afraid of the fire which she ap- 
proached ? she said no^ for she then believed^ that the 
goddess would defend her from harm — ^but, that now, 
when she knew, that there was no such b^ng as 
Pd6, she should be afiraid to go to places where shet 
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once did without apprehension, lest she might perbh 
in her temerity. 

Such, dear H , have been the rapid and happy 

triumphsof Christianity, overthe butlately deep-rooted 
heathenism of this country — and thus, havethe shades 
of superstitionand error been dispersed by the mild light 
of the gospel ! Even those who have grown dd in 
the performance of the most favorite rites of idolatry, 
and who held unbounded influence and distinguished 
rank from their office, have discarded the whole sys- 
tem ; and, conscious of their ignorance and their 
guilt, are found meekly sitting at the feet of the 
High Priest of Salvation, to be instructed and re- 
deemed by him ! 

The inhabitants of this section of Hawaii, as I 
have before remarked, are among the most primitive 
and rude of the islanders, still, they are no longer a 
pagan population, but, from every observation thai 
our ship's company have been able to make, strictly 
and most conspicuously a Christian people. The 
description I have given of a sabbath here, will con- 
vey some idea of the manner, in which that and 
other external observances of Christianity are re- 
garded. To it I may add, what I then omitted, that 
not a canoe — unless it might have been some one or 
two bringing their proprietors to church — was seen 
upon the water, nor a single instance observed of 
labor or amusement Forty of our crew had Uberty 
on shore on the afternoon of that day ; and the re- 
port I overheard one and another of them giving to 
their fellows, was in itself sufficient to satisfy me of 
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the Utter change which had been accomplished, in 
the whole character of the people. So punctilious 
were the inhabitants, in their regard for the sabbath, 
that the seamen sought in vain to purchase anything 
whatever. Not even a watermelon or a banana 
could be obtained, except as a gift of hospitaUty. No 
rude crowd gathered round, as they sauntered from 
place to place. The men treated them with civility 
when they came to their houses ; but the women, 
universally, with such distance, by withdrawing 
from the places where they were, and by seeking se- 
curity in the bosomii of their famihes, from any fa- 
miUarity that might have been offered, that no one, 
80 frir as I can learn, has it in his power to report, 
that he met with a single instance of licentiousness 
at Byron's Bay. 

The force of this evidence of reformation, will be 
best understood by those, who have known what the 
character of the intercourse of shipping with its in- 
habitatits, as well as those of every other part of the 
Sandwich Islands — even within a few years — has 
been ; and, by such, it will be acknowledged as one, 
which the most sanguine beUevers in the success of 
the mission, never expected to find, so early as the 
year 1829. 

Along the whole coast, no noisy drum of heathen- 
isb carousal, nor rude song of obscenity is now heard 
— but in their place, the hum of the crowded school, 
the voice of thanksgiving and prayer, and, not un- 
fiequently, the chanting of the morning and the 
evening hymn ! 
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LETTER VII. 

riRST INTBRTIBW WITH THK MI8SI0NABIKS AT OABU. 

U. S. Ship Vincennes, Roads of Honoluln, ) 
October 13th, 1829. $ 

Yesterday morning at four o'clock, we weighed 

anchor in Bjrron's Bay, and, after being gently 

fanned from the harbor by a land-breeze, took the 

trade-wind, and with all sail set, bore away for Oahu, 

Vspme two hmidred miles distant. 

We made the eastern end of Maui, sometime befiure 
dark ; while the higher parts of Mounakea were still 
distinctly in sight, and — from their loftiness and the 
rich, deep blue of their shades — seemingly still near. 
Most of our gentlemen have felt disposed to question 
the estimate, that has generally been made, of the 
loftiness of this mountain ; but, as we left it yester- 
day, the more distant we became from it, the more 
evident it was to all, that, whether 18,000 feet or not 
above the level of the sea, it must be, and is, im- 
mensely high. 

. Just now we are favored with a beautifril moon ; 
and the officer of the mid-watch informed me this 
morning, that the view of the windward side of Maui 
was 80 distinct and fine, for two or three hours before 
daylight, that he thought seriously of calling me on 
deck to .enjoy it. I went up at six o'clock. We 
were then &r past the channel separating it from 
Vlorokai, and were rapidly approaching that between 
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this latter island and Oahu. At seven o'clock, when 
ofT the north end of Morokai, we descried one of the 
headlands of Oahu in the neighborhood of Diamond 
Hill, rising dimly, Uke a conical islet, from the water. 

Our approach lifter this was very rapid ; and, in 
the course of a couple of hours, the whole of the 
eastern side came in view. As we drew in with the 
land, so as to distinguish the objects on shore, we were 
all greatly disappointed in its appearance — ^more so, 
no doubt, from having so recently left the luxuriance 
and verdure of Hido. Instead of the freshness and 
beauty of aspect exhibited, when first seen by us in 
1823, it looked as if seared with fire ; atid in plaoft 
of green hills and rich valUes, every part, except 
the very tops of the mountains, was of a dead ash 
color — and seemingly just swept, by a siroc of the 
desert. The sight quite dispirited me — I had been 
told at Hido, that, both at Maui and Oahu, there had 
been the longest drought known for many years — 
but, I was not prepared, for such a general and de- 
forming evidence of it. 

We reached Diamond Point before noon ; and in 
passing it, as the groves and wide spreading planta- 
tions of Waititi, and the vallies and mountains *be- 
hind them, came upon the eye — followed by the long 
plain of Honolulu — the port itself adjoining — and 
the distant country beyond, to the range of moun- 
tains far in the west — the same marks of dearth 
were seen stamped on the whole coast ; and so dif- 
ferent was the entii-e face of the country, in this re- 
qpect,from every former appearance, that I could scarce 
bdieve it, the rich and beautiful Oahu, which all vi- 
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sitors have considered the most pleasant and fertile, 
9,nd been accustomed to call the garden, of the isl- 
ands of the group. 

We dropped anchor at twelve o'clock, in a range 
with three or four ships in the roads, just as Adams, 
the pilot, boarded us ; and were, at the same time, 
about announcing our arrival by a salute, when in- 
formed by him, that the commander of the fort and 
all the chiefs were some miles in the country ; and 
that it could not be answered immediately. It was, 
therefore, postponed, till^axrangements on the subject, 
should be made with the proper authorities. 

As soon as a boat could be lowered. Lieutenant 
Dornin and myself were on our way to the shore — 
he, to apprise the American consul of Captain Finch's 
arrival, and I, to meet the embraces of our friends. . 
We were two miles oif ; and, before reaching the 
entrance of the harbor, saw a boat approaching, in 
which I recognised Mr. Jones, the consul. Mr. Dor- 
nin having a packet for him, we lay on our oars and 
spoke her. Mr. French, an American merchant, 
and Mr. Charlton, His Britannic Majesty's consul, were 
also in the boat. After an interchange of civilities, 
and the .delivery of the package, we resumed our 
ooursei and entered the harbor, filled with ships — 
wbalera,. merchantmen, d^c., and the native craft — 
and exhibiting every appearance of a busy and 
tittiving port Several stone quays are now built, at 
difierent places, along that, which was only a sand- 
\ when we left. We landed at one of these, 
e the American consulate ; and immediately 
I our way towards the mission-house. 
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There are very considerable changes in the ap- 
pearance of the town near the water; and very 
great improvements. The coral platform, along the 
walls of the fort and adjoining point, which, on our 
arrival in 1823, was the court end of the metropolis, 
is now converted to a more Appropriate use — that of 
a dock-yard and kind of depot for naval stores. At 
least, so I judged, from seeing one or two small ves- 
sels on the stocks there, and many others undergoing 
repairs — a large, two story, store-hourse of stone, &c. 
&c. The neat wooden building erected at the same 
place, by the regent Kaahumanu, and occupied, as 
you recollect, by Lord Byron, during his visit, has been 
removed into the town, on the level ground, some 
distance from the water, near Mr. Jones', and fitted 
with green blinds, a flagstaff, and look- out, stands 
a conspicuous object, both from the water and on 
shore, as the " Blonde Hotel" owned by Governor 
Boki. Besides this, there are many other well-built, 
European looking structures. Among them a store* 
house and ofSce of Mr. Charlton, near the water, /at 
the corner of the fort next the town — and a very 
large and convenient establishment, consisting of 
warehouse, shop, counting room, and other apart- 
ments, belonging to Mr. French. Indeed every ap- 
pearance indicates an ajdvance in the importance 
and business of the place. 

The arrival of ships seems, now, so much an 
every day occurrence, as scarce to attract attention, 
except among the gentlemen in business; and 
when we landed, the name and character of the 
Yinoennes were not yet generally known on shore. 
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No suspicion of my arrival was entertained by my 
former associates, till we he had nearly reax^hed the 
mission houses ; when we met Rev. Mr. Clark and 
Dr. Judd, of the last reinforcement to the mission, 
and shortly after, Mr. Ruggles, with our friend Mr. 
Hunnewell, still engag^ in mercantile pursuits at 
Honolulu. 

My first call I felt due to Mr. and Mrs. Bingham j 
and, therefore, made my way to the door of the old, 
wooden house, opening into the rooms they occupy. 
From Mrs. gingham's exclamation, in an inner 
apartment, on hearing my voice, and Mr. Bingham's 
hurried entrance, I ascertained, that we had taken 
them by entire surprise — which Mrs. Judd verified, 
as she rushed into the room, from an adjoining part 

of the house. You, my dear H , can better 

imagine what my feelings, and what theirs were, for 
a time, than I describe them. There was a min- 
gling of pain with the fullness of our joy, which, 
perhaps, all have experienced in meeting those they 
love, after a long separation ; and, for which, Cow- 
per well accounts, when he resolves it into a neces- 
sity, interwovb with our natures and our condition — 
that no earthly happiness shall be without its aBdy. 
At the end of a half hour, and after partaking of 
some refi'eshment, Mr. Domin returned to the village 
and on board ship — I having made arrangements for 
a boat towaids evening. 

It would be impossible to give even an outline of 
pics of our conversation, they were so nume- 
10 varied, and so incongruous — embracing mis- 
ies, chiefe, and people — ^friends in all parts of 
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the world — scenes of joy and scenes of sorrow — 
events past, present, and to come ; and calling into 
exercise ten hundred feelings of joy and sadness, of 
hope and apprehension, of thanksgiving and prayer : 
and in such power, as to rouse to excitement many 
of the stiongest affections of the heart. 

After an hour or two spent in this manner, I pre- 
pared to return on board ship. Mr. Bingham would 
have accompanied me to call on Captain Finch and 
my fellow-officers, but it was becoming late — the ship 
three miles distant — and the captain had sent to 
ask of him the favour of a translation into the 
Hawaiian language of the President's letter, and 
some remarks of his own in an address to the king, 
to be in readiness for an audience with the govern- 
ment, as soon as the necessary arrangements could 
be rDade. On my way to the town, I called on Mrs. 
Chamberlain and Mrs. Shepherd, who live in a cou- 
ple of neat, stone cottages, near the printing office, 
and on Mrs. Clark, Mrs. Ruggles, and Mrs. Green, 
at Mr. Ellis' house. Mr. Green is at present on the 
N. W. Coast of America, on an exploring visit 
among the natives there. 

LgMiw none of the chiefs or people that I knew. 
Thift King was out riding — Governor and Madam 
B(^ up the valley toward the Pari — and Kaahu- 
manu, the regent, at her country house, at Manoa. 
Expiresses had been immediately sent, in the various 
directions, to inform them of the arrival .of the Vin- 
ceniies. The ex-queen, Namahana, died two or 
three weeks ^o ; and Governor Adams, of Hawaii, 
and the Princess Harieta, and Governor Hoapiri, of 
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attend, to be at the palace at the hour appointed 
for the levee. Mr. Jones had been requested to 
present the compliments of the captain, in like man- 
ner, to the residents and visitors of respectability in 
port ; and to invite their presence on the occasion. 

At 12 o'clock, we fired twenty-one guns — the es- 
tablished national salute here — and, soon afterward. 
Captain Finch, attended by as large a; number of the 
officers as could be spared from necessary duty, left 
the ship. All were in full dress; and we pulled 
away, in a handsome procession of four boats, while 
the guns of the fort were still answering those of 
the Vincennes. The last of these had just been 
fired, as the captain's gig approached the moorings 
of the Tamehameha — the king's finest vessel — 
which is kept in navd order, in the centre of the 
port, with a long pennant, banner, and jack flying. 
Much to our suprise, she commenced a salute, in 
compliment to the captain's landing'; which brought 
us to our "oars," as the technical phrase is, and 
obliged the Vincennes, as a matter of course, to re- 
turn gun for gun, according to established etiquette 
— making in all eighty-four, whose bellowings had 
echoed &r and wide, in little more than twenty mi- 
nutes. Our landing, consequently, was attended, at 
least, with noise enough. 

We disembarked in fi'ont of the consulate, where 
we were expected to take a glass of wine, before Mr. 
Jones should conduct us to the palace. Here all the 
ipidents and visitors of respectability, including the 
BrUish consul, and several other English gentlemen, 
were assembled*; and, after a general introduction, 
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land, towards the hill and valleys. Every thing with- 
in, appeared exceedingly neat. On the side of the 
square at which we entered, and near the gate, there 
are three or four good sized houses, but not differ- 
ing, externally, from most of the better kind of native 
dwellings. These, we were informed, are the di- 
ning and sleeping rooms, offices, <fcc., of the king 
and his household. At a considerable distance, 
on the opposite side, stands the palace — a fine, 
lofty building of thatch, some hundred or more feet 
in length, fifty or sixty broad, and fortjr or more 
high — beautifully finished and ornamented at the 
corners, from the ground to the peak, and along the 
ridge of the roof, with a rich edging of fern leaves, 
the dark brown of which, in their dried state, con- 
trasts prettily with the lighter color, and smoothness 
of Jhe general covering. It is enclosed by a hand- 
some and substantial palisade fence, with two gates 
— one large, in front, and a smaller at the side — and 
a pebbled area within. 

As we entered the square, the royal guard were 
seen under arms, beside the palace, at the gate we 
were to psiss, in double file^of a hundred men each 
—the wjhole being in a complete uniform of white, 
with cuflfe and colars of scarlet, and black caps. The 
caplua, our old friend Kahuhu, was at their head, in 
a handsome dress of scarlet, with gold lacings, and 
eiq)ensive sword. As Captain Finch passed, they 
jieaented arms, in a style, perfectly en railitaire : and 
dOie same time, Kekuanoa, now styled the Gene-- 
ml, from being ^ the head of the mUitary forces of 
the king, appeared at the gate, in the full and rich 
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oil of the late king and queen, taken in London, 
placed, at the upper end, in carved frames richly 

gilt. 

Such, dear H , is the reception room of His 

Majesty of Hawaii, in 1829. Contrasted with the 
one, into which you were received, in 1823 — in 
those days considered highly respectable and elegant 
— and with that, in which Lord Bjrron and suite 
were ushered, in 1825, the difference is equal, ^.Imost, 
to the improvements that would take place in a cen- 
tury, in the abodes of royalty in most other countries; 
and greater than that, which now exists, between 
the new and the old rooms in Windsor Castle. I 
do not fear being thought extravagant, in saying, 
that this palace of Kauikeaouli would, even in the 
Royal Park, form a rustic pavilion, in which his Ma- 
jesty of England might occasionally lounge, not only 
with comfort, but with delight. 

But as there are no ante-rooms, I am keeping you 
a long time in the presence, Without an approach to 
the throne. In the middle of the room, about sixty 
feet in front, or two thirds the length of the apart- 
ment, the young monarch was seated, in an arm 
chair, spread with a splendid cloak cf yellow fea- 
thers. His dress was the Windsor uniforih, of the 
first rank, with epaulettes of gold — the present of 
George IV.-^and an underdress of white, ' witl^ 
silk stockings and pumps. On a sofa, immediately 
on his righ, were Kaahumanu, the regent, and the 
,two ex- queens, Kinau — at present the wife of Gene- 
ral Kekuanaoa — and Kekauruohe. Being in mourn- 
ing, they were in well-made, and becoming dresses of 
black, with ruffs, and caps of white, trimmed with 
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love-ribboQ. Governor and Madame Boki had not 
arrived from the country ; and the only other chie& 
in the room, were, those of inferior rank, holding dif- 
ferent offices in the establishment of the king, and 
who, in military dresses, stood in household style, at 
intervals dT some yards against the walls. 

A range of chairs swept off on either side from 
the king and chie&, in a circle towards the entrance, 
for the accommodation of our party ; and at the foot 
of the row on the left hand, were Mr. Bingham, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ruggles, Mr. and Mrs. Chamberlain, Dr. 
and Mrs. Judd, Mrs. Green, Miss Ward, Mr» Clark, 
end Mr. Shepherd, of the Mission. 

The introduction, by Mr. Jones, took place in the 
order of rsi^k. I did not need ^the civility ,' and only 
r^retted, that a first meeting with those in whom I 
feel so deep an interest, should be on a formal and 
puUic occasion. Our greetings, how;ever, were most 
c<»rdial, as I passed them in my order in the train ; and 
were renewed again and again, on their part, as soon 
as the courtesy due to my companions as strangers, 
allowed them to direct their attention to me. This 
ceremony with the chieftains over, the captain and 
officers teiBsed the room to the missionaries, to inter- 
change salutations with them, when we became seated 
finr baq^jlsss ; the captain pn the left of the king, the 
ocmsniVhext, with the gentlemen of the Yincennes 
and mission family on one side, and the merchants, 
vkitors, residents, &c., to the number of thirty or 
iaHfyi on the other. 

Captain Finch, having chosen to avail himself of 
Mr. Bingham's services, as interpreter, requested him 
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I trust I shall be warranted on my return among 
them, to strengthen their prepossessions in your fa- 
vor, and to confirm the accounts of the good traits of 
character of our new acquaintances, the islanders, 
subject to your authority. 

With your leave I will now acquit mjteelf of the 
pleasing duty devolving upon me, by relding and 
handing the document adverted to ; which illustrates 
th^ light in which the president wishes to hold your 
nation ; and upon which you will, I hope, ponder 
often, deliberately, and jfiilly. 

The presents I also ask permission to distribute 
amongst those of your faithful friends for whom 
they are intended ; trusting that they will tend to 
the enlargement of knowledge, invite to social and 
rational enjojrments ; and further, secure enduring 
recollections of the assurances which I give of the, 
dimnterested friendship of the president and govern- 
ment of the United States. 

W. C. B. Pinch. 

October 14Ui, 1898. 

Mr. Bingham having read a translation of this in 
the Hawaiian tongue, Captain Finch proceeded in 
the perusal of the document from the government. 

TO TAHEHAMEHA III. 

KINO OF THB SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

NavT Department of the United States of Am^ca, i 
Clqr of WaaMncton, 90th Jannary, A. D. 1899. | 

By the approbation and direction of the president 
dp the United States, I address you this letter, and 
•end it by the hands of Captain William Compton 
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» 

Both doeumeotfii were'listened to with*iatense in* 
terest. I nevei^ befinre saw Kaahumanu ^more exci- 
ted. She se^ed scarce ablejo command her feel- 
ings ; and before^l^br. SofiftiarcK letter was Ihikhed, 
her eyes were filled with tears. " Maitai — mai 
nop " good — good indkt^ /" uttered with the qi 
tone, in which he usually spe^ when, pleased, 
the hasty comment of the King ; while, (he- feqic^es^ 
with bright faces. le-echoed the fflkurobation, '^ mai- 
tai no — maitai no P 

Both papers were men fdaced by the eaptaiii in the 
hands of the king, who received them witbi^ more 
formal exffe|pion of his satis&ctlon by saying, thai 
himself and cbiefe were highly favored by such a 
communication ; and acknowledged his oldigations 
to Captain Finch as . the bearer of it, and for the 
kind sentiments with which it had been delivered^ 
The servants having charge of the presents were 
now called^ and these placed before the king. A 
pair of globes, celestial, and terrestrial, and a large 
map of the United States, for himself: % silver vase, 
inscribed with the arms of the United States, and hec 
name, for the regent: two silver goblets, with in- 
scriptions of a similar character, for the princess : and 
two large maps of tfie world, one for Governor Boki^ 
and the other for Governor Adams. 

The kind acceptance of these, led to a renewal of 
the sentiments of good will previously manifested on 
the part of the captain ; in the midst of which, Gov- 
ernor Boki, accompanied by Manuia, captain of the 
fort, in a riding suit, with cap and whip in hand^ 
made his ajqpearance. He had just dismounted^ 
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and apologized fer the lateness o^ his ^arrival, and 
undress, by sa}diig, that both himself and Madam 
Bold were .ill when su|p3Kn|d to .the palace ; and 
the latter stilLtdo unwell to dome to t<^n. After H 
It's conversation with him, the king invited 
tfaANf^tain and officers to a 'glass of wine, and led 
the fnny lo a side table, 'hamfcomely laid with a su- 
perb set fyf cut-glass — ^stained and (urafi^ented with 
cameos in* white— 4i|t large trays of* silver plate. 
This movement broke up the fomUlity of the seated 
circle, and^fariojas familiar groups were formed in dif- 
ferent parti of the room, engaged in easy.fmhd plea- 
sant conversation. 

Tamehameha III., or as more generally styled, 
Kauikeaouli, instead of the little boy you knew, 
in 1825^ is now a fine, stout young man of sixteen ; 
as graceful, well-bred, and perfectly gentleman-like 
in his whole deportment, as any lad of his age in the 
most polished circles of our country. X was highly 
gratified with the dignity and propriety of his de- 
meanor : and sihl more so, to learn that his private 
character is as unexceptionable, as his public appear- 
ance is manly and becoming the station he occupies. 

At the end of an hour we took our leave, much 
pleased with the whole entertainment — the guards, 
still on post, presenting arms again as we passed. 
The oSizers expressed themselves astonished at the 
reception ; and seemed half disposed to charge me 
with having deceived them, in the representations I 
had made — both in my published account, and in 
private conversations — of the state of advancement 
amcMig the people. On disavowing this^ and ex- 
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praKdng thejEnirpiise I had myiidf experienced — ^not-- 
withstanding my knowledge of their state only four 
years ago — ^they re(d||di^ tW the truth then most 
Mb^ which is uhquestidtiaUy the &ct, that the Teparts 
given of the people by the missionaries and by fieit- 
ors, have by no meatis kept pace with ^^miiid 
strides making by them, in die various departibenis 
of civilization and refinement. « « 



LETTER IX. 

A MOBNINO VISIT TO TBI PBIRCIPAL ORIBFS. 

U. S. Ship Vincennes, Port of Honolulu, )- 
October 16th, 1889. ( 

On leaving the palace yesterday, Captain Finch 
and myself, accompanied by Mr. Jones, called on the 
ladies of the British consul's fietmily^nd on those of 
the mission ; and took dinner afterwards at the Ame- 
rican consulate. 

The usual weekly prayer meeting of the mission 
family occurred in the evening. Lieutenant Strib- 
ling and myself attended*, and in the participation 
(rf* its elevating and happy influences, in the midst 

of those who we, dear H ^ must ever regard, in 

a peculiar manner, as our sisters and our brothevs — 
in joining in their praises and their prayers^ in recei- 
ving their affectionate Christian salutations, and in 
impartiog to them such encouragement and exhoita- 
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tion as I could present from the land of their fathers, 
and the churches of their special love-r-I enjoyed 
one of those seasons of Christian communion and 
sympathy, which cheers andmiimate&^the heart with 
a power above the charm of ordinary intercoursef ' 

Early after the introduction to the government, 
Captain Finch received the following note, in the 
native Iftngua^e, from the regent. 

daptain Fincb, 

I am made joyful by your arrfval here, with 

good counsel for us. , Now, if you desire it, there is 

the house of two stories, built by my brother, Karai- 

moku ; it is quite at your service, for yotor accom- 

. modation to lodge on shore. 

The house is not vwy good — we are are not very 
well furnished, but I am happy to «how you hospi- 
tality and kindness. 

Elizabeth Khahumanu. 

Oabu, October 15Ui, 1829. 

The house referred to, is the large stone residence 
erected by Karaimoku, during the visit of the royal 
party in England. Since his death, it has remained, 
unoccupied, and is unfurnished, which explains the 
apology at the close of the communication. I sub* 
join the anpirer. 

TO ELIZABETH KAAHUMANtJ. 
Regent, 

Your letter is very gratifying to me, and I 
give you thanks for it. 

I would accept the house wjjfich you offer, as a re- 
sidence during my short stay here, but it has not been 
my custom to live outside of the walls of my vessel. 
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Mr. Jones,* our consul, han already offered me a 
suitable apartment, but I declined accepting H. 

I value this proof of your desire to extend hospi- 
tality to me^ quite as much as if I actually enjoyed it. 

I sincerely desire your welfare ; and am happy in 
having been the herald of advice which you esteem 
good for you. ' n 

Let what my government has said to you, engage 

your deepest attention — ^honest motives have dictated 

the language it has used. 

May you be always happy; 
W. C. B. Pinch. 

U. S. Ship ViBCtmiei, Honolulo, f 
Octoker 16Ui, 189D. ] 

After this reply had.heen dispatched this mornings 
I accompanied Captain Finch in an informal call on 
the principal chiefs at their respective residences. 

We landed at eleven o'clock ; and, following the 
street towards the mission houses, made our Visits ac- 
coining to the order of dwellings, without reference 
to the relative rank of the occupants. 'The first in- 
clos^ire we came to, is that of Kekuanaoa. Like 
that of the king, it is large and neatly kept, differing 
entirely, in this respect, from the state in which the 
precincts of their habitations were once s^en. The 
general was walking in front of one of the build- 
ings ; and. On perceiving us, hastened himself to 
point out the entrance, and open the gate. 

On this chieftain, at least, the peqp had of the Court 
of St. James — ^when m Oreat ftritain with his late 
royal master — ^has not been lost There is much of the 
ease and courteoasness of high life in all his move- 
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ments ; and in his mannera, figure, dress, and whole 
deportment) that^which would secure to him the epi- 
thet of a <^ gentleman" in any society. 

We had approached the rear, as was discovered, 
instead of the firont of his establishment ; and to 
reach the principal apartment, or rath^ house — ^for 
every room is a distinct building — ^were conducted 
by him first through that, which, fi'om a spread table • 
and sideboard, evidently was a dining hall; and then 
through another with accommodations for sleeping. 
I by no means regretted this, howevei*, when I per- 
ceived the perfect neatness, good taste, and keeping 
of each. Had I entered them by accident, without 
knowing to whom they belonged, I should not have 
thought of being in the residence of a native, but, 
fitom the finish of every part, and from the furniture, 
in that of some foreign gentlemem. 

The sitting room is delightful. A large door at 
each end opens a fine draft for the air : the floor was 
beautifully carpeted with mats ; while, in the centre, 
stood a rich couch of yellow damaak, with armed 
chairs placed on either side, so that those occupying 
ibem, enjoyed aU the benefit of the breeze sweeping 
through. On one side, a native lounge or divan ex- 
tended the whole length of the apartment. Spread 
with a succession of the finest mats beautifully va- 
riegated with stained grass, and furnished with 
round pillows of damask and silk velvet, it looked 
mcHre tempting to us, on entering fiom the noontide 
faaat of u trofNcal day, than the ottomans of more 
polidiied drawing-rooms would under circumstances of 
Ion laioftude. A pier taUe covered with a rich cloth, 
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ihe house of Kekauniohe the ex-queen, and her 
husband} Eanaina. 

These two, also, are among the most interesting 
of the aristocracy ; and, of their claims to respect 
and attention, we needed no other {u:oof,'than that 
afforded on the present occasion. The entrance is 
\>y a large folding door — ^the lower pannds painted 
green, and the upper part of glass — ^into a spacious 
room floored with mats, and furnished, as that we 
bad left, in ks whole length on one side with an 
inviting lounge, and, on the opposite, with a side 
table and mirror. A semicircle of chairs, with a 
centre table, occupied tlie middle; and at each of 
the further comers, stood a handsome caUnet, sur- 
mounted by a bookcase top. with glass doora and silk 
hangings. At the one, the lady of the house was 
seated, and at the other lier husband ; both engaged 
in writing, with books, slates, and papers around 
Chem. A curtain of chintz separated this room from 
one of equal size behind : of which a tent door in 
Che centre, festooned with loops and buttons, gave so 
much of a view, as to show it to he a large and ap- 
propriately jfurnished sleeping and dressing room. 

We were received here, with the same kindness 
and ease of manner observed at the general's. Mr. 
JBingliam, hearing that we were in the vicinity, came 
in ; and, by his facility as interpreter, added to the 
pleasantness of the visit. The captain adverted to 
the manner in which they were occupied, on our en- 
tmnce, and requested to see their handwriting. They 
both write with great readiness ; and the husband 
with a freedom and command of hftnd that would 
Voz. IL 23 
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class bkb among good pentnan anywhere. Both 
are among the most studious and improving of their 
owipeers : and merit the encomium and encourage- 
ment, which the captain was kind enough to bestow 
upon the evidences he had of their attainments, in 
the elements of literature. Before leaving, iei well 
dressed servant was summon^, and refieshments of 
wine, &c. offered; and salutations and good wishes 
interchanged, with as much urbanity and good grace 
on th^ part, as if they had been accustomed to such 
usages from childhood. 

On saying that we were going still farther to the 
regent's, the whole company joined us' ; and we pro- 
ceeded to her residence. 

Every thing, here, was not less pleasant and inter- 
esting than at the other houses, though there was 
more of the air of an old lady's mansion. An easy 
chair, and low old fashioned sofa, both covered with 
chintz, were conspicuous articles of furniture ; and 
two young chiefs, a girl and a boy, the children 
of Kekuanaoa, hanging about her, like spoiled pets 
ou a fond grandmama at home. 

The old queen herself, was in high good humour. 
With her portly figure and commanding face, in a 
handsome dress of black silk, a black crape shawl, 
and white collar and cap of lace, we felt as if before 
a respectable matron of our own nation; and returned 
her salutations with as much respect and good will, 
as they were with kindness given. The children, 
like all present, were dressed in the European style ; 
the girl, four years old, in a white muslin, with a 
blue silk cap and ostrich feathers ; and the boy, about* 
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two, «dso in whit<|, with cap of wrought musliD, trim- 
med with lace and ribbpns. Two female servants 
only, were in attendance — glanakina, as feather- 
bearer to her majissty — and a pretty, modest looking 
girl in Uue silk and plain handkerchief, as maid in 
waiting, behind her mistress' chair. 
, Much lively and, agreeable conversation took place ; 
principally, on our part, in congratulating them on 
their advancement in the true sources of, enjoyment, 
and on theirs, in expressing their happiness in our 
visit, and in the kind advice received from oiu: go- 
vernment and from Captain Finch. I know not 
when I have myself been more highly delighted, or 
more affectingly impressed, with the changes which 
have taken place here, and are still rapidly going on. 
In a single circle now before me, I beheld five of the 
highest chiefs of the islands — those whom I had my- 
self known as naked, debauched heathen, not only 
addicted to vice, but glorying in their shame — re- 
spectably and even tastefully dressed; demeaning 
themselves with all the propriety and oourteousness 
of civiliz^ society ; modest and decorous in all t^eir 
actions; pure and intelligent in their conversation ; 
and surrounded, in t^e furniture and accommoda- 
tions of their dwellings, not merely by . the com- 
forts, but also by many of the elegancies of an ad- 
vanced state of improvement ; and this, most evi- 
dently, not for the exhibition of an hour, but.in proof 
of theii* present ordinary mode of Ufe. In view of 
the magnitude and extent of the change, I could but 
inwardly exclaim — especially as I looked on'Kaahu- 
manu, who fDr fifty-three years lived and hardened 
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in an the grossness of ptLganimi^ a debati^hee in pri- 
vate chaiacter, a t^rific desfKiit in her public rale-^ 
surely it is a truth, that " the eyes of these hflve 
been opened, and they turned from darkness mnto 
light, and from the power cf Satananto Ood T^ 

Scarcely any thing in the contrast, passing in 
my mind, struck me more fi»rcibly than that con- 
nected with the ie^pearance of the^ children. In 
place of beii^ utterly unclothed, as would hare 
been the case ten, and even fire years ago, left en- 
tirely to the management of a rude train of attend- 
ants, and screaming with terror, at thd approach or 
look of any civilized being,, we beheld them neatly 
and elegantly dad, diflering from children at home 
' only in thdr cdor, and receiving not only the ftnd- 
lings of their parents and relatives, but courting, by 
the cleanliness of their whole persons and evefy ap- 
pearance, the caresses of the captain and myself. 

Here also we were offered refreshments, at a side- 
board spread with cake, wine, <$&c. On completing 
our visit, we went to the printing office, where native 
workmen were busily engaged in setting type, and in 
working the press. A call on some of the ladies of 
the mission*- leaving our cards for the king, who was 
not at home — and a visit of a few minutes to Mr. 
Marin, the Spanish resident, where we tasted a very 
palatable wine, the production of his own vineyard^ 
made it past four o'clock wheh we reached the ship 
to dinner. 
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LETTER X. 

EVENING DRIVE AND VISfT TO T^E ViOiLET OF MANGA. 

U. 8. Ship Vincexines, Port of Honolulu, ) 
October 18ith, 1829. $ 

Two evenings since, Mr. Bingham gave Lieut. 
Stxibling and myself a drive as far as Allen's on the 
{dain. It was at a delightful hour of the day ; and, 
as mpst of the^gentry were taking the air, we had an 
opportunity of judging of the degree of improvement, 
in point of equipage, &c., made at the metropolis. 
The vehicle in which we rode is the property of the 
u^ission ; but^ in place of the ox cart and porter's 
barrow of former years— in both of which I remem- 
ber you, my dear H- — — , had occasionally the honor 
of a seat — it is a light painted wagon, of the kind 
called Dearborn in America, drawn by a good horse, 
affording acomfortable, and, for this part of the world, 
a respectable conveyance. Several of these, belonging 
to the chiefs and residents, were seen at different points 
of the road, besides numbers of horsemen, both foreign- 
ers and natives, genteelly equipt — among the latter of 
whom, we recognized the general, and his brother- 
in-law, Kanaina. 

The American consul has a comitry seat on the 
plain towards Manoa ; and a principal equipage met 
by us belongs to him. It was built at Oahu, and is 
rather a non-descript — something between a New 
England pedler's wagon, and a coach, early after 
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gentl^eii in our country, and in the scene you will 
perceive, I think, ia contrast with the recollection of 
by-gone years, evidences of a march of body, if 
not of " the march of ihind." 

Allen keeps pace with hfe neighbors in unprove- 
ments. All the numerous buildings in his estabUsh- 
ment are in good order, and now very conspicuous, 
both from land and sea, by being stuccoed and 
whitewashed. From the same cause, the mission 
houses look less gloomy than they did ; and by the 
whiteness of the stone cottages and printing office 
opposite the old wooden edifice, throw quite an air of 
cheerfulness over the nakedness and sterility of that 
Part of the plain. 

The valley of Manoa, you recollect, was always a 
fttvorite resort of mine — this afternoon Mr. Bing- 
ham drove me in a wagon to it. There is now a 
good carriage road, in that direction, as far as the 
Country house of Kaahumanu, nearly five miles 
from Honolulu. Her residence is beautifully situ* 
^ted ; and the selection of the spot quite in taste. 
T?he house is an inferior building, but stands on the 
bieight of a gently swelling knoll, commanding, in 
front, an open and extensive view of all the rich 
plantations of the valley; of the mountain streams 
ixiean3eriiig through them, and the humble habita- 
tions of the farmer sprinkled around ; of the district 
of Wai^i'^ and of Diamond Hill, and a considera- 
^Pm of the plain, with the ocean fer beyond. 
Oa Ae ^grhtj the ground rises rapidly for a few rods, 
^^^Cket of Iiibiscus and eugenia, at the foot of a 
^J^t biountam, exhibiting from the base to 
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In one edge of this grove, a few rods from the 
house, stands a little cottage built by Kaahumanu, 
for the accommodation of the missionaries who visit 
her when at this residence. It is scarce twelve feet 
square in the area, and 'not as many high, but fur- 
nished with glazed windows and doors, a bedstead 
and lounge, a small table and chair, answersr, delight- 
ftdly, as the prophet's chamber in the wall of her ha- 
bitation ; and is very frequently occupied a day or 
two at a time, by one and another of the families 
most enervated by the heat and dust, the toil, and 
various exhausting cares of the establishment at the 
seashore. 

While examining this little r^reat, the eventide, 
with iits sober shades and meditative influences, be^ 
gan to approach ; and, feeling that we were in a 
place where prayer is wont to be made, as brethren 
united by many of the strongest ties, we spent 
amid the silence and quietude around, one moment 
befiure our God, in praise for the past, and in prayeir 
far all that is to come. 
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LETTER XI. 

EDICT OF THE KINO IN ANSWER TO A. MEMORIAL OF TEE 

BRITISH RESIDENTS. 

U. 8. Ship Vincennes, Port of Honolulu, ) 
Octobef 10th, 1829. S 

The degree of civilization to which the chiefe aikd ' 
many of the islanders have attained, and the increas- 
ing importance of this group as a place of commerce^ 
—as a maratime depot, and a resort for repairs and 
refreshment by whaUng ships and other vessels tra^ 
vei-aing the Pacific, seem to render it both important 
and desirable, that a monthly or other periodical 
newspaper in the Hawaiian and English languages 
should be published at this port. 

It has been necessary, on several occasions, for 
two or three years past, to resort to printed haiidbills 
as a substitute for something of this character ] and 
the demand for these by the king and chiefs is such, 
and the material for a useful publication so abundant, 
that were it posgjble for any of the missionaries, at 
present, to find time for the superintendence of a 
it, the world would speedily be furnished with a 
"Hawaiian Herald and Sandwich Island 
REGISTER." Captain Finch and several of the 
officers in the Vincennes have joined me in strong 
recommendations for such a paper. 
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A first order of the king and regent,, after the 
audience on the 14th, was for printing, in handbills, 
the address of Captain Finch and the letter of 
the President, to be circulated among the nobles of 
the land, and the more intelligent of the people. 
This has been done ; and several copies politely sent, 
by the king, to Captain Finch and his officers. 
It had been preceded only a few days, by a 
document published, in Uke manner, by royal au- 
thority. This was an edict, addressed by the go- 
Temment to the foreign residents; and being the 
first official proclamation ever made by the chiefe to 
this class of dwellers in the land, is worthy of pre- 
servation. Every syllable of it is of unaided and 
unadvised, native composition; and requires some 
preliminary explanations to make its meaning and 
force perfectly intelligible. 

Foreign residents of every grade, with few excep- 
tions, have ever denied the right of judicature over 
them, to the government of the Islands; and have 
tenaciously held the neW political doctrine, that the 
la^s of the country in which they dwell, are for their 
protection, and not their obedience. And not only 
this, but I beUeve I am warranted by facts in saying, 
that in general, they have been decidedly opposed to 
(be establishment of all defined public laws, even for 
the government of the native subjects themselves, 
under a pretense that if laws were formed, they 
would be made by the missionaries ; but in reality, I 
fear, because they wished the whole nation to remain 
lawless, upon all points not afifecting the interests of 
their own property or persons. 
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The abolitkHi of idolatry, and adoption of the 
Chriflliaii religion, the consequent dUUaige in the 
whole condition of the peqde, the introduction of 
new customs and formation of new hahitSy the dis* 
semination of letters and truth, and the estahliab- 
ment of the press, have rend^ed new and whole- 
some laws not only desiraUe, but absdutely nec^ 
sary. The most intelligent and influential of recent 
visitors at the islands have seen this nacesisity, and 
have urged iqxm the government the importance cf 
enacting and enforcing laws conformable to the light i 
and knowledge they now possess. 

So early as the summer of 1825, Lord Byron, do* 
ring his visit in H. B. M. ship Blonde, at a general 
council ci the chiefe, convened principally ftx the 
purpose of acknowledging the right of the present 
king to the throne, and of appointing a regency du- 
ring the minority, took occasion to submit to them a 
brief sdiedule of civil polity adapted to their new 
state, and a set of maritime regulations in reference 
to foreign shipping frequenting the port. The last 
were put into immediate operation, to the abrc^aticm 
of others, more unequal and exorbitant, previously 
existing. 

The suggestions of this nobleman, however, re^ 
ferred rather to the form of government, and the re- 
spective and relative rights of the king, chiefs, and 
people, and to the tenure of lands, &c<, than to a 
criminal or municipal code ; and towards the close of 
the same year, an attempt was made, by the regents 
and their associates, to lay a foundation for laws af- 
fecting these points. This was by a public discus- 
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sion of the precepts of the Decalogue — as presenting 
the highest ^irindples of moral and sociaf action — 
at a council then convened ; with the design of pub- 
lishing the tea commandments without any penal 
obligatkms to their obedience, preparatory to the pro- 
mulgation of specific laws founded upon them. 
Some of the missionaries had been invited by the 
r^nts, Karaimoku and Kaahumanu, to be present ; 
on information of which among the residents, a party 
of leading individuals firom their number, .violently 
and riotously interrupted the council, with such me- 
naces and threats against the members of the mis- 
sion, even to the taking of life, that the chiefs were 
utterly intimidated ; and for the time, relinquished 
their purpose. 

IVo years ajfterwards, however, in December 
1827 — notwithstanding that the opposition of fo- 
reigners in general to the establishment of all legisla- 
tive restraint on vice had continued to increase, rather 
thim to diminish — ^the king and chiefs in a general 
coancil, determined on the promulgation of laws 
against murder, theft, and adultery : the first to be 
punishaUe with death, and the other two with im- 
prisonment in irons. 

The proclamation of these, with their respective 
{momldes, Mras first made by the king in person — 
supported by the Regent Kaahumanu, by Govemoi 
Boki| and all the high chiefe — in a grove of cocoa- 
nut trees near the sea shore, to an immense throng 
rf the people, and many foreigners. They were 
immediately reduced to printing, by the authority of 
the government, and extensively circulated in hand- 
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bills. Shortly after, an addition was made to the 
code, of others against gambling, drunkenness, pros- 
titution, a profanation of the sabbath, by improper 
amusements or labor, and against cohabitation, where 
the persons did not regard themselves as husband and 
wife. 

These historical data will enable you fully to un* 
derstand the first part of the edict A detail of a dif- 
ferent character is necessary to throw light on the 
second and third sections. 

It is an ancient and established custom of the 
country, that any animal breaking through the fence 
or inclosure of a plantation, and injuring the crop 
contained in it, becomes forfeit to the possessor of 
the premises. In most cases, however, a restoration 
to the original owner takes place, either with, or 
without a small compensation for the injury sus- 
tained. 

A British resident, whose dwelling and gardens 
are in the immediate vicinity of a crowded popubt* 
lion, chose, as appears on the face of the edict, with- 
out having given to the natives around any notice of 
his intention^ to shoot every animal of his neighbors, 
whether fowl, p%, or goat, making its way into his 
.: This arbitrary proceeding, so different 
giDeial \mge among themselves, offended 
qpefated the islanders ; and, on this point, 
^^nan became obnoxious to their ill will and 

^lain skirting the coast eastward of Ho- 
x)mmon, for the pasturaige of all the 
cattle, &c.| in the vicinity, belonging 
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cither to the natives, or foreigners. Open in one 
part to the beautiful and productive valley of Manao, 
the plantations bordering it there, are exposed to de- 
predations from the flocks and herds left grazing at 
night ; and it has been pubhcly ordered, and is cus- 
tomary, to have them secured in yards, by their own- 
ers, every evening. Mr. , the gentleman allu- 
ded to, neglected this injunction, though specially re- 
quested to attend to it ; and a fine milch cow of his 
herd, becoming troublesome and destructive to one of 
the plantations, was caught and detained by the 
planter, with the intention of securing damages for 
the spoliations of his crop. On hearing this, Mr. 

•, became exceedingly angry ; and in going to 

the man for the release of the animal, instead of of- 
fering a remuneration for the injury sustained, re- 
proved him for the seizure in violent and threaten- 
ing tei-ms. 

The result was, that the cow making another in- 
road on the same premises, was shot by ihe farmer ; 
but escaped from the inclosure to the common, before 
die fell aiid died. 

This fact was soon reported to Mr. ; and, 

joined by an American of equal rank, he mounted 
his hors6, and riding immediately to Manao — ^with- 
out reporting the case to the king, or any of the chiefe, 
or recognizing their authority to investigate the con- 
duct, and punish the offences of their own subjects — 
seized the farmer, and pinioning his arms, tied a hal- 
ter found his neck, and on horseback, dragged the 
■ native behind him three miles to the town. 
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The king immecUately called a council ; and the 
following aUBwei was written, and deUvered to Mr. 
Ghailloa — o copy, at the same time, being sent to 
die misBioD press, with a request that it should be 
printed ina handbill, both in the English and native 
language. 

The memorialists were so little satisfied with the 
edict, that they denounced the most violent threats 
against its pubhcation. The excitement on the sub- 
ject was such, that gentlemen who have ever been 
most friendly to the missionaries and their otject, 
cmd the constant defenders of their characters, ear- 
nestly advised that the document should not be 
printed, lest unhappy consequences might result. 
But no satisfactory reason for disobliging the king 
od government, by refusing to print, being pre- 
nted, it was determined to hazard any ill conse- 
-inoes which might befell them, in the exercise of 
r just rights ; and they committed it to the press. 
- imiehed thus with its history, you vrill find some 
St in a perusal of the article. The following 
^ ral tianslfUion, printed on the same sheet with 

^^ .';iiial, in the Hawaiian language, 
^^h (translation.) 

^^^^ M are the names of the King of the lelande, 
^^^^k and the Chiefs in Council. 

^^^^^^ MOLif the King. E^aahvhanv, Regent. Boki, 
^^^^^ oiofOahn. Adam Eg^kini, Govenior of Ha. 
^^^^H Marvia, EiKDANAOA, HiNAD, AikaAka, Paki> 
^^^^^, Johh Ii, JAHsa Eaxdbd. 

^^^^^B Oahii, October T, ISIB. 

a is my decision for you. We assent to the 
m the English residents ; we grant the pro- 
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tectioa of the laws ; that is the sum of your pe- 
tition. 

This therefore is my proclamation, which I make 

known to you, all people from forieign countries : — 
The laws of my country prohibit murder, theft, 
adultery, prostitution, retailing ardent spirits at houses 
for selling spirits, amusements on tke sabbath day, 
gambling and betting on the sabbath day, and at all 
times. 

If any man.9hall transgress any of these laws, he 
is liable to the penalty ; the ^ame for every foreigner, 
and for the people of these islands — whoever ^shall 
violate these laws shaUbe punished. 

This also I make known— rThe law of the great 
God of heaven, that is the great thing by which we 
Bhall promote peace ; let all inen who remain here 
obey it. 

Christian marriage is proper for men and women. 
But if a woman regard a man as her only husband, 
and the man regard the. woman as his only wife, 
they are legally husband and wife ; but if the parties 
are not married, nor regard themselves as husband 
and wife, let them be forthwith entirely separate. 

II. This is also our decision, which I now declare 
to you. We have seen your wickedness heretofore. 
You did not warn us that your dooryards and in- 
closed plantations were tabu hefpxe the time when 
our animals went into yoi^ inclosures : you unhesi- 
tatingly killed our animals. But we warned you of 
the tabu of our plantations before the time when the 
animals came into theih, even yours ; and then it was 
told again to you that have cattle ; but for some days 
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past we have known your cattle to come in to eat up 
what we had planted ; on that account some of your 
cattle are dead. 

This then is the way to obtain justice : if you 
judged the man guilty, you are not forthwith to 
punish him ; wait till we have a consultation first : 
then, had we juAged him guilty, we would have 
given you damages ; but no, you rashly and sud- 
denly injured the man ; that is one of the crimes of 
two of you. And we state to you all that the wound- 
ing of a beast is by no means equal to the wounding 
of a man, inasmuch as man is chief over all the 
beasts. 

This is our communication to you all, ye parents 
from the countries whence originate the winds : have 
compassion on a nation of little children, very small 
and young, who are yet in mental darkness, and 
help us to do right, and follow with us that which 
will be for the best good of this our couutry. 

III. As to the recent death of the cow : she died 
for breaking a tabu for the protection of the planta- 
tion. The place was defended also by a fence built 
by the owner of the plantation. Having secured his 
field by a fence, what remained to be done was the 
duty of the owners of cattle, who were told by him 
who had charge of the plantation, to bring home 
their cattle at evening. He did tell them so ; but 
they did not regard it : and ii the night they came 
in, but not bj day. On that account the owner of 
the plantation bq)ed to recover damage ; for many 
were the cattle that were taken up before, but no 
damage was recovered for &e crop they had de- 
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making the voyage, I detennined, early after the 
official interview with the king and chiefe, to express 
my wishes to the regent* , 

I accordingly called at her residence for this pur- 
pose, the second morning we were in the harbor. I 
found her seated, in a loose morning robe of richly 
striped satin, in front of a large mirror, making her 
•rilet — her head being under the comb and brush of 
a native dressing maid. She was in the finest spi- 
rits, and, on congratulating her on her seeming hap- 
piness, she replied that her heart had known nothing 
but joy since the arrival of the Vincennes, and since 
filhe heard the palkpala, or letter of the president, and 
knew the manao, or sentiments of Captain Finch. 

After a lively, and on her part quite facetious con- 
versation, I mentioned the object of my call, on which 
she immediately said that her own piloj boat-^the 
fitst^st sailer among the vessels of the government — 
should be immediately at my command, to go to 
Maui and to return, at my pleasure: The inoming 
of the 19th M^s fixed for sailing ; and the captain, 
ki addition to a leave of absence for ten days to my- 
self, having given permission for four gentlemen of 
the steerage to join me, I had the pleasure of the 
company of midshipmen Irving, Huntt, Bissell, and 
Anthony. 

At the tiihe appointed every thing was in readi- 
aees, and we sailed shordy (iter breakfast — Captain 
Fbich having previously boarded us in his gig, to see 
the accommodations of the schooner, and our pros- 
pects of comfort for the passage. From all former ex- 
perience of voyages in native vesselsj I had not pro- 
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Our former neighbors at Lahaina, Auwae, the 
chief of Wairuku, and his wife, now reside in that 
district, thirty miles beyond the mountains. When 
at Lahaina some weeks since, on hearing of my ex- 
pected visit, they made arrangements to be informed 
by express of my arrival at Maui ; and the same 
evening we landed, an islander was dispatched to 
them with the intelligence. The messenger made 
the journey entirely on foot, and the chieftains and 
f their train traveled half the distance in the same 

manner-'-accomplishing the remainder, on this side 
of the island, in canoes — still, they were at the mis- 
sion house before break&st, the second day of our 
-visit. 

They are both hopefully and warmly pious ; and 
80 deep are their impressions of the ingratitude and 
49infulness of having neglected to give their minds 
and hearts, at an earlier period, to our instructions, 
and to the power of religion, while we were residents 
with them, that neither of them could speak on 
4he subject without tears. Each of them has writ- 
ten a long and interesting letter to you, principally in 
reference to this point. 

The attachment of the natives of every chas^ in- 
deed, to the institutions established among them, is 
DOW exceedingly great ; and their gratitude and love 
to those who have been the means of securing such 
I blessiiigs to them, seeming unbounded. All appa- 

rently regard Mr. Richards as their best friend and 
bene&ctor ; and himself and Mrs. Richards feel that 
\ Chey, their fisaiiily, and associates, are dwelling in the 

bo8on|^ of a papulation, who would shrink from no 
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sacrifice to support, comfort, and defead them* 
Peace, order, gratitude, and external good morals 
alone, now characterize the settlement ; and in every 
aspect, and development of character, the inhabit- 
ants of Lahaina are decidedly and interestingly a. 
Christian people. 

The same evening we landed, provisions, in great* 
abundance, were sent as presents to us from the 
chiefe ; and for three days following, the gateway to 
the mission house was hourly thronged with proces- 
sions of families, and schools, and single individuals^ 
men, women, and children, old and yoimg, rich and 
poor, all bearing some gift, within compass of their 
means, in testimony of their respect and affectioQ. 
But for the motive and design of this voluntary tri- 
bute, I should have been amused by the exhibitions 
in the mission yard. Nothing could be refused ; and 
the whole premises looked like a fair — heaps of po- 
tatoes, taro, sugar cane, cabbages, melons, cocoanuts, 
and bananas, were piled on every side ; while in one 
place was tied a squealing pig, and in another a 
bleating. goat ; here a dozen of squalling fowls, and 
there as many quacking ducks; all joining with 
sympathetic cadence in the cries of their respective 
fellows, still constantly arriving. 

The scene was novel to the midshipmen ; and 
their gravity entirely overcome by it, as, in the gene- 
roar, an old woSan, in her best apparel^ a 
rilk gown, straw bonnet, and printed shawl, 
m her way to me, in the midst of our circle in the 
Tom, with a petulent rooster under one arm, 
isy duck under the other, both which she 
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was desirous of transferriBg at once to my personal 
good keeping ! 

The quandtyof vegetables and live stock thus im- 
posed on our acceptance, was not only sujBScient for 
the use of the missionary family, including our party 
during our stay, but also to half freight the schooner, 
and supply the ship's company on our return. 

Mr. Richard's house, though erected at an expense 
to the American Board, 6f:le8s than four hundred 
dollars, is a large, well built edifice of stone, two 
^ries high, with a veranda on each floor in front ; 
pnsenting as comfortable and substantial an aspect, as 
^ost frtrm houses in our own country. The situa- 
tion' is convenient, and as pleasant as any in the 
s^ment, with sufficient ground for a garden in 
the rear, and a small Ifwn, shaded by a noble tree, 
in front Mr. Andrews^— who, with Mrs. Andrews, 
and Miss Ogden, is also at this station— occupies at 
present a thatched house, in an adjoining inclosure, 
bat is preparing to build a habitation similar to that 
of Mr. Richards. 

The example of building in stone and mortar was 
early imitated by the islanders; and, besides the 
mission house, there are now several dwellings 
erected along the beach, in the same style, and almost 
equally respectable in their appearai^ce and finish. 
One, not yet entirely completed, belongs to the prin- 
cess, and another to Maaro;Hhe secretary of Hoapiri, 
governor of Maui, and an assistant of Mr. Richards 
in the translation of the Scriptures. This last is lo- 
cated on a slight elevation, with a strip of meadow- 
like ground in front. Stuccoed and whitened, it 
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and beaodfoUy amidst the var-^ 
Yodore ; and my eye nerer feU on it with* 
-jiK & retanciice to the passage in the chaige of Dr. 
V then secretary of the American Board, to 
of the mission, in which, after pointing 
ooc the general objects of the enterprise in which 
chey were about to engage, he calls upon them not to 
be satisfied with their labors, till the whde land 
shall be filled, not only with schodi houses and 
churches, but with ^^ pleasant dwdlings,'" Such 
truly is this of Maaro ; and, in my view, it stands in 
no doubtful pledge, that ultimately, and eren at an 
early period, the face of every island will be covered 
with many, equally entitled to the interesting epithet 

The entire plan of the house was projected, the 
building raised and finished, with the exception of 
the sashes of the windows, and similar delicate work, 
by Idaaro himself, and the native assistance he 
coqU command ; and will long remain a monument 
of h» ingenuity and persevering industry. Our 
party vbited him several times ; and when exaroin- 
ing the construction and arrangement of bis cottage, 
the furniture and good. keeping of the whole, con-^ 
ttected with the dress and appearance of himself and 
vilii^ we could scarce believe ourselves in the dwell- 
ings listening to the conversation and partaking of 
tK# hoi^tality of those, who, within a few years/ 
WMre hving in all the degradation and debauchery of 
Heathenism. 

AuKNDg the architectural improvements at Lahaina,. 
I iuu«t not forget the chapel now erecting. It also is 
1^^ flunt) liinety**eight feet long, and sixty-two broad^ 
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two stories in hei^t, to be furnished with galleries, 
and calculated to afford seats for three thousand hear- 
ers. The Mralls are finished, and the roof nearly in 
FMidiness to be placed upon them. It is pleasantly 
situated near the finest grove of cocoanut trees in the 
district — ^has been erected exclusively at the expense 
of the governor and chiefs of Maui — and, when com- 
pleted, will be the most substantial and noble siruc^^ 
ture in the Polynesian Islands. 

We found similar improvements here in the style 
oi living and domestic comforts of the chiefe, as at 
Oahu ; aqd were particularly gratified in a visit to 
the new residence of the ex-queen Kakauonohi, and 
her husband Keariiahonui, nearly a mile inland from 
the beach. The approach to it is by a carriage road, 
branching from the turnpike — ^whicb runs througli 
Lahaina, and extends several miles along the coast 
on either side of it, a recent work of Gov. Hoapiri — 
and terminating, by a circular sweep, in front of the 
principal building. 

Our call wasmade the second eveningof our arrival, 
in company with the princess, and one or two others. 
Kearnahonui, the finest looking man in the nation, 
of noble figure, and, but for the loss of his front teeth 
—knocked out in testimony of grief, at. the death of 
Tamehameha the Great in 1819 — decidedly hand- 
some in face, received us some distance from the 
entrance ; where, Kekanouohi, in a white muslin, 
with satin sash, and hair put up, a la mode. Pari- 
sienncj in richly carved combs of tortoise shelly stood 
ready also to give us a cordial welcome. 

15* 
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our absence had elapsed ; and yesterday morning we 
were obliged, reluctantly, to prepare for a return. 

The day previous, (Jovernor Adams and Naihe, 
the hereditary counsellor of the nation, with Kapio- 
lani, his wife, had arrived from Hawaii on their way 
to Oahu, to visit Captain Finch. They came in the 
governor's brig, the Waverly, accompanied by a 
smaller vessel. The governor of Maui, the princess, 
with Miss Young — ^a bosom companion, daughter of 
John Young of Hawaii, the oldest foreign resident at 
the island — and Kekauonohi, had made arrange- 
ments to return with us ; the governor and train in 
a topsail schooner, and the princess, with the queen 
to matronise her, in another; and after a painful 
farewell to our Mends, and joining the pilot-boat, all 
our vessels filled away for Oahu in company.' 

At day-break this morning, we were off Diamond 
Hill. Two whale ships had joined our httle squod- 
loa in the night, and we approached the port in a 
feet of seven sail. The brig of Governor Adams 
arrived first, but we in time to be taken from the pilot- 
boat by a cutter sent for us, and to be welcomed on 
board the Vincennes before the ship's company had 
been piped to breakfast. 
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The first room we entered was larg« and airy, am 
fumiehed as a pailor ; and, in addition to cbain 
tables, and a eide-board, had a malu^any hand-orgai 
at one end. The whole apartment, as well an an 
other adjoining, into which we afterwards passed 
WBB hung with festoons of the aromatic and swee 
scented Diaiie, intertwined with other evergreent 
The second room, nearly as apawus as the first, wm 
for sleeping, and contained two Uige field bedsteads 
of a handsome, dark, cabinet wood, surmounted b} 
canopies hung with curtains of chintz ; a toilet-ta 
Ue — covered with white cushions, and hung wit] 
draperies of muslin, festooned with ribbon — beoeall 
a glass, in a gilt frame, sufficiently large to reflect thi 
whole figure ; and an immense lounge, or native bei 
of mats, spread with silk velvet in place of sheett 
with a counterpane (» upper covering of satin- 
couch as luxurioua in material, at least, as man 
Uiat afTord repose to the first nobles in Christendoi 

Two well dressed Bervante, a male and a fenia 
stood at either end of the side-board to serve tlie wi 
fruit, cocoanut-water, &c., that were offered us. 

In making visits of this kind to the chieb 
walking over the aettiement, in riding on bonebac 
horses, with good saddles and bridlet, b 
liished U9 by order of the p 
the water in canoes, i 
an examii 
sides the e 
the misaion b 
most before « 
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nounced not only a most pleasing and fine looking 
woman, but to have all the air and manner of a mid- 
dle aged matron at home. 

No one seemed more to rejoice in the encouraging 
and liberal conversation of the captain, and in the 
various manifestations made by him of sincere and 
disinterested friendship, than this individual. At 
two or three different times, I saw her dash the tears 
from her eyes, with her handkerchief; and, on leav- 
ing the house, to proceed to the weekly lecture at the 
chapel, the tears dropt from her cheeks as she took 
my arm, and exclaimed, '^ O, Mr. Stewart, greatly 
indeed are we favored in the visit of this captain of a 
man-of-war, and greatly are we blest in such a com- 
munication from the high chief of America — ^great 
indeed is the joy of my heart, for I have a thought 
that THE CAPTIVITY OF Hawaii (by which term, 
as thus used,' the whole group is designated) is nigh 
TO AN END." An event of which, in the language 
of the poet I would say, 

- *' It were a (xmmimmaiion moat devoutly to be wished," 

not onlyby thediieftains and islanders themselves, but 
by evificy philanthropist and lover of his race. 

'Lqn^i indeed, has Hawaii been in captivity: in 
a op^Yity (^ paganism, in a captivity of igno- 
In and fear, in a captivity to the li- 

many who have visited her, and 
IP eir imposition and deceit. But 

and of stone are no more — He, 

i all men every where to worship 

id in truth, is the only deity now ac- 

Md adored — ^letters and rel^on are last 
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expelling the terrors of darkness and death, and the 
unblushing Tice which once stalked abroad at noon- 
day, is now obUged, in a measure at least, to hide its 
head: and let but a few such visits as that of the 
Vincennes be made to her distant shores^ a few such 
documents as that of Mr. Southard be placed in the 
hands of her rulers, and a few such friends as Cap- 
tain Finch impari to them his enlightened views, 
and important counsels in reference to their muni- 
cipal enactments, commercial engagements, and po- 
litical relations, and the captivity of Hawaii will be 
not only nigh, but fiiUy to an end ! 

The Vincennes having been entirely overhauled 
and painted anew, is now in fine order ; and all the 
chiefe expected at Oahu during our visit having ar- 
rived, to-day was fixed on to receive the king and 
chie& on board, and pay to them the honors of the 
<hip. The invitation was given by the captain, at 
4he close of his interview with the government yes- 
terday. The weather, though bright and clear, was 
very un&vorable this morning, in point of wind. 
Till near night it blew a gale — making any move- 
ment, either on land or water, not only very unplea- 
aaat, but almost impracticable. It was too late, how- 
^aver, to make a different arrangement; and the 
faojats were dispatched to bring the party on board. 

At 12 o'clock, their return with the company was 
fqported by a quarter-master ; on which the yards 
were manned by the crew, in their muster-dress of 
white frocks and trowsers trimmed with blue, and 
Uack hats and shoes. The officers were in full 
droM ; the guard of marines under arms ; the band 
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on the quarter-deck ; and the Hawaiian flag flying 
at the foremast-head. The king, princeasy regent, 
and Governor Boki, came in the first boat, and were 
received with three cheers from the yards, the guaid 
presenting arms, and the band playing '^ Ood save 
the king r^ And, as soon as the whole party, in- 
cluding the two consuls, and Mr. Bingham and 
Bishop, had been received and escorted to the poop^a 
salute of twenty-one guns was fired — the faa^heit 
honor of our service being thus paid to his Hawiuian 
majesty and court. 

The visitors appeared to great advantage. The 
king, and most of the male chiefs being in full and 
rich military uniform ; and the females appropriately 
and elegantly attired — ^principally in dresses of Uock) 
with black hats and ostrich plumes. Since the nse 
of European dresses has become habitual, I have not 
had much opportunity of observing the degree of 
good judgment shown in the selection of their suits, 
in reference to time and seasons, and thought it pro- 
l)able tliat some incongruity might be perceived. 
Hut such >\7is not the case. 

The princess has been the subject of much con- 
vorsation, since the arrival of the Vincennes ; and 
this being her first appearance before the cfficers,! 
was particularly anxious that her costume should be 
cofnnui il faut : and had a fear, that notwithstand- 
ing the blustering character of the day, and the hour 
of the entertainment, under an impression that she 
must be finely attired, she might choose some light 
evening costume, unsuitable for ilie occasion ; and 
fioin that feet, perhaps, was more forciUy struck with 
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her appearance, as she came over the side of the ship, 
than I should otherwise have been. The best advi- 
sers could not have selected from her wardrobe a 
more becoming and appropriate suit : consisting of 
an elegant walking-dress of purple silk velvet, made 
in London, richly trimmed with satin and velvet of 
the 'same color, and finished at the cuffs and colar 
with ruffles blonde ; with a bontiet of salmon-colored 
silk, white silk stockings, and black satin shoes — the 
whole constituting a genteel and becoming dress. 

The entertainment, after the salute, consisted of 
the plapng of the band, while refreshments of wine, 
&c.,'were served on deck ; of the exercise of the crew 
and marines, at the guns, as in battle ; boarding and 
repeUing boarders, &c. &c., an exhibition which 
greatly delighted the king and male chiefe. They 
were then escorted aromid the different decks, and 
shown the whole ship, after which they partook of a 
handsome collation in the cabin, remaining on board 
dll near 4 o'clock, much gratified with the attentions 
shown them, and the kind of entertainment given ; 
and the captain and officers, not less unpressed with 
the propriety and respectability of their whole ap- 
pearance and deportment 



Vol. n. - 16 



^ 



■■r • 



OP THE NATIVES FOR ARITHMETIC. 176 

aloud, in the English language, which he did with 
unexpected facility, and with great distinctness of 
enunciation, and correctness of accent. He under- 
stands much that is spoken in this tongue, but usu< 
ally is unwilling to attempt speaking it himself seem- 
ingly from an apprehension of committing blunders. 

. One pleasing exhibition on the occasion, was that 

of a basket of needle work, prepared by a class of 

young girls, under the instruction of Miss Ward. 

The articles were all beautifully finished — as much 

80, as if the work of a skilful mantuamakcr. Many 

of the natite females have become so expert in dress 

naking, that the elegance and finish of garments 

de by them have greatly surprised us ; and the 

nd for their services is such, that they obtain an 

nt support by the exercise of the art. 

.-it Lahiana, I also had an opportunity of 

he advancement made by the chiefs and 

in exhibitions of a similar kind, by 

^ the superintendence of Mr. Andre^vs 

The princess and her class are 
■s^ 'thers at that station, as her brother 

associates are at this place. 
' be a very favorite study with 
\' take great delight in the ex- 
i it. • With the princess, I am 
he case ; and a chief amuse- 
panions, is in exercises in 
ic art, and in simple and 
i inits of the progress yet 

•^ nntinn 
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. ^gtwithstanding the attendance of Captain I^nch 
and Sis officers at the quarterly exhibitikm of tlus ^ 
Idld^ Kaahumanu felt desirous of presenting to them 
a more imposing spectacle in a general examination 
of the schools of the whole island ; and early inftr^ 
mation of the design was circulated through the 
various districts of Oahu, and other arrangements 
made for its execution. 

It occurred yesterday ; and took place in the cha- 
pel — a building one hundred and ninety-eight feet 
in length, by seventy-eightin breadth. The scholars 
included persons of every age, and the ^pmber was 
very great, amounting to many thousands — evoai 
uICI!!?!^^^ vsLOit than could be received in the chapel 
at the same time ; and the examinatbn took place 
by districts. 

The morning was appropriated to a review, in this 
manner, of the schools most recently established in 
distant parts of the island, and to those whose pro- 
ficiency extended only to reading : and the chapd 
was two or three timed successively filled with these, 
arranged by schools, in regular lines along its matted 
floor. The people were almost exclusively dressed 
^n native cloth, but all in new garments : many of 
which, consisting of immense folds arranged around 
the figure with taste and gracefulness, were of great 
beauty. In general, each school was in uniform : 
florae in mantles and kiheis of black, some of yellow, 
lM>me of pink, some of white, some striped, some 
qx)tted, some plain, meeting the eye, as seen in a 
single mass spread over so extensive an area, in lively 
l^nd agreeable effect.. 
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I never, on any occasion of festivity and amuse- 
ment, during my residence at the islands, in whilb 
a multitude of the people have been brought toge- 
ther, saw evidences of greater interest and pleasure 
in the passing scenes, whether of the song or of the 
dance, or of a trial of skill in their various sports and 
games, than were now manifested — brightness and 
smiles were on every face ; and all seemed desirous 
of giving testimony to the importance and value 
placed by them, on the attainments they are making, 
and of the happiness they find in the new order of 
things. The sight, vnth associations unavoidably 
arising from it in my mind, was at once delightful 
and affecting. 

The afternoon, as in the previous instance, had 
been appropriated, in the arrangements for the day, 
to the schools and plasses in advance of the general 
population ; and as large a number of the officers 
as could be spared from duty, left the ship with Cap- 
tain Finch at four o'clock, to proceed to the chapel. 
The chiefs and a large number of foreigners, visitors, 
and residents, including Xhe consuls — ^who had 
learned that there was to be.more than ordinary dis- 
play — were already assembled, and waiting our 
arrival. 

For the gratification of the gentlemen of the Vin- 
cennes, tliis opporti!inity was taken of exhibiting so 
much of their former style of dress, 6cc,^ as would 
be consistent with modesty of person and propriety of 
deportment The schools occupied about two-thirds 
of the chapel ; the remaining part had been appro* 
priaXed to the accommodation of the female chiefs, 
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mnd%q^in reserre fo ihttK^ tiD| wilh aB the aiidntt 
l^phmialia of chieftRiiMlupi tbey had baenboiiM 
in prooeflsioii from Iheir respective reakkiioBi.to the 
diapd. The display made by these, as Beeo fio^ 
the seats to which we wero conducted, was beantifid 
and imposing. 

The princess occapied the centfe of the space !»- 
serred. She was seated on the ferther end firem^^ as 
of a portable throne*— conwRting of. a hght plansrai) 
twenty feet in leiigth, and she in breadth) at an eleva- 
tion of four £m. Tills was covered with many 
thicknesses of the finest and most beaufifuHyoQlond 
native doth,* hanging in thick anfl graceful drapety 
to the floor. Behind her, and at regular intervak 
along the sides, the finest looking of the inlmormak 
diieftains were stationed, in sidendid cloaks of yellow 
and scarlet feathers, each supporting a kahUe, ca fea- 
thered staff of state, thirty feet in height ; the stafi 
or handles — two-thirds of the whde length — ^being 
composed of liighly polished, alternate rings of tor* 
toise shell and ivory, and the upper . ends of fea- 
thers ; in compact cylinders, nearl^ two feet in dia* 
meter; some crimson, some black, some green | 
and others, again, yellow, imparting a greater air of 
dignity and power than can well be imagined by 
those, who have never seen them poised over the 
heads of the nobles whose rank they proclaim, ot 
waving with stateliness in the breeze at a procession. 

That there mignt be as little departure as possiUe 
frcnn the primitive dress, without a sacrifice of mo* 
desty, the princess wore only a loose slip of Uack 
satin, made close in the neck, with long sleeves; ovec 
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which, from the waist down, appeared, aa she was 
seated in the Turkish attitude, the most beautifully 
wrought and splendid artide of feathers ever made 
1^ the islands — a pau or native petticoat of yellow, 
edged with alternate points of black and scarlet, and 
Uned with crimson satin— covering, not only the 
lower part of her person, but spreading- widely in rich 
careless folds, over the whole of the platform. A 
beautiful feather cape, in a pattern of black and crim- 
son on a yellow ground, hung fix)m her shoulders ; 
around her neck were several wreaths, and upon her 
head a triple coronet of yellow and crimson of the 
same materiaL At a short distance on her left, in a 
large chair of state, festooned with capes and wreaths 
of feathers, and elevated three feet 60m the flocM*, 
was Eanau, in the same costume as the princess, ex- 
cept that her pau consisted of an immense quantity 
of gay colored tapa ; and having smaller kahiles, 
borne by petty chiefe. On the left of her, again, was 
a throne, similar to that of the princess, but much 
smaller, surrounded by feather bearers, on which were 
seaXed the son and'daughter of Kekuanao, in expen- 
sive European dresses. On the right of the prin- 
cess, and corresponding in every respect with ^inau, 
were Kekaunohi, Madam Boki and Kekauruohe, 
with their feath^ bearers — the whole forming a semi- 
circle of aboriginal splendor, immediately opposite 
our seats, at a distance of fifteen or twenty feet 
Kaahumanu and Kapiolani, in their ordinary dresses, 
in European style, were seen indistinctly through the 
crowd of attendants behind the chaiiB of state, bear- 
ing kahiles, as in the train of the priocen. The 
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gnwpbg of the whde, oooflbtiiig of same forty lodi* 
vjifli]iil% wfts very impresBtVe ; aiid, by its novelty m 
well as richness, excited great admiration. 
. iTo be placed so conspicaonsly before us, as a i^mo- 
tade to be gazed at, rather than as presiding over the 
ezaipination, was an awkward situation: for Haii- 
eta, as now usuaUy called ; but Aid acquitted herself 
with great prq>riety, and was much complimented^ 
especially for the handsome manner in which an 
eipressipn of politeness to Ciqptain Finch — ^unex- 
pected, and, I should judge, unthoughl of, even by 
herself, till the moment-^was made immediately 
aflt^ our entrance. The seat to which he was con- 
ducted was directly in front of hers, though at a dis- 
tance of some thirty feet. As soon as he recognised 
her in her new attire, he rose and made her a verf 
marked bow : on returning which, she immediately 
dismantled herself of the feather cape upon her 
shoulders, and dispatched a young chief with it as a 
present to him. The compliment was so handsome 
and so prompt, that the captain placed it at once upon 
his own shoulders, and wore it during the exhibition, 
in evidence of the kindness with which it had been 
received. 

The examination consisted, like all others of a 
similar kind, of specimens in jeading and writing, 
exercises in arithmetic, &c. &c., concluding, at the 
end of an hour or more, with a hymn and short 
prayer. The greater portion of the specimens of 
writing and of composition, among those most ad- 
vanced, were letters addressed to myself, in expres- 
sion of the happiness occasioned by my visit, and of 
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the views of the different writers upon the subject of 
learning and religion. Some hondred of these, ,1 
should think, were committed to me by the writers, 
after being subjected to the inspectiou of the various 
foreigners present. Amon'jg these were some, who 
take little interest in the advances of every kind 
making by the people, and who affect to beUeve, and 
who say, that no good has ever been accomplbhed 
by the mission, and that the people have no capacity 
for knowledge. To such, the gratification exhibited 
by our party at the attainments manifest, and the 
encomiums past by them, both on the teachers and 
the pupils, were any thing but agreeable: a fact 
^V^hioh they could not disguise. The attention of a 
principal officer was attracted by {he readiness, and 
apparent understanding, with which a large class re- 
peated, what he was told was the multiplication ta- 
ble ; and expressed his surprise and pleasure to one 
of these gentlemen seated beside him ; to which he 
replied, with a look expressive of great contempt — 
" All parrot-like, sir, all parrot-like — they know 
nothing about what they are saying P^ Almost 
immediately after, a young man brought a slate with 
a large and comidex sum in addition upon it, pre- 
senting it to the officer to know whether it wa0 cch** 
rect. It was found to be perfectly so : and turning 

to Mr. , he said with a laugh — " A parrot possibly 

might learn to repeat the multiplication table, Mr. 

' , but it would xequire a wise bird to adU such 

a series of columns together, without a mistake P 

Understanding iSkH the females would leave the 
chapel in procession, Captain Finch and myself 
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walked out before them, and took a stand in the up- 
per veranda of the palace built by Karaimoku — 
ecHnmanding a fine view of the whole street from 
tl^e' chapel to the house, where they were to be set 
down. The children of Kekuanaoa came first ; but, 
unaccustomed to this ancient mode of conv^ance, 
the moment their couch of state became eletated 
on the shoulders of its bearers, and moved forward 
with its compliment of feathered staflb and traio, 
the young nobles began screaming so loudly, that 
their attendants were obliged to rec^ve them to 
their arms from their lofty seats, and allow the 
pageant to pass on unoccupied. Next came the 
queens, and last, the princess^ preceded by the Idiig 
and suit on foot, and escorted by a file of the royal 
guards on either side, to keep open a passage soft- 
ciently wide for her throne and its bearers, amidst the 
immense throng of gayly dressed thousands arounfli 
The scene thus presented in a single coup d'ceil 
was highly exciting. This bearing of some favorite 
of a nation upon the heads of the people has always 
been associated in my mind with a state of h^h- 
wrought enthusiasm — an enthusiasm springing from 
a just admiration and a sincere love for the object 
calling it into action — and the sympathetic influence 
of which seizes irresistibly on the heart, even of an 
uninterested spectator. I could not free myself from 
fin influence of the kind on this occasion — nor was 
H necessary ; for she who was thus borne aloft, sur- 
rounded by all the glory of her rank and the gaze of 
ten thousand eyes, was the joy of the people and the 
delight of the whole nation. And while I gazed in 
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admiration on the animated and youthful favorite 
passing triumphantly along, beneath a canopy of 
magnificent kahiles nodding with grace and stateli- 
ness in the breeze — as cheer after cheer from the 
wide-spread and admiring multitude greeted her on 
her way — I thought, and remarked, that the pageant, 
though destitute of the gilding of equipage and ca- 
parison of horse found in other countries, equalled, if 
it did not surpass, in its effect upon the eye and upon 
the heart, the most gorgeous and princely train I 
ever witnessed. 

At the close of the quarterly examination, a fort- 
night ago, Mrs. Bingham entertained Captain Finch 
and officers, with the king, and regent, and members 
of the mission, at tea ; and we at this time met the 
same company, with the addition of a greater number 
of the chiefs, at the cottage of Mrs. Ruggles and 
Mrs. Clark. On the former occasion, the captain, 
with the king on one side and the r^ent on the 
other, through the interpretation of Mr. Bingham, 
had new evidences afforded him of their intelligence 
and affability ; and on the present, a demonstration 
was given that a whole circle of their compeers are 
no strangers to the etiquette of a tea-drinking. 
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LETTER XY. 
AH iTSimro Kssnxo amd aabbjlth ■obhss. 

NoT.Mtian. I 

Some of the incidents of the bust forty-eighl hoim 

have been among the most interesting^ dear H 1 

that I have ever witnessed hue* 

On Saturday evening I attended a meeting rfor 
religious oonvcnrsation and prayer. It was heid in a 
lai^ schod-house, near the residences of the pdnoi* 
pal chiejb, and was composed of persons of eveqr 
rank and condition among the people. There we|e 
circumstances in the mere a[qproach to the spot su^ 
ficient to impart seriousness and solemnity to the 
mind ever accustomed to higher thoughts than theie 
of which the things of this wadA are worthy. Num* 
bers from various quarters, wrapped in their large maAr 
ties, were stiU silently and slowly assembling — seeDh 
ingly with hearts prepared, by the gray of the eve* 
ning and musings on the object bringing them 
together, for meditations of eternity and the sincere 
worship of their God. 

No light prattle or giddy laugh, no unbecoming 
levity in look or manner, betrayed the careless mind 
or a spirit little concerned in the services before it ; 
but all appeared to be cherishing thoughtaand affec- 
tions suited to a place of seriousness and prnjer. 



AN ALBINO JkND A BtlNB MAN. 185 

On entering the lowly door and humble but spa- 
cious apartment, the light of a few tin lamps, at long 
intervals against the posts supporting the roof, fell 
dimly on the 6ountenances and figures of at least a 
thousand of ttiese sable tribes, all waiting in profound 
silence the arrival of a teacher in the things of eter- 
nity. We took our seats at a small table near a 
door, in the midst of them, and waiteil ourselves till 
those yet entering should find places. Among the 
nurqber of these was an Albino, though a pure 

« 

native, and another a blind man, of fine countenance 
and noble figure, with deep seriousness marked on 
his -features, as, by* the guidance of a Mend whose 
han^ he held, he was led near the table, and be- 
came seated.on the mats at our feet. 

There was in this incident that which at once 
brought into exercise those better feelings we all 
delight to exercise at such hours and in such a place ; 
and my thoughts were, as I gazed with deep interest 
on this afiSicted islander-rHseeking in the darkness of 
the night bythekindness of another, that light, which 
though invisible tp the natural eye, is emphatically 
the " light of the wcrldy^ aod the " light of lifd^ — 
'^ happy, happy art thou, though blind, if seeking 
light from the great Physician ! happy, though af- 
flicted, if, conscious of a darkness of soul as well as of 
body, thy earnest cry is, 'Jesus, thou son of David, 
have mercy on me P^^ 

After a hymn and prayer, and a few remarks suited 
to the occasion, any one who felt desirous of asking a 
question, or of expressing a sentimen^uponthesubjects 
for which the meeting was instituted, was requested 

Vol. n. 17 
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to speak ; upon which much interesting conversation 
between one and anoth^, and Mr. Binghaiii, took 
place. The mmarks, and the feelings of many thus 
unfolded, were deeply touching, and fully demon- 
strated the efficacy of the Gospd, in enli^ilening 
the mind and melting the heart of fnan in his most 
uncultivated state. 

The sceptic may discredit, and the cold moralist 
doubt, but he who knows from his own experience^ 
that there is a power iti the truth of God which is 
above the power of man, and, who has felt its in- 
fluence pervading his own soul, and bringing him 
sweetly into captivity to the gospel, knows that what 
the wisdom of the wise can never in itself attain, 
tlie most ignorant and the most obscure by subnut- 
ting unreservedly to the simple truths of the Most 
High, and to the guidance of his Holy Spirit, are 
sure to win. 

Yesterday morning we had our usual sabbath 
service on board ship, and did* not attend at the mis- 
sion chapel. After dinner, however, Mr. Stribling 
and myself went on shore for the purpose of joining 
in the native worship at four o'clock. We had. been 
apprised of the intended administration of the Lord's 
Supper at that time, and anticipated, with no little 
satisfaction, the privilege of partaking of .this sacred 
ordinance in so remote \ part of the world, in the 
bosom of a church but lately gathered from hea- 
thenism. 

The chapel, the dimensions of which I recollect 
already to have stated, was erected, at the expense 
of the chiefs, within the last six months. It is in 
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the native style, beautifully thatched, and furnished 
with several bfity folding doors, and large windows 
of glass at the sides and ends. The pulpit is in the 
middle of one side, and is a neat piece of workman- 
ship, with cushions and hangings of crimson da- 
mask. A squ£g:e of considerable dimensions, in 
• front of this, is lined with sofas, chairs and settees 
for the accommodation of the chiefii, mission family, 
and a choir of singers, consisting of twenty or thirty 
well dressed young persons of both sexes, with the 
king at their head. 

. Many of the more respectable of the congregation 
besides the aristocracy, provide themselves with 
chairs and other seats in various parts of the house ; 
but the mass of the audience sit closely together upon 
the .matted Oooa only. The neatness and cleanhness 
of dress, the respectability, order, and seriousness of 
the thousands constituting the customary assemblage 
on the sabbath, are most impressive and have excited 
the admimtion of all who have witnessed it. 

On entering, we found the immense area of the 
building, as usual, greatly crowded ; and the services 
just commencing by a hymn and a prayer. It is not 
custoiiiary to have a sermon on these occasions ; 
and*, at the conclusion of another hymn, after the 
prayer, the names of seven individuals were an- 
mnmced as those now to be received into the church. 
They had^ been in a state of probation for some 
months, and were called on to present themselves 
publidy to profess their belief in the articles of 
the Christian faith, and to take upon them the vows 
of the church covenant. This they did, standing in 
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front of the pulpit and communion table, surrounded 
by the members of the church, occupying two rows 
of .seats on the square inclosing it. 

Five were men and two women — ^from twenty 
to forty-five years of age — all dressed in . good 
suits of European clothes, and manifesting in their 
whole aspect, a respectability and a degree of solem- 
nity and seeming genuine feeling so striking, as irre- 
sistibly to impart corresponding emotions to the bo- 
som of the spectator. The dresses of the females 
were becoming and appropriate— plain, neat, and 
modest ; especially that of the younger of the two, 
whose unomamented gown, of snow white cambric, 
with turban to match, well became the composed 
seriousness of a strikingly mild and amiable counte- 
nance. Her husband, one of the young men 
making this profession, in a frockcoat of blue cloth 
with white cravat, vest and pantaloons, made an 
equally interesting appearance. 

After assenting to the articles of faith, and taking 
on them the obUgations contained in the church co- 
venant^ they were all baptized : ^and then, each for 
himself, both male and female, subscribed his 
name to t^e roll of the church, subjoined to the 
preceding documents, and all were proclaimed 
members of th^ church, entitled to all the privileges 
of the relation, and commended to the special 
love and care of their fellows of the household faith. 

This ceremony was succeeded, by the presenta- 
tion for baptism, of sevelral infants, neatly dressed 
like children with us at home. One of the most so, 
was that of the individuals whose dresses I have 
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mentioned ; and as I looked with deep feelings on the 
little fiimily group they formed before the baptismal 
font, I could but inwardly exclaim, ia view of their 
past condition, '^ happy parents, thus to have learned, 
and to. have secured blessings, of which, many a 
long line of progenitors never conceived ! haf^y child f 
thus to have been bom in a day, when no murderous 
hand will add you to the fearful numb^ whose ear- 
liest breathings have been sternly stifled in death, 
but when, with humble prayer jqu are received from 
the arms of pariental love, into the bosom of the 
church, and made one of the flock whose leader and 
whose defender is the good Shepherd who careth for 
his sheep, and who carries the lambs in his bosom !" 
After this,. four men presented themselves as candi-. 
dates, to be received after a suitable period of proba- 
tion. One of them was the blind man whose ap- 
pearance had interested me the evening before, and 
another the friend, now as theii, guiding his dar- 
kened way tli^rough the crowded mass around. 

A general invitation was then given to all profes- 
sors of reUgion, among the strangers present — c( 
whom there were several — ^to partake in the break- 
ing of bread, and the drinking of wine in the name 
ai him who said, '^ This do in remembrance of 
me/' with the request, that any such would make 
th^nselves known by rising. Mr. Stribling and my- 
self were the only persons thus answering: on which 
we were joined in our standing position by the whole 
church ; and by singing a translation, in the native 
language, of the appropriate and affecting hymn, 

«*Twa« on that dftric and dol«fulll%^" fe. 
' 17* 
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commenced the services immediaiely connected 
the ordinance. 

The [»:incess was seated alone on a sofa of crim — 
son silk damask in front of the pulpit. ,On en- — 
tering, Mr. Stribling and myself had taken single^^ 
chairs on one side of the area ; but several of our of- 
ficers and other foreigners coming in, to make room, 
for them, we took places beside her ; and thus, with 

one, who we, dear H , have long regarded with. 

the interest of an adopted child, on my right and a 
friend who I have learned sincerely to love on my 
left, I joined with deep feeling in the prayer ^d in 
the praise of the Uttle flock here gathered from the 
gentiles, and partook of the symbols of the " bread of 
Life," and of " the water of Sal vation"-— of which, 
" if a man eatj he shall live forever J^ and " if he 
drink, he shall never thirst. ^^ 

It was an occasion which necessarily called from 
the pious mind the most devout thanksgiving unto 
God for the rich displays of his grace here madej 
while it elicited the most ardent prayer that thus, He 
" who is mighty to save," would go " forth conquer- 
ing and to conquer !" The most unreflecting and 
incredulous mind could not have looked upon the 
scene, without admiration at the achievements of 
decorum and seeming piety which, at least, it 
must be acknowledged, have been accomplished. 
The number of communicants was near two hun- 
dred — all natives with the exception of Mr. StribUng 
and myself, and the mission family — presenting in 
their deportment and whole appearance, as great a 
degree of intelligence, devotion and entire respecta- 
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bility, as any ordinary church in our country : the 
chiefe, by the superiority of their air, and greater 
richness of attire, corresponding well to the higher 
classes in our own communities, and the common 
people differing scarce in any respect, but in their co- 
lor, from those of the same standing at home. 

The happiness to me, of thus surrounding the ta- 
ble of our coihmon Lord, with most of my old asso- 
ciates and missionary friends, and with so many of 
the chie& and people, whose spiritual welfare has long 
been a topic of the deepest mterest and prayer, was 
exceedingly great ; and filled my heart with grati- 
tude and praise. 

The princess appeared to remarkable advantage. 
I could not avoid noticing with satis&ction, the 
singular propriety of her dress-4i white Italian 
crape, finished with simple bindings of white satin, 
worn over an underdress of white, with a becoming, 
bonnet of light silk, and French scarf of the same, 
of modest color. She was not only serious, but af- 
fected to teats by the ordinance ; and while I could 
but beUeve her a truly sincere and firm professor, my 
prayer was that sh6 might be ^^ steadfast, unmavfible, 
and always abounding in the work of the LordP 
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LETTER XVI. 

DETBAOTION AND CALUMNY OF FOBEieN RB8IDSNT0. 

17. S. Ship Vinebuies, Fort of tfonolahi, > 
November 3d, 1829. i 

A SHORT time after the arrivalof our ship at Hono- 
lulu, Captain Finch and myself were invited to din- 
ner by an American resident of respectattlity. 

While at table, the character . of the young king 
became a subject of conversation ; and the Captain 
was led to inquire, whether any perspn had yet been 
spoken of as a suitable companion for him as future 
queen of the Islands. Our host repUed, that the king 
and his sister, the princess, were mutually and strong- 
ly attached, and that they themselves and all the 
chiefs wished a marriage to take place between them, 
according to former usages in the royal family, but 
were prevented by the missionaries : adding that the 
ceremony, however might as well be performed, for, 
it was well known, that they were already living in 
a state of licentiousness and incest ! 

As you may readily imagine the bpldness of this 
assertion, which I was persuaded was utterly felse, 
caused me to drop my knife and fork, with a surprise* 
bordering on indignation ; and to demand, in a man- 
ner sufficiently indicative of the feeling which had 

flashed through me, whether Mr. believed the 

assertion to be true ? To which he replied, " most 
assuredly nothing is more notorious — every body 
knows it .'" while two other Americans at the table, 
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corroborated the charge with the stiongest aaBevera- 
tions. / 

These gentlemen were perfectly aware of the atti- 
tude in which I stand to the princedb. They knew, 
that from the time of my first arrival, as a missiona- 
ry, in 1823, she-7-then a child eight years cid — had 
been a resident at the station that I occupied in Maui; 
had ever been a fiivorite pupil*; and on the death of 
a converted ^nd pious mother, the late queen Keopu- 
lani, had been committed by her to the special gqar- 
dianship and watchful care of the Rev. Mr. Richards 
my colleague, and myself. They knew, that from that 
period, I had regarded her with peculiar attachment ; 
had rejoiced in her acquirements ; in the early de- 
velopment of more tbnn ordinary Christian princi- 
ple and feeling ; and in the active and exemplary life 
of piety which she had led ; and that a newbond of inte- 
rest existed, in an evidence of affection given by her 
on the necessary removal of mysfelf and family from 
the island, by the assumption, as a favorite and bap- 
tismal appellation, of the name of one justly dear 
above others to me. They knew also, that she has 
been for three years a member in full communion of 
the church ; stands conspicuous as a Christian, not 

# 

only in her own nation, but by report, in various parts 
of the world ; and that by impugning her character 
they were assailing the veracity and honor of the 
whole mission, and casting reproach on all the moral 
achievements, it is reported, to have attained. 

Courtesy therefore to me as a guest, and a regard 
for my feelings, in view of my relation to the prin- 
cess, and the strong sympathy which I might > 
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known still to feel in all that affects my former as- 
sociates, should have deterred Mr. and his 

friends for the time at least, from such unqualified de- 
famation, whether unfounded or not; and it could not 
have been expected by them, that after hearing it, I 
should not take measures to ascertain its truth and 
origin. 

The object must have been to force the beUef on 
the mind of Captain Finch, by the ecmfidence and 
publicity of the assertion, that it must be irue. Ho\«^ 
far this was successfully accomplished the sequel will 
show. 

On taking leave of the company, I requested ' 
Captain Finch to charge his mind with the remarks 
made, and the positiveness of the accompan]ring 
manner, that when he should have an opportunity of 
ascertaining the innocence of the princess, he might 
be persuaded, from his own observation, of the reck- 
lessness with which one, under the influence of 
strong prejudice and ill will, could thus scatter ^' ar- 
rows J firebrands, and death /" and then say, " am 
J not in sport ?" 

To make the assurance of my own mind " doubly 
sure," I early ascehained, to my perfect satisfaction, 
that the crimination was as false in fact, as it was 
heinous in its nature. 

•From my messmates, and other officers of the 
Vincennes, I early learned that the same tale had 
been repeated, by diflferent persons, to them ; and 
shortly after reaching Maui, one of my companions 
incidentally mentioned the scandal to Mr. Richards, 
as a matter of common report at Oahu. He imme- 
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diatcly inquired of me, whether I had heard any 
thing of the kind ; and on relating to him the reite- 
rated and positive avowal of Mr. and bis com- 
panions, determined, as pastor of the particular 
church of which the princeiss is a member, to demand 
of Hoapiri, governor of Maui, and his wife, the 
guardians and adopted parents of Harieta, an inves- 
tigation of the case. The consequence was, an im- 
mediate resolution on the part of the governor und 
princess, to proceed to Oahu to meet the allegation ; 
and demand, iti the name of the government, from 
the persons impUcated,. proof or a recantation of the 
charge. 

The princess was so much effected by the calum- 
ny, as to be unable to sleep or eat ; and remained 
with the Governor and his wife, during the whole of 
the night on which she. first b^ardof it, bathed in 
tears ; and it was not without much urging by the 
mission family and myself, and the reiterated assu- 
rance, that all the gentlemen with me believed her 
perfectly innocent, that she could be induced to meet 
them, in the free and cheerful mianner she had, pre- 
vious to this disclosure. 

All, who heard of it, were exceedingly indignant. 
And the first shade of sadness I had seen pass over 
the brow of Kaahumanu, after the arrival of the Vin- 
cennes, was on the morning of our return from Maui, 
after she had been informed of it. As I approached 
her residence, to exchange with her an ^^aloha^^ I 
perceived her seated in dejection on one side of the 
apartment, while several of her compeers were par- 
taking of a tempting breakfast just by. On asking 
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her why she did not eat with the rest, she repUed, 
" aohe ono ke ai /" " TTiere is no sweetness to the 
/ood/"' and on inquiring why? and whether she was 
ill? was answered, that her ^^ heart was broken by 
the wickedness of the foreigners^ and the false- 
hood of their words /" 

A general council was early assembled for the 
consideration of this subject. Governor Boki had 

previously called on Mr. -^ , to know why he had 

made such a statement. The only satisfaction he . 

could obtain was, that Mr. did not intend to 

convey the impression that he himself believed the 
charge true, but only that it was said by others to be 
so, and^ was generally believed to be a fact. He 
could, however, furnish no particular authority ; ,and 
the following correspondence between the Chiefe 
and Captain Finch has just taken place. 

The document from the chiefs was plac^ in the 
hands of Captairi Finch, by the queen r^ent, Kaa- 
humanu, in presence of the signers in open council 
yesterday. 

LETTER OF THE CHIEFS. 

Honolttia, OabOi October 30, 1829. 

Listen to us, Captain Finch. Great is our affec- 
tion for you.; united with pleasure, admiration, and 
confidence for the love which you have shown us. 
'^ account of your affection for us, we rejoice in this 
tfjl^ to tell our thoughts. 

il QCQT aentiment concerning Mr. dwell- 

«..VW Mflftndfi, Mr. and . Many evil 

nave been committed by our people towards 
viany alao have been theu evU doings to- 
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wards us ; on account of their prolonging their resi- 
dence on these islands of Hawaii| we are exceedingly 
ensnared and burdened by them. Formerly our dif- 
ficulties were small, but latterly they are very great, 
on account of the unprovoked injuries that have been 
heaped upon us, by the above mentioned forei^ers. 
Many have been the smaller injuries which we have 
received from them ; and which are too many to 
number. We will only specify two of greater im- 
portance. 

The first is concerning our man who shot a cow. 
The two — — united, seized upon the man, bound 
him with a rope, and dragged him along behind their 
horses, as a horse drags along a cart. Thus they 
dragged him for the distance of two miles, until he 
barely escaped with his life. 

The second charge is concerning the false and 
evil report of these p3r|ons concerning the princess 
Harieta. We deny the allegation made by them — 
it is not true. On account of the charge brought 
by them against her, our hearts are broken by tlie 
scandal, and we can bear it no longer. Our feel- 
ings, however, are reUeved by the letter of the chief 
of America, toought by you, by which we are assured 
of his affection for us. We have also seen your let- 
ter, which bears the same likeness with that of youv 4|r 
chief. 

Because of the similarity of the sentiments of 

yourself and your chief, we beseech you, if it is in 
your power, to bring Mr. and Mr. to ac- 
count for the charge which they two have felsely al- 
leged against the princess. Grant, sir, our request; 
Vol. n. 18 
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that you bring them to a ftill account here, (^ be so 
kind as to tell us distinctly, the proper course that we 
are to take. 

This we humbly beg of you, with great affection; 
which shall be perpetual. 

Kauikeauoli, King. 

BoKi, Governor of Oahu. 

Adams, Governor of Hawaii. 

HoAPiRi, Governor of Maui. 

Naihe, Counsellor of State. 

Harieta Nahienaena, Princess. 

Elizabeth Kaahumanu, Regent. 

ANSWER. 

ru THE KING KAUIKEAOULI, AND THE CHIEFS W 

t 

THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

U. S. Sbip Vincennei, Port of Honolulu, ) 
November 3d, 1829. ( 

I repl;^ to your letter, and repeat to you that I en- 
tertain great friendship for you and your people ; as 
jilso do the president and government of the United 
States. 

It is painful to me to learn, that you feel you have 
cause to be offended with my countrymen, Messrs. 

and . Tbcgr will, or can, I hope, remove 

it. I haM I wyances. 

W: tymen who visit 
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iliver lo ihe president, such demaada or represeata- 
ioiis as you mny choose to make ; aud they will be 
jiffeclually attended to. 

As you are at a loss to know how you are to cicl 
toward straiigera who leside among you, but do not 
leliave aa you may think they ought — I recommend 
o you to propose such questions to my government. 
Jt will explain the extent of its protection to citizens ^ 
who visit, or temporarily sojourn among you ; a 
the restraints and correctives it can apply to offences 
committed against you ; and will further inform you 
of the degree of power or right over them, which it . 
ia willing to concede to you. 

Whatever ill impressions may have been produced I 
by what Mr. - — ~ and Mr. — -- may have said I 
ngaiiigl the princesa Harieta, are removed by your ] 
deni^tl and assurances ; iheit remarks probably were 
not conceived in malice, and may have been derived 
from your own people. The knowledge thai the 
—Conversation has given you so much pain, will moat 
robably render them more cautious. When your 
lent is better established, and your people 
- characters will be better pru- 

a aod my opinions ; you can 
IB as I before stated, through me 
il confirm them, or else dis- 
[ so that your objects will be ' 

Ively, noticed all the points of 

1 1 can with propriety touch : 

e fervent wish, that all diffi- 
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culties, and every sense or feeling of displeftsur^ may 
for the present, terminate here^ 

May each day of your existence, hdd to the pre- 
sent evidences of your general pvosperityy and mdi- 
vidual happiness. 

As to the assertion, that the king, pancaseyaiid 
chiefs, are all desirous of a marriage betweeai the bro^ 
ther and sister, it is as entirely unfounded as the ac^* 
companying calumny. Had not ChnBtiaoky been 
, introduced and established, these two would doubtless 
have been united before the present time ; falit it is 
now six years since the subject was voluntarily dis- 
missed from the conversation and councils of the 
chiefs, as one that was forever put at rest by the pib- ' 
cepts of the faith they had espoused. ' In speaking 
upon this point with the princess, she told me that 
such a thing had never been intimated to her by 
any one of the chiefs, except by Boki, when intoxi- 
cated, a few weeks since : entering the house at which 
she was, he told her she must marry her toother im- 
mediately ; on which, replyingthathespokelikeacrazy 
man, from much drink, she left the room. But it was 

added by her, that Mr. , an American, and Mr. 

^^aBritish resident, hadeach,attwo difTerenttimes, 

^and importuned her to marry her brother — say- 
such alliances were frequent, both in Ame- 
En^nd ; and that, not long since, a British 
married his sister ! Mr. Jones, the Ameri- 
however, she says, told her, that it was 
lat such a marriage was never heard of 
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in a Christian Gentry ; and that to^it]pher brother 
would be a lasting disgrace in tife eyes of all civiluEed 
nations. 

* "t ■. . * 

I have not anteved into, this detail, and traced thi» 
cqluiA^ to it« iM&lt^ from any intrinsic importaiiitc 
in tbi ijrcitaMitance itself, nor with the intention, on 
the 4)ne*ii)mdj of bringing reproach on the*individuals 
givin^'isseto ii,.or on the other, of presenting myself 
in' pledge ftr the continued mtegrity, and future fair 
iame of the jper^n to, whom it principally relates. 

The princeM^ for so youthful a professor of religion, 
Is placed* in dicumstanees highly inauspicious to the 
continuance of that brightness and spirituality of 
Christian character which she has, thus far, so clearly 
exhibited — ^if hot4iazardous, even to the purity essen- 
tial to the exis^nce of true piety. 

The nation ^ which she is so conspicuous a chief* . 
tain, however humble in comparison with others, and 
mean in the pretensions of its royalty to rank and 
splendoir, still has " its world " to ensnare the youth- 
ful mind, and its pleasures, and its follies, to tempt 
the inxeperienced heart. Of that world, top, she is 
the idol : its adulations in every form are constantly 
poured around her ; and unhappily, in the number 
of those, whose flattery springs only from admiration 
and sincere attachment, there are others who court 
but to deceive, and whp adulate but to destroy. 
And however sincerely such an event is to be depre- 
cated, still it is not impossible, to say the least, that 
she may yet live more deeply to dishonor, even than 
she has, thus far, adorned the cause, so early espoused 
by her. But of such an event, it is most devoutly to 

18* 
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be said, ^^ sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof f- 
add I cannot but protest agauwt the unmanlines&: 
and cruelty of an attempt, thus beforehand, to blast 
the fair fame of a reputation hitherto unsullied. 

The leading motive to the disclosure has been to 
unfold by the opportunity which it presents, the true 
fountain of bitterness jGrom which streams of pre- 
judice and misrepresentation, destructive not only to 
the best interests of this nation, but of the whole 
heathen world, have been made so widely and so 
broadly to flow. 

It is in cases like the preceding, and on such au- 
thority as Mr. and his friends, that the detrac- 
tions of the mission are founded, which have been 
furnished to the world by Captain Beechey, of H. B. 
M.ship Blossom,by the "Bedacteur" of "The Voyage 
of the Blonde," and by M. Von Kotzebue, of the 
Russian Imperial Navy, in his " New Voyage Bound 
the World." And I venture to assert that there is 
not a syllable derogatory to the honor and usefulnea<% 
of the missionaries, contained in their united accounts, 
which, on investigation, could not be traced to a si 
milar " deceitful and deceiving " source. 

The station of post-captain in the royal and impe- 

lial navies of their sovereigns, is in itself an ^gis to 

the honor of Beechey and Von Kotzebue ; and I am 

fiir from behoving, that the statements they have given 

are the fabrications of their own minds. Unhappily 

liUmr^ is too little necessityfor any visitor at the islands, 

ask his inventive powers : an abundance of 

f this description, already manufactured, is 

>t in constant store, with tongues ready to 
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retail it; andy I doubt not, those gentlemeii can give 
the names of. the individuals from whom UieyMjl^ 
ceived all they hav« rehearsed.*. 

I impeach nottheiny^racity. Bilttinfortunatelyfor 
them, the attitude in whicbth^y.have [rfaced theni- 
selves^ by their publications, is suob, that cliarity her- 
self cannot throw round them l^: sl^eld, which, in ad- »^r 
dition to a defence of their honor as gentlemen, will 
screen their refutation as trust 'W(»rthy reporters to the 
worid, of the physiology, condition, and prospects of 
^e people they have visited in traversing the globe. 
A defence of their candor can only be sustained by 
the sacrifice of the acuteness of then* observation, 
and the faithfulness of their research. 

If their accounis of the Sandwich Islands were 
written in full probity of hecCtt, they must plead 
guilty to the charge of an error in judgment, and of . 
having become dupes to the arts and misrepresenta-' 
tions of, others, in utter neglect of the fecilities for 
personaTbbservation by which they were surrounded. 
To every intelligent visitor at the same place, it must 
be self-evident, that instead of fiUing their note-books 
with facts passing before them, they caught with 
eagerness, from strongly prejudiced »and ill-^lispoeed 
men, recitals and hear-says, in direct opposition to 
them. 

It is not with unguarded pen that I advance this 
opinion. I have myself had a demonstration of the 
&ct ; and can present evidence, both incidental and 
direct, in support of it, furnished by those who could 
have no motive to deceive. 
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A short time previous to my departure firom the 
islands in 1826, 1 called one morning at tliis residence 
of an American merchant, who had the hour befinre 
returned to Honolulu from a visit of a day or two, at a 
place on the western side of Oahu, twenty-five or 
thirty miles distant In the course of the conversation 
which ensued, he expressed great anxiety for the 
people inhabiting the sections of country through 
which he had passed, stating, equally to my surprise 
and regret, that they must in a very short time be in 
a state of perfect famine, from having been obliged 
by the chiefe to go into the mountains to cut timber 
for a new chapel, lately erected at Honolulu, to the 
neglect of their plantations, till all the growth on them 
had perished from want of irrigation and other atten- 
tion : adding, that from this cause, the whole region 
presented a most melancholy spectacle. 

I had no reason to doubt the truth of the report. I 

knew nothing myself of that part of the island, and 

was aware that the inhabitants had recendy been 

occupied in procuring timber for the chapel ; having 

myself, on one morning within a fewweeks preceding, 

coimted 2,200 men bearing it into town, in one imin- 

terrupted procession, while some 800 or 1,000 others 

followed during the day. But their appearance was 

not that of an oppressed and famishing people ; for 

they came, evidently in high spirits and joy, with 

hands and hearts ready to their wdrk, which would 

scarce have been the case if, on their way, they had 

beheld their plantations perishing and their crops 

ruined in consequence of their absence. 



'% 



♦ - 



/ 



OF 1UI8IDENTS. 205 

Two gentlemen, of the mission arrived at Hono- 
lulu, the same day of this conversation, from the Lee» 
ward Islands. Not having heard the cry of ^' Sail ho!'' 
among the natives, I expressed my surprise on meet- 
ing them, at their getting iiito ths* harbor without 
being discovered ; and, in explanation, learned that 
they had landed in the vessel in i^ich they left Tauai, 
on the western side of the idand, at the same place 

visited by Mr. , and had come on foot over the 

same ground which he had travelled. It occurred to 
me at once, without informing my friends of the par- 
ticular reason for the inquiry, to ask what the appear- 
ance of the country and plantations in that direction 
were ? They ane^wered that the cultivated parts were 
in luxuriant and beautiful growth ; so much so, that 
they hdd repeatedl/ on the way made the evidence 
of industry and the fine order in the farms, the sub- 
ject of remark ! I then informed them of the report 
of Mr. — — T-, which they thought so utterly impossi- 
Ue as to believe me in jest, tiU assured of the con- 
trary. 

Captain Beechey's visit at Oahxx occurred some 
few months after this t and his principal report of the 
condition of the people is, that they were in a state 
approaching to utter famine, from habits of indolence 
induced by the instruction and influence of the mis- 
fflonaries. That they had been taught, that to attend 
church seven times a day, was ail that was necessary 
for them ; and that a native had told him, (in what 
langudge and by whose interpretation?) that it was 
^^heiter to pray than to workf and the consequence 
was, that the plantations were, going to ruin, and 
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provisions so scarce, that the king, only a few days 
before, had been obliged to send to the American 
consul to beg a piece of bread I 

Such is the report of Captain Beechey ; while his 
own ship, and all other vessels in port, were receiving 
from the native market every refreshment, both ani- 
mal and vegetable, that they needed or desired. The 
numerous foreigners resident at Honolulu, were also 
living in abundance on the same resources ; and a 
walk of fifteen minutes in the rear of the town, and 
the ride of an hour in almost any direction, wouU 
have shown him thousands and thousands of acres 
of cultivated growth, as rich and exuberant as any 
ever kno\^ii since the first discovery of the islands! 
From whence, then, I would ask, did he gain his 
evidence of famine? From assertions, no doubt, as 

well founded as that made by Mr. to me : and 

where was the acute observation of the intell^ent 
and scientific voyager ? — brooding, it is probable, in 
total neglect of the beautiful and fertile valieysaround, 
over the dusty and sunburnt plain east of the port, 
which he had been told was once covered with flourish- 
ing plantations ; without the addition, however, of 
the time when — a period " to which the memorjr" of 
foreign visitors at least " runneth not contrary !" 

A few weeks only intervened between the visit of 
Captain Jones, of the U. S. ship Peacock, and thai 
of Captain Beechey ; yet Captain Jones, whatever 
he may have heard, saw no evidence of a famine 
past or to come. On the contrary, for three months 
he beheld a market daily filled with the producticms 
of the country, in a quantity sufiicient for the refresh- 
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meiit of the Peacock and numerous other vessels in 
the harbor, during the whole period, and at a price 
more reasonable than at any other port visited by 
him in the Pacific. In place of a threatened famine 
from neglect of cultivation, there are the most satis- 
factory statistical data on record, to show that for 
years previous to the visit of Captain Beechey to the 
present time, the increase in vegetable and animal 
supplies has been more than proportionate to the 
increase in the number of ships frequenting the 
group. 

Captain Yon Kotzebue left the Sandwich Islands 
on his return to Russia a few days previous to my 
embarkation for England and the United States, in 
1825. In his " New Voyage round the Warld,^^ after 
speaking of the missionaries, of their influence and 
their character, in a very detractive manner, he 
asserts that my intended departure was occasioned 
by the injudicious and reprehensible measures of my 
associates, especially of Mr. Bingham, and by finding 
the objects for which I had left my country in this 
manner defeated. I should have been utterly at a 
loss to conjecture on what authority such an asser- 
tion could have been made, but for a fact which had 
previously come to my knowledge. 

While Captain Jones was at Oahu, in 1826, a 
gentleman, in speaking of me, assigned this same rea- 
son for my retirement from the mission ; and in sup- 
pouti of it mentioned, that he had received a letter 
from me in which I acknowledged the fact. Only 
a short time previous. Captain Jones had himself 
seen a letter, addressed by me from the Georgian 
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lalftbds to (dtt o(, db TniOMjMVMw, in 4rkidi «BQti- 
' WBOlB and feelit^ at utter yuiancQ with BUch a 
Btn t emeot woM^ttimigly azj^OBted. Of this he in- 
fonned the gentlemaD, saying Hut he shoidd be 
[deased to see th^ which I had addressed to him. 
He promised to show it — but afterwatds said it was 
nudaid, and could not be fijund. The truth is I 
never, to the beet of my knowledge, addiessed a let- 
ter to that individual, either before or ^er . wMling 
fcnn the idbndB. In connection with this circum- 
stance, it was no difficult task to account for the 
paragrafdi in the. publication of the voyager.. If no 
other means had b«en et>en to him, he wotild have 
found better authority on this pmnt in one of the 
- most interesting and poliahed of hi« i^loera^ whose 
parting words after a warm benedicti(»} were, " Be- 
miniecaris interdum mei, qui in tua domo fiuniliaque 
se inter quoe habet carksimoe, in patria reductum 
fiutabaL" 

Mr. Bingham is the subject of special oUoquy in 
the work of Yon Kotzebue ; aod I should be doing 
injustice to my heart, not to present in this place my 
own estimate of his character. 

That he is a man of superior intellect, of good 
education, and of much general and practical know- 
ledge, all acquainted with him must admit, yrbUe 
those who l^uow him beat are equs 
benevolence and kindness of his ii 
the eyes of his calumniators caiL~a 
served devotion of all his [owera tod 
which he is engfa^d— 4be eol 
renovation, and etenvU K 
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the adiierameat of . Otis, he spares himself neitlier by 
day nor by aight, but, in reference to it, ia " instant 
in season and out of season /' and, afler a series of 
exhaustiog labors from the rising to the setting of 
every sun, trims the midnight lamp over the con- 
struction of books for the schools, and translations 
from the Bcriptures for the habitations and closets of' 
the people. He has no policy in his measures' 
HDt a^^rored by all his 'a,38oclates, and exerts no 
influence over the chiefs and people - differing ftom 
that of any other missionary, except such as may 
arise from a seniority of reeidence and the ties of long 
attachment. 

Mr. Bingham, however, is not the only individuid' 
misrepresented. ■ From the notices of this voyt^er,' 
the whole of tlie miseionaries are to be regarded aa 
an ignorant and vulgar set <^ taai, unfitted to 
instruct even the natives in the most common arts: 
They do not claim for themselves, nor would 1 claim 
for them, the name and reputation of accomplished 
scholars ; nor do they affect the -wisdom of the phi- 
losopher and devotee to science ; but all the ordained 
miniatera of their company (by br the greater num- 
ber in the whole) have received regular, classical, and 
collegiate educations, and are as well informed, on 
most subjects, as persons of their profession in any 
'B accurate and inteUigenl observ- 
I -xasionallytakingplacearouiu]- 
<d arUcles in such cases, that 
ly the notice of men -well 
we and letters. For amuse- 
m, they have, when on the 
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ARRANGEMENTS 

^>i'«-. Mr. Biagham I learn, that the captain 

,^,nr.w :hf oppjft^'^^^y ^^ giving the king much 

, .^^TTflp; »4^^i«», as a private friend, in reference 

/ f,^. ns."*! affairs : urged upon him the im- 

.-r^pn of kToping himself and government free 

f.,in wviMinJary embarrassments, of having a trea- 

«ir,^ oiM^iAcd to preserve his accounts, in an intelli- 

|T,M, ntfin«or. &c. (fcc. 

Thf *\Miference was resumed yesterday morning, 
ii; the pwsenceof all the chiefs ; and an investiga- 
um o: Accounts took place, which resulted in the ac- 
l^'po« ir^)gment of about $50,000 due to different 
Anv^van merchants and ship masters, with a pledge, 
on ^^ part of the chiefs, to liquidate the whole with- 
in )ho ensuing nine months. The debts are princi- 
im^iy those contracted by the late king Rilio Riho, 
4i4wl by Taumuarii of Tauai previous to his death. 

Sandal wood, for the payment of the same claims, 
WAS collected after the visit of Captain Jones, but ap- 
l><x>priated by Boki to new purchases, without the 
knowledge of the regent and king. The payment 
now to be made is also to be in sandal wood, and 
Alaaro of Maui, who accompanied Gov. Hoapiri and 
the princess to Oahu, has already, by the application 
of his arithmetic to the case, assessed the amount 
requisite, on the different Islands, according to the 
population and quantity of wood on each, to be col- 
lected by a general tax. 

An American merchant, now in business at Hono- 
lulu, and who was here previous to the arrival of the 
missionaries in 1820, informs me, that the advance 
in the commercial importance of the islands within 
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the ten years past, has not been less than seven hun- 
dred per cent Upon this point, however, I will re- 
fer you to the following official lett« of Mr. Jones, 
addressed to Captain Finch. 

United States Oonsolate) Sandwich Idanda, I 
HoDolulu, 0«tiii, Octolwr aOth, 1899. ( 

Dear Sir, 

In your communication of the l9th inst., re- 
ceived at this Consulate, you have requested me to 
give you such information as I may be possessed of, 
relative to the state, extent, value, and wants of the 
American commerce of these islands, in consequence 
of the government of the United States having 
evinced a lively interest for its better protection, and 
more successful prosecution. 

In complying with this request, I phall endeavo^p 
to be as concise as possible ; and give you such in- 
formation only, as shall be conceived most desirable 
for our government to be informed of. Since the 
discovery of the Whale Fishery on the coast of Ja- 
pan, and the independence of republics of the wes- 
tern coast of North and South America, the com- 
merce of the United States at the Sandwich idands, 
has vastly increased ; of such importance have these 
islands become to our ships, which resort to the coast 
of Japan for the prosecution of the whale fishery, 
that without another place could be found possessing 
equal advantages of conveniences and situation, our 
fishery on Japan would be vastly contracted or pur- 
sued under circumstances the most disadvantageous. 

The importance, also, of the Sandwich idands to 
ships bound fxom the western coast of North and 

19* ' 
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South America to Xlhiuai, or ^anill^ has of late 
years, been fully €ested'; the number of such yeseek, 
which. visit these Islaods, is ammatly increasing, and 
they have been found to afford them ever^ advantage 
for repairing, refreshment, ^c. — and, generally, a 
market for parts of cargoes, which such vessels com- 
monly have remaining unsold at the time of leaving 
the coast of Western America ; these vessels also 
generally obtain from the islands a freight of sandal 
wood, either for Canton or Manilla, which is quite an 
inducement, of itself, to attract them to these isles. 

The commerce of the United States, which resorts 
to the Sandwich islands, may be classed under five 
heads, viz. : FHrst, Those vessels which trade direct 
from the United States to these islands, for sandal 
wood, and from hence to China and Manilla, and re- 
turn to America. Second, Those vessels which are 
bound to the Northwest Coast on trading voyages, for 
furs, and touch here on their outward bound passage, 
generally winter at these islands, and always stop on 
their return to the United States, by the way of Chi- 
na. Third, Those vessels, which on their passage 
from Chili, Peru, Mexico, or Califomia, to China, Ma- 
nilla or the East Indies, stop at these islands for re- 
freshments, or repairs, to obtain fre^ht, or dispose of 
what small cargoes they may have left. Fourth, 
Those vessels which are owned by Americans resi- 
dtot at these islands, and employed by them in 
trading to the Northwest Coast, to California and 
Mexico, to Canton and ManiUa. Fifth, Those ves- 
sels, which are employed in the whale fishery, on the 
coast of Japan, which visit semi-annually. 
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• Of the^ first clasi of v|fB8e% wliich visit these 
islands annually, tlie liimiber* maj».be estimated at 
six, the amount of tonnagi8^;i^hteeh .hundred, and 
the value of vessels and ieangoes, «4 three hundred 
and twenty thousand dollars. Of the second class, 
the number may be estimated at five, the tonnage 
one thousand and the value of vessels and cargoes, 
two hundred and fifty thousand' dollars. Of the 
third class, the number may be estimated at eighty 
the tonnage two thousand five hundred dollars, and 
^he value of vessels and cargoes, at five hundred 
thousand dollars. Of the fourth class, the number 
may be estimated at six, the tonnage one thousand, 
and the value of vessels and cargoes, two hundred 
thousand dollars. Of the fifth class, the number 
may be estimated at one hundred, the tonnage, thirty- 
five thousand, and thd value of vessels and ^rgoes, 
at four millions. Thus making the commerce of the 
United States, which annually visits the Sandwich 
Islands, amount to one hundred and twenty-five ves- 
sels, estimated at foity thousand tons, and valued at 
five millions two hundred and seventy thousand dol- 
lars. This estimate is made firom the average num- 
ber of vessels, which have visited these islands 
during the last three years ; and will, I believe, be 
Ibund to be very near the extent and value of our 
commerce here. 

The importance of the Sandwich Islands to the 
commerce of the United States, which visits these 
seas, is, perhaps, more than has bedh estimated by 
individuals, or our government been made acquainted 
with. To our whale fishery on the coast of Japan, 
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tbey are indispensably necessary ; hither thoee em- 
ployed in this business repair in the months of April 
and May, to recruit their crews, refresh and adjust 
their ships ; they then proceed to Japan, and return 
in the months of October and November. It is ne- 
cessary that these ships, after their cruise on Japan, 
should return to the nearest port ; in consequence, a 
large majority resort to these islands, certain here to 
obtain any thing of which they may be in want; a 
small proportion, however, of these vessels have pro- 
ceeded for supplies and refreshments, in the fall, to 
the ports on the coast of California; but as the 
government of Mexico have now imposed a duty of 
two dollars and one eight per ton, on every ship, that 
shall anchor within their waters, whether in distress 
or otherwise, this will, of course, prevent our whak 
ships from visiting that coast, and the Sandwich 
Islands^ will then remain as the only resort for them, 
after their cruise on the coast of Japan. 

As the government of the RepubUcs of South 
America become settled, and peace established on 
their shores, our commerce, with these nations, will 
undoubtedly increase, and the result will, of course, 
have a tendency to bring more commerce to the 
islands ; here, all vessels bound to Ohina, Manilla, or 
the East Indies, will stop on their passage, and the 
more the advantages which these islands afford to 
such vessels, are known, the more they will become 
frequented. 

When we reflect, that only a few years since, the 
Sandwich Islands were not known to exist — when 
but lately they were visited only by a few ships bound 
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to the NoTthwegit Co?^ of America, and these mere« 
ly stopping to ^rchase a few yarns or potatoes, and 
that now there annually come to this remote corner of 
the globe, forty thousand tons of American shipping, 
with the sure prospect, that in no long protracted pe- 
riod, this number will double, we are led to conclude 
that the Sandwich Islands Avill yet be immensely 
more important, to the commerce of the United 
States, which visits these seas, than they have been. 

Yon, Sir, will have seen at this part of Honolulu, 
a Uttle of the extent and importance of our com- 
merce, and you will be able to form some estimate of 
the advantages which these islands afford ; and it is 
hoped you will conceive it proper, to urge on our 
government, the necessity and propriety of extend- 
ing a strong arm of protection to those citizens, 
who adventure to this remote part of the world. I 
say protection — for I conceive so large a commerce, 
and so far removed from the laws and restraints of 
civilized society, requires to be regulated by the ap- 
pearance, if not the actual force of power. 

The annual, if not semi-annual, visit of one of 
our ships of war, to these islands, is conceived to be 
necessary ; and would, no doubt, be attended with 
the best advantages, affording to our commerce in 
these seas, protection, assistance, and security. 

For this station, a sloop of war would be sufficient 
for every purpose required ; and, if so arranged as to 
visit these islands in the months of March, April, and 
May, and again in October and November, eveiy 
desired object would then be effected, and the re- 
sult be, that our merchantmen, and whalers would 
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...tfi?* "vaom they are corrupting 

^ J ..o Troiiff. From such sources, 

..lu^ liuftrter of the world, has suf- 

^ . .iiiv~e 'iie conndence to believe 

>4i;s^ j£ JUT soipe of War, to these 

oiUKiuoec^ bein^ clothed with suffi- 

.. wuui .lave the best tendency to 

i^> .uu secure ro our commerce in 

J' ^utui^ j( which it now so impor- 

v.5^«.a< o youreeif the pa^priety of recom- 

... ^v/^tfiLiuiem liiac a ship of war be 

v'« av: f*ujuKUuaoi American commerce in 
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. jsc waters, that she be required annually to visit the 
Society and Marquesas Islands, and, semi-annually, 
the Sandwich Islands ; that in the intermediate pe- 
riods when she might not be employed at such islands 
it shall be required that she visit the ports of Califor- 
nia and Mexico, to afford protection to our commerce, 
and citizens in that quarter, where they have for a 
long time been suffering under the abuses of an ill- 
regulated government 

I might point out to you many more, and impor- 
tant reasons, why our commerce in these waters re- 
quires more protection — ^they are constantly coming 
under my observation, and I daily see the propriety 
and necessity that our government should act as I 
have suggested to you ; but I will forbear to trouble 
ydu longer with this report, which, though superficiali 
I hope will (with information you may obtain from 
olher sources) be sufficient to answer the object for 
which you addressed me on the 19th inst 

Be pleased to accept for yourself the assurance of 
the respect and esteem with which 
lam, 

Sir, 

Your obt servt, 
(Signed) John C. Jones, Jr. 

To W. C. B. FiNCfl, Esq. 

Commanding U. S. ship Yincennes. 
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LETTER XVHL 



THE COVHTRS B 



At the close of the commercial traitac 
Monday, Goveroor Boki informed Caplaii 
and myself, that the king, princess, and queei 
were to spend the next day with him and 
Boki, at a cottage occupied by tbem in the Tall 
Nuuanu, directly inland from the port — add 
he should be happy to see us; and any of thi 
who might choose to take the ride, enfam\ 
Uiem. A trip to the celebrated Pari or Pass o 
within a couple of miles of the residence of 
vernor, being yet an unaccomphshed object 
we readily accepted the invitation ; and a di 
daj' indeed, it proved to be. 

The captain, Lieutenant Stribling, and 
landed immediately after breakfest. My com 
were supplied with horses by Mr. Jones a 
French ; and I, through the kindness of the 
with a beautijul animal, the property of Mad 
lileo, wife of the king's private secretary. T 
lace yard had b-»n appointed as a place of 
voufl with the chieftains ; and, on mounting, 
there to join them. 
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I 

The regent, among other equipage has a hand- 
:3omely finished and expensive gig of foreign manu- 
facture. She niade great us^ of it till the occurrence, 
lately, of a disaster cr two,, when taking the air in it. 
On one occaSon, in driving herself in the vicuiity of 
her country house at Manao,* absorbed in more im- 
portant musings, she did not sufficiently regard the 
narronmessof the road on the bank of a taro patch, 
Gliioi widi mud and water-; and found her portly 
fi^re very sudd^inly transferred,, without much re- 
gard to the manner, or attitude in which she was left, 
from the height of her vehicle into the mire bdow ; 
and not long afterwards, General Kekuanaoa, in act- 
ing the beau to her, gave a practical demonstration of 
the readiness with which the centre of gravity of a 
bigh gig, containing two nobles of three hundred 
pounds each, may be shifted in turning a corner in 
the true style of James street. In both cases her 
majesty escaped material injury; but since these 
events, she has been content with a more unpretend- 
ing estaUishmentr— -a Utde, low car of green, with two 
wheels, drawn by a pair of shaggy, gray donkeys, 
driven tmidum, with a harness of undressed goat 
slqii. 

On the present occasion, as the road in some parts 
is not well fitted for wheels, she chose to dismiss the 
d(N[ikeys, and to commit her safety, in the draught of 
theJmrrow, to bipeds, who could be managed by word 
of mouth, without hazarding the uncertainty of the 
rein ; and on our arrival at the palace, we found her 
already seated, under an umbrella, in her vehicle. 
* with six or eight stout islanders in readiness to trans 
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port her up the valley, and a niimeiouB tnim on foot, 
bearing the various appendages of her service. 

The princess, in a black dress, with amantle of 
scarlet satin, and white silk hat, trimmed with flow- 
ers, rode a spirited Uack horse, with Maaroy her sec- 
retary, and a dozen others of her household and fid- 
lowers in company ; while the king was mounted on 
a noble charger of iron gray, and surrounded by a 
suite of twenty- five or thirty chieftains and fiivorites, 
on fine and well equipped horses. Captain Finch, 
Mr. Stribling, and myself made up the number-^ 
formmg a cavalcade of fifty on horseback, while as 
many accompanied us on foot, to bear water flagons, 
&c*, and to take charge of the horses in dismounting. 

By ten o'clock we were all in readiness ; and as 
we issued from the yard, through the gate opening in 
the rear upon the country, presented, in our various 
groupings and equipments, no little of the aspect, for 
this part of the world at least, of a royal party, on an 
excursion of pleasure. 

The morning was delightful ; the heavens of the 
finest blue, and the sun, though bright, not oppressive, 
with the trade-wind blowing freshly from the moun- 
tains in our faces. All things without, and seemingly 
all within, joined to produce a flow of spirits the 
most buoyant and cheering. Our horses, full of nerve 
and muscle, partook in no small degree of the excite- 
ment of feeling ; and, impatient of even the slight 
restraint we had any disposition to impose on them, 
pranced gaily over the swelling grounds at the foot 
of Fort Hill, as we wound round it to the entrance of 
the valley : the restiveness of some — among others 
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those of the king and his untnediate escort — ^being 
such as to lead their riders occasionally to diverge 
from the direct jmA ; and, by taking a sweep of half 
a mile with unchecked rein, to reduce them to a de- 
gree of sobriety, better suited to the convenience of 
the general retinue. 

The king is exceedingly fond of the exercise of 
riding, and is an accomplished horseman. In his 
whote air and attitude, and in the ease and graceful- 
ness of his movements, he need scarce shun a com- 
parison with the most admired of the Spanish cabat- 
leros, seen on the coast. He has been instructed by 
a skillful English groom, still in his service ; and 
owns a stud of ndore than a hundred horses. It 
is said, that much of the ease and gracefulness of 
Ills manners is attributable to his fondness for riding, 
and to his mastery of the manly accomplishment. 

On reaching the first stream of water — that which 
comes from the valley of Ua--*«.nd the stone walls 
inclosing the plain, we had a specimen of the facility 
-witli which royalty here, ai^ well as ill more noble 
nations^ triumphs over obstacles of importance in 
the movements of inferior persons. Neither the 
rocky banks nor bed of the mountain torrent, nor 
the substantial stone barrier on the opposite side, im- 
peded for a moment the chariot wheels of the re- 
gent ; and she sat most con^posedly in her equipage, 
while it was dashed down one steep bank, and over 
the rocks at the bottom of the stream— one wheel, 
at one moment, poising high in the air, and the other 
equally so at the next — then up the opposite side, 
and straight over a wall three or four feet high, 
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null upon the ground ; and when summoned to par* 
take of k, eadi was left to his chc»ce, betwemi the 
attitude of a Turk and a Rotnan, duciftg the meaL 
The regent, princess, and king, with his private sec- 
retary Halileo, were the4>nl7 persons hesidef^ our- 
selves and hosts, admitted to thadentertaidment . It 
consisted of a dish of baked fiih, at t)ie head, before 
the governor ; a pig at the foot, carved by the secre- 
tary ; a plate of chickens oaone side ip the middlei, 
and a brace of wild fowl opposite, with four roundl 
dishes at the corners, two containing a mi3rture of 
pork and taro tops cooked together, and two, potatoes 
and taro as^ vegetaUes ; while a large sallad dish, 
filled with delightful water-cresses from the springs 
around, occupied the centre — the beverage bring 
the finest mountain water, with Madeira, daret, and 
muscadine wines. All the cooking was in the native 
style — ^in an oven of heated stones ; and each artide 
was spread on its respective dish, in the inner coat of 
the leaves in which it had been baked. 

We greatly relished a repast so well prepared, and 
so neatly served. After the meats were removed, 
Madam Boki drew the casters and sallad bowl near 
her, as I at first sufqposed, to give us a specimen of 
her tact in sallad dressing ; but, on seeing a servant 
^iproach with a parcel handsomely done up in green 
leaves, dripping with water, and observing a smile of 
aithness playing on the features of her ladyship as 
she received it from him, I began to suspect it was 
only in preparation for some bwine bauche, peculi- 
aily qpicurian in its character. Such it proved to 
lie ; fnr on carefully untying it, while her eye Inright- 
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ened oiore and more with {Peasantry, she suddenly 
scattersd the Contents — a quantity df live shrimp, as 
pme and traniparent as couM be, and as spfightly as 
crickets — over the cresses, and dashing the cruet of 
vinegar upon tU^ whole, caught up a half dozen of 
the delicat^creature»^in the leaves of tbesallad, and 
tossed them, wit)i a la^gh, into her mouth, by way of 
encouragement to us to join in the course. The cap- 
1^ is too courteous a gentleman to. stop short of any 
civility due to the lady of the house ; . and consider- 
ing this a kind of challenge, went through the move- 
ment of taking a similar quantity in his fingers, and 
in raising it to his mouth, whether with the intention 
of following the example fieirther or not I cannot say, 
but — in ruse or not — I saw one, at least, of the 
nimble fry, hop fairly down his throat 

Our return, towards night, to the town, was as de* 
lightful as the ride in the morning had been ; and 
the day was pleasantly closed at the mission hoVise, 
where the band had been ordered from the ship, for 
the serenade of an hour or two. 

The diner de champetre of Governor Bolq was 
followed, last night, by an entertainment by the king. 
The invitations to Oaptain Finch, and the officers in 
general, were in writing, and brought on board by 
the private secretary. Seven o'clock was the hour 
appointed, but it was past eight before all the com- 
pany— ^consisting of the piindpal chiefs, most (^ the 
missionaries, both ladies and gentlemen, including 
the Rev. Mr. Whitney, and Mrs. Whitney, who ar- 
rived from Tauai a few days since, and as many 
of the officers of the Yincennes as could leave the 
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sUpat thet«pw.tiiD&— bBdaaemUied. . Tfaep 
was well ligtited, the compuiy wdl drerfud, ttd 
the band from our^hip.plByiiig si the entnno 
general efiect was quite equal to that of themcH 



At nine o'docfe we bapame seated at a Btipper< 
handsomely laid iu China anil ^asa for thirty-1 
more, with liishes and coven of eilver [data : -tlM 
occupied the head, andMadam Btti, aa the mat; 
hie houaehiJid) th« foot of the Ud>le ; while Ci 
Finch was f^aced in the cen^ on one ude, be) 
tbe princess aipd queen i^nt, with GUivemor 
and Mr. Biugfaam, as inteipreter, (^posite. Th< 
cess returned theoomplimentof the c^[)taiajin wt 
her feather cape at the examinaUoD, by exiiil 
upon her neck on this occasion — in' addition to a 
of white ealin, richly embroidered with gold, 
lofty, becoming toque of ciim«>n and wliiie ^ 
elegantly arranged and finished — an exqu 
wrought gold chain of the niEinufacture of Pai 
which he hod presented to her aa a mark of p 
lespect and friendship. To the king he had | 
in the same manner, a large and handsomely-ft 
print of the Declaration of Independence, by O 
Trumbull, which, I was pleased also to see, oc 
tng a conspicuous place in the apartment. 

The entertainment consisted of thiee coi 
Orst, cold tneata, ham and tongues sliced, 
^Bcuit, and butter, ica. ; second, coffee and tea 
■different kioda of c^ ; third, fruits, melons, 
grapes, «fcc!, with cider, and a varirty of i 

ihis last article, however, his majesty had su 
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£ia impositioa from his wine merchant in the Tillage, 

t.ha^ extended to his guests ; for while he had ordered 

the best m store, and had paid an exhorbitant price, 

as Governor Boki informed us, notwithstanding a 

great show of seals and marks, as if from the cellar 

of a genuine borirvivant, it was, for the most part, a 

villainous manufacture. This, however,. \<ras no 

drawback to the enjoyment of the evening, and it 

was near twelve o'clock before, serenaded by the 

baind, we pulled off to the ship. 



LETTER XIX. 



8B00ND VISIT TO LAHAINA. 



v.. S. Ship ViBcennefl, off Hawaii, i . 
Nov. lltta, 1899. ( 

Early after the arrival at Oahu, of the chieftains 
from Maui and Hawaii, Captain Finch determined to 
invite them to return to their respective islands, in the 
Vincennes, with a design of asking the king also to 
make the voyage. 

I acted as interpreter in delivering the invitation. 
It was highly gratifying to them ; and the general 
exclamation on hearing it was, '^ TTiis is indeed a 
joy-making mcm-bf-warr Thursday the 5th inst. 
was the day appointed for the embarkation ; and at 
four o'clock in the afternoon, thewhole company were 
brought on board by the captain, in a |>rocession of 



flahile, aQflWieied by a batteiy phntod^ war ihb'lwd^ 

•tnt to joo^deir H— <~y^I flnd &lettar oC the prioeeflB, 
of jriddk t^ ftHMiBg tt a yi^ 

i^riMli^» MnU Not. Mcb, 1899. 

Wbere oA thou, my greatly bdkjyed^mQth^, Hrs. 
Sj^ewart? 

I write to you with anguiah ai heart, that we iio 
more^meet in peEsoOy andJhat.our eyes no more JUI 

upon each other ; tbough, I believe, thai in mind An4 
feelings,, we are ever one, and tl^us dwell together. 
Still my heart is pained within me. 

At the time we met Mr. Stewart^, my sorrow of 
spirit was relieved ; but a^ my eyes fell on his figure, 
my love for you was revived. How shall I express 
my affection for you, and for your children 7 

It becomes me to acquaint you with some of my 
feelings at the present time. I am, externally, among 
the people of God, and employed in acts of religion, 
thov^ not perhaps with full purpose of heart. It is, 
however, my inmost desire forever to repose on the 
eouch of righteousness ; and for this I daily entreat 
^tl^ Lord, that he would establish his kingdgp in my 
^art,and grant me bis exceeding grace. 

My mind is often on passing trifles, but by no 
inefLps with that inteipty of feeling and strong de- 
sire wijth Mrhich, I think, my soul is fixed on the 
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ways of piety. I tddy fed thtti my sopl^fetne wilii ie 
after holiness : but still I perceive that a single day 
by no means passes wkhout sin. One day my 
thoughts are fixed on Qod ; anoth^ day I am en- 
snared: and thus it is eontinudly. 

These things I say that 'yon inay be aeqaainted 
with my real bharacter. I tlnnk Aat my tannost 
^irit seeks after righteousness as my confitant com- 
panion. 

Jane Toung (her bosom friend) sends much knre 
to you, with strong regret that she never saw you. 
She in reality has great affection for you. Again I 
must ex[N:ess my own aflfection for you, my beloved 
friend in the Lord Jesus Chri^ who aloite<:an give 
us life in the world without «id. Greiit kve to all 
your friends and connections. 

HaRI^TA BuBOPVOtiAKl. 



LETTER XX. 



THEBX DATS AT KfcABAttKUA AND 



U. 8. Ship VtiMseBnef, otfHaWaii, ) 
NowBker ITIh, IflSM. f 

At mid-day on the 13th, we came to anchor in the 
memorable bay of Kearak^tua. We had the evening 
before been so near the entrance of it, that tihe double 
canoe of Kapicdani, a beautiful boated the kmd, with 
neatly made canvas sails, and well manned with 
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paddlers, come off and took her ladyship to the 
shore. 

I was very agreeably disappointed in the ajq^ear- 
ance of the country around this bay. A black and 
desolate precipice of lava inunediately overhangs it ; 
and the village of Kaavaroa, at its base on the left, 
stands upon a bare platform of the same ; but every 
thing inland, above the cliff, is verdant and refreslung, 
covered with plantations, groves, and single trees, 
with a forest beyond, overtq)ped majestically by 
Mounaroa in the distance. 

Our company remained on board to dinner, and 
did not disembai'k till towards evening. The voy- 
age of Governor Adams, as well as that of Naih6 
and Kapiolani, was to terminate h^e ; and the sa- 
lute, under which they left, had a most grand efl^ 
in the reverberations of the cliffs adjoining. I was 
one of the number who went on shore with the 
party, landing in front of Naihe's dwelling, on the 
very spot at which the unfortunate Cook perished. 
But a widely different exhibition from the savage 
and murderous scene of that day awaited our arrival. 
From a lofty and spacious building, inclosed with a 
neat court, by a palisade fence and painted gate, our 
noble friend Kapiolani was seen issuing, in the dress 
and with the air of a dignified matron at home, her 
face, at all times amiable and benignant, beaming 
with joy; as, with outstretched arms, and tears start- 
ing mx her eyes, she welcomed us with the customary 
^^,aloff^ — aloha l^ repeated again and again, in a 
tone of kindness and warmth, that proved it to come 
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from a bosom filled with hospitality and every gme* 
rous aflbction. 

This chief, more than any other, perhaps, has won 
our reqiect and sincere friendship. She is so intelli- 
gent, so amiable, so lady-like in her whole character, 
that no one can become acquainted with her, without 
feelings of more than ordinary interest and i^espect ; 
and from all we had known of her, we were not sur- 
prised to find the establishment she dwells in equal, 
if not superior, to any we had before seen — hand- 
somely arranged, well farnished, and neatly kept, 
with a sitting room, or hall, in which a nobleman, 
in such a climate, might be happy to lounge ; and 
bedrooms, adjoining where, in addition to couches 
which the most fastidious would unhesitatingly oc- 
cupy, are found mirrors and toilettaUes fitted for 
the dressing-room of a modem belle. 

It was near tea time, and in the centre of the hall 
a large table was laid in a handsome service of china ; 
and, after a short stroll in the hamlet, and the re- 
hearsal of Uie tragedy of Captain Cook's d^^Gith on 
the rocks, at the edge of the water int6 which he foil, 
we surrounded it with greater delight than I had be- 
fore experienced, in observing the improvement that 
has taken place in the domestic and social habits of 
the chiefs. Kapiolani presided at the tea-tray, and 
poured to us as good a cup of that grateful beverage, 
as would have been furnished in a pailor at home ; 
while her husband, at the t^posite end, served, to 
those who chose to partake of them, in an equally 
easy and gentleman-like manner^ a pork steak and 
mutton chop,with nicely fried wheaten cakes. A kind 

21* 
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of jumble^ composed principally of eggs, sugar, and 
wheat flour, made up the entertainment. After the 
removal of these, &^ver with a bottle of muscadine 
wine, glasses, and a pitcher of water, was placed cm 
the hoepitable board. And every day we remained, 
similar generous entertainment was spread before va- 
rious parties from our ship. 

The satis&ctioa derived from witnessing these ex- 
hibitions of household management and civilized 
life, was the greater to me from the fact, that with 
the exception of our ship's company, there was not a 
white person nearer to Kaavaroa than at Kairua, the 
residence of Glpvernor Adams, sixteen miles distant. 
Kapiolani alone was perceived evidently to be the 
mover and director of the whole. 

It was not intended, that the YincennjBS shoAild 
touch at Kairua ; and one of the three days we re- 
mained at Kearakekua, I appropriated to a visit to 
Mr. and Mrs. Thurton, at that place. My friends 
Magruder and Buchanan accompanied me. Kapio- 
lani, with as much cheerfulness, and seeming joy, as 
if the kindness were in her own favor, appropriated 
her double canoe, with its compliment of men, to our 
use in making the excursion — a conveyance alto- 
gether better adapted to the trip than any one of the 
ship's boats. 

As it was necessary for us to return the same day, 
we were oflf before the dawn of the morning, while 
the land breeze still blew freshly from the moun- 
tains, and the stars twinkled brightly in the sky. 
Ji^ston, our kind steward, nothwithstanding the 
unseasonableness of the hour, had given us a cup of 
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coffee before leaving the ^ip ; and seated (Hi matei, 
hovering the ejlevaled platform betweeri the two 
canoes, with our boat cloaks afbund us, in conversa- 
tion and befitting song,. we watched cheerily the ap- 
proach of day, as our light barkj'^rising and sinking, 
with the swell of the dark rollers breecking almost at 
our side, in masses of foam op the tava-bound shore — 
glided swiftly forward under the pressure of her sails. 

The sunrise views of Mouna Roa behind, and 
of Mouna Huararai before, with the uplands of 
the intervening coast, were highly colored and 
beautil^l — separate from the other inducements, 
worth the^aU to be enjoyed — and with the novelty of 
our conveyance, and the constantly changing scenes 
along a thickly inhabited shore, prevehted aU tedium 
on our way. * 

By ten o'clock we had arrived at our destination. 
The governor was still at Eearekekua, all the chiefe 
of the place had joined him there — Mr« Bishop and 
f^imily were at Oahu, and Mr. Thurston's esta- 
blishment some distance inland, so that our first call 
wi^3 at a storehouse and retail shop of Mr. French, 
in charge of a China-man. He received us kindly, 
and furnished us with refreshments of biscuit, pre- 
served ginger, and wine ; after partaking which, we 
directed our course in search of Mr. Thurston. Hav- 
^ heard, firom the natives, of our arrival, wcf soon 
met him, on bis way to guide and welcome us to his 
dwdling. He was always a fevorite associate of 
^mine, when residing at the Islands, and the meeting 
with himself and with Mrs. Thurston was both car- 
dial and affecting. Their lot is cast truly ^^ in 4> 
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dry w^tklrwtjf lMul,^wip Aras.dietaimetfBte looa- 
tion of thdfr raUmaey aad, indeed, of tli* irtde cf 
garim it TOgarted ; '4<Ml th^ 
«UBdkB{))7iiilheirirtaU]iA^^ aiftiilioiiglialtee, 
in thettddiii of tluNtandii iriuS arit wen^ bidy ]f«B- 
teidiiy, wenkisl in heRthmiBiii, ate cbeeifii^ Bnd 
mcioMSB:f\m^ le wfaicil they him. 

devoted their liven. 

Indieftvppait of the day we walked ^ogain into ' 
the town; vitited GoveriHNr Adamii' i!eeidofiGe-— 
an American hooee-Hif frames brought over and 
enctod here, well finidied, papered, and painted,;both 
without and Within, and fturnidied, in idl its looms, 
ahnoflt excluflively in the Eiuropean style. We aleo 
paend through the chapel — anunmenBe building; 
and, when completed four y^ars ago, the finest na- 
tive structure in the group. N^ar it, on one sde, with- 
in a small inclosure, is one object of deep and ten- 
der interst — the lowly grave of Mrs. Bishop, the 
companion of our voyage in the Thames, and our 
friend and assodate ; the first, of this mission, who 
has gone to her rest, and the. first whose body has 
taken possession of the grave, in pledge that, even firom 
these distant isles, there yet shall be, '^ a resurrec- 
tmtof thejust?^ 

After a hospitable repast, prepared by Mrs. Thurs- 
ton, we an — ^including herself and children — ^with 
natives to bear torches, descended into the cave 
of Ranakira, which c^ns on their grounds. Fcnr a 
description of this, however, I will refer you to Mr.« 
bibs' " Tour of Hawaii^ in which every object and 
scene of physical and historic interest in Uiis section 
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of the island, is noticed in a snnute, * aUe and inte- 
resting' manner. / 

Soon after reasceoding from the cavern, thankM 
for this interview fcnr a few hours, it became necessa- 
ry once more to interchange parting embraces ; and 
joining our native boat, we were safely returned to 
Kaaraioa in time to share in the usual evening en- 
tertainments of our kind hosts, Naihe and Eapiolani. 
The succeeding day was the Sabbath. Since the 
dep&xture of the Rev. Mr. Ely and family for Ameri- 
ca, on account of ill health, six months since, this 
station has been destitute of preaching regularly. 
Mr. Bingham and Mr. Andrews, who came passen- 
gers to this place with us from Lahaina, perfcNined the 
services of the day at this time. Our wcnrsbip on 
board ship was so arranged, that those of the officers 
who wished it, were at liberty, to be on shore, both in 
the morning and afternoon. 

The principal difference iu the appearance of the 
assemblage of islanders at this, and the other stations 
we had visited, was in the place of worship — a small 
grove of trees immediately in front of Naihe's house, 
paved with a natural bed of smooth lava. The cha- 
pel is entirely too small to accommodate the immense 
congregation that assemble from the opposite^side of 
the bay, and from along the coast many miles below. 
Not less than five thousand were supposed to be. dus* 
tered round the preacher and circle of chiefUtins in 
the centre of the grove — as qui^ orderly, and seem- 
ingly devout, though half at least of the number 
were seated in the q>en sun, as if each knew and 
felt that he was listening for eternity. 
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A more pleasing and imprassive scene can scarce 
be sketched, than that presented in the dijEft^nsioii of 
the audience at the dose of the aftomoon service. 
By &r the greats portion of the mtdtitudid had 
arrived by water ; and shortly after the'benedictioD 
had been pronounced, without a rude or noisy Woid 
or a single impropriety, unnumbered ^tioes were 
lanched from every point of the rocky shore, and, 
receiving their respective complement of passengeri, 
shoved cS upon the bosom of the bay fitted with 
bright and happy looks, and spread their white saib 
in a return to their respedWe abodes. The evening 
sun gleamed brightly, and to me joyously, upon the 
humble fleet ; and the whole sight, with its associa- 
tions of promise in reference to the ftitme and etanal 
destinies of this race, was so delightful, that I could 
not avoid counting the canoes as we rowed c^ to the 
ship ; and though many had already passed out of 
sight beyond the southern point, and many were yet 
unlanched, I numbered two hundred and ten, each 
containing from three to fifteen persons, many of 
whom were twelve and fourteen miles, and some 
even a greater distance, from their homes. 

Such is the interest and excitement on the subject 
of religion and of personal piety along the whcde 
coast, and over a good portion of the island, that Mr. 
and Mrs. Thurston assured me it was literally true, 
that they were denied the ordinary hours of sleep 
and eating, by the visits of persons demanding 
instruction in the way of salvation. Numb^B dail^ 
crowded their premises for this purpose, not only fiom 
their immediate neighbwhood, but from regions at a 
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distaiice — partie^traydiBg on foot many weary miks, 
and carrying their food^with them, to su^qply their 
wants while eacBunpeiix a few days, <x even fx a 
few hours, near the mission-hocise, their only busi- 
ness the monotonous inquiry, <' What shall we do 
to be saved ?^ 

We weire .to sail for Oaha again on Tuesilay 
morning before daylnreak, and Moiiday was busQy 
improved by us in visiting the various spots of inta:- 
est in the neighborhood connected with thl& voyage 
and death of Captain Cook-^'4iis encampment on 
the south side of the bay — ^the heiau, or temple, from 
which the fence was ti^en — the cocoanut trees still 
marked with the shot of the guns from his ships — 
and the monument of rough lava and inscription to 
his memory on the spot to wliich bis body was taken 
after the massacre, idft by Lord Bjrron in 1825. 
The king tooll a, party of us also— including Mr. 
Stribling, who is a great favorite with his majesty— 
in a double canoe to the village ofj Honaunau, four 
miles south of Kearakekua, di9tinguished as the 
location of the " House of the Oods " and '^ City of 
Refuge^^ so well described in Ellis' Tour oi Hawaii. 

In the afternoon all the chiefe, inclining the wife 
and* daughter of Crovemor Adapis— the . fcHrmer 
always styled Mrs. Adams by his excellency — Ka- 
makau, long distinguished 'for piety at Kaavaroa, 
&c. &c., were entertained on board ship. 

One of the most interesting of the party was a 
i«ll, venerable, fine-featured old lady, with benignant 
eicpression of countenance and head white as silver : 
she appeared to be eighty years of age, though pro- 
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-ye Imb^i^ notcK> old) and irap Ibe wife iivbir y^uA «f 

Umeaf Cool^ and the gneat . gin»Mitbfff> go. thejoa- 
terpfil ode, of the pnaeb Undec fli^'ioinnm- 

sf^Dcesy tli0 -sight of an iiidiv]4ual thw^aiwipilnd 
wkh the discoyeiy of the islaDdB and the 1^9 lof ;the 
kunemied navigator would. be inteiefltiiig.; . 1ml fecta 
conneoted with ber^reoeyii hi^toiy Tendered i^4mNy 
so: diehashvediBoC.cHaly toB^tha^iAtiodiioli^ 
the iie^igion of ealvaticm inJbnr/lQDg, VsiQl^^^ 
country, biit has- shaied^ as* is confidently bdla^^ 
richest bleesiDgB in. ,^ , > • '. 
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is a meinb^f of the dittrchi and has so applhtd henslf 
to the a(M]ui8ition of letters, as to^be aMe to ftafftibe 
word of Grod in her native language, and "daify to 
drink from its pure fountain of the waters dl Vernal 
life. 

We returned to the shore with the whole party in 
the evening, and reflected with sincere r^et, that We 
were for the last time enjoying the hospitality of the 
counsellor and his wife. Fireworks and rockets 
had been ordered to be exhibited from the ship ; and 
at the time appointed for them, Eapiolani, Captain 
Finch, Mr. Bingham, and myself, took seats on a 
* platform of stone at the sidc^ of the house next the 
bay. After the show had ceased, the Captain in 
preparation for his departure requested Mr. Bingham 
to express to Kapiolani the very great pleasure bis 
visit to her had afforded him, and to present his warm 
thanks for the hospitality and kindness he had 




. AUTOBIOQIUUPHT BT iCAPIOLANI. 

rka been entertained moiB cordially, or Mt himself 
more hi^py, than undto her^ roo£ 

She was unwilling t» hear even the firrtpartof the 
acknowledgment; but when the dosing sentiment 
was interpreted, her credulity beccone utterly shaken, 
and, linuting the force of his remark, she said, that 
he must mean, not since he 1^ America, but since 
he had been among the heathen people of Nukuhiva, 
andsuch as the inhabitants wexe at Tahiti, and at this 
group. Finding him, however, detea:lnined to adhere 
to the strength of the original expression, she relied to 
the whole in a pleasant manner by saying, that all 
the kindness, and all the &vor of the visit, had been 
to herself, tb the king and chie&, and to the whole 
nation-^that he might have had some gratification 
in the visit, but he could have had no happiness like 
theirs ; ^^far our happinessy — she exclaimed, dagp- 
ing her hands and pressing them to her bosom, as she 
lifted her eyes> glistening with tears tp him — " Our 
happiness is the joy of a captive just freed from 
his prison /" 

Mr. Bingham haviqg some writing to finiish before 
going off to the ship^ I remained with him aftei^ all 
the boats had left — Kapiolani having engaged to 
send us in a canoe, whenever we might wish to go 
on board. In the room which Mr. Bingham occu- ' 
pied, I perceived some manusci^t books in the native 
language, on , a table, and on inquiring what they 
were, was no little surprised to learn that it was an 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY of this cfaicf woman, intended 
to embrace the history of her own life and times ; 
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<■ and in which she has proceeded, alieaSjy, through 
several interesting and not unimportant chapters. 

It was nearly twelve o'clock before Mr^ Bingham 
was prepared to go to the ship. On entering the 
principal house again, we found the family at eve- 
ning prayers — ^presenting, in the strong light of the 
lamps on a centre table, an impressive arid deeply 
interesting spectacle, amidst the silence reigning on 
every side at the dead hour of night 

ISere again, the farewell I was called to take, was 
truly painfuL The paddlers of the canoe had been 
roused from their slumbers — other servants had 
Ughted numerous brilliant torches of the candle-nut, 
tied together in leaves, to accompany us to the water ; 
and I was about giving my parting salutation, when 
not only Naihe, but Kapidani also, said, '* Aohe mor 
Tie, aohe mane — makai f " No! not here^nothere — 
biU at the sea side f* and, throwing a mantle around 
her, attended by her husband, she accompanied us 
to the surf, where, after many a warm grasp of the 
hand, and a tearful blessing, she remained standing 
on a point of rock,in bold relief amid tfie glare of torch 
light around her, exclaiming again and again, as we 
shoved off, " Aloha Mita Tuata — cUoha Mita Tu- 

ata Vahine aJoha kekapena aloha karii /'* 

" Love to you Mr. Stewart — love to Mrs, Stewart 
— hve to the captain and love to the king /" while 
her handkerchief was waved in repetition of the ex- 
pression, long after her voice was lost in the dashing 
of the waters, and till her figure was blended, in 
the distance, with the group by which she was sur- 
rounded. 



r 



% 



NOTES OF THE KING AND MADAM BOKI. di7 



LETTER XXI. 

PRIVATE LETTER OF CAPTAIN FINCH TO THE KING. 

lA S. Sbip Vincennes. Port of HonololUi } 
November 31st, 18S9. ( 

After an unusually boisterous passage of two 
days from Kearakekua, we entered this harbor again 
on the morning of the 19th inst. 

When at sea off Hawaii one evening, Captain 
Fineh, on going into the cabin, found Madam Boki 
at the writing table, busily occupied with her pen ; 
while the king, at the same time, was dictating a 
letter to his private secretary. There was no other 
person in the cabin ; and it appeared, from the fol- 
lowing notes, that they were improving the opportu- 
nity, to express their gratitude for the pleasure of the 
voyage, soon to be brought to a close by our return 
to Oahu. I ftimish you with a translation of the 
notes of each. 

' U.S. Ship Vineennef, Novemberi laV. 

Affection for you all, the officers of this ship of 
war, and for you. Captain Pinch. 

Qreat, indeed, is my gratitude to you, for your ex- 
cellent attention in conducting us thus far. Very 
sincere, tdso, is my commendation of you all ; and 
<rf the well doing of your people toward us. 

Now on account of my affection for you, as you 
are about to return to your own country, while we 
shall abide in our own land, With grateM remem- 



248 IMTERPEBTATION OF 

brance of you all, I give this testimony of my bve 
to you, Captain Finch, and to the officers of this ship 
of war. My thoughts bless you. 

With sincerest love and joy, 

Kauikbaouli. 

Love to you all, our fellow-travellers on the ocean. 
You have kindly attended to us, on board your ship} 
until we have arrived at this part of our country. 
When you shall have restored us to our own places, 
then you will leave us entirely— we diall remain 
with the rezoembrance of our having traveled to- 
gether with you all, and our affection for you wfll be 
mingled widi sorrow. i 

LiLIHA. 

Liliha, "/li/Z/ed" — by no means misapplied, to 
judge from the appearance of her ladyship — you re- 
collect, is the original name of Madam Boki. Mr. 
Bingham, during the voyage, furnished Captain 
Finch with the interpretation of the names of all the 
chiefs, some of which I do not remember to have 
beard before. The most fanciful and most imposing 
are those of the king, princess, and ex-queen, Ke- 
kauruohe. 

KauikeaouU Uterally means, " To hang upon the 
deep blue sky ;" Nahienaena — the favorite appella- 
tion of the princess till the death of her mother — 
" The raging or inapproachable fires ;" and Ke- 
kauruohe, ^' The bamboo grove,^^ Eaahumanu, 
'' The feather mantle /' Naihe, " The spears r 
Hoapiri; " The inseparable friend^^ — from his at- 
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lai^hment and companionship with Tamehamdia 
the Great — and Kapiolani, '< The cdesHcU captive^ 
or ^^ Prisoner of Heaven^^ are already known to 
you. 

The note from the king received, in answer from 
Captain Finch, the following judicious and impor- 
tant, private letter of advice. 

TO KAUIKEAOULI, KINO OF THE HAWAIIAN 

ISLANDS. 

As I am about to depart from your islands, I feel 
it becoming on my part, (and due to you,) to state, 
that I shall quit you with fedings of increased inter- 
est for your prosperity and advancement, in all mat- 
ters of general and individual utility. And I avail 
myself of this occasion to make my acknowledg- 
ments for the hospitable reception which the Yin- 
cennes has enjoyed, at each of the places under your 
jurisdiction, where she has touched. 

I beg you to permit me to advert again to some 
topics, upon which I have aheady addressed you for- 
mally, and which I deem of essential consequence to 
yourself and people — I mean those as to the deser- 
tion and the subsequent secretion of mariners from 
their vessels. I recollect that you have, in a general 
way, told me that you would try and prevent such 
abuses. My object is, to suggest some means in aid 
of those you may have adopted on these points. 

It has been clearly shown to you already, and you 
are so, well convinced, that your own good is involved 
in these practices, that I need not recafHtulate the 
arguments thereon, which I have verbally used. 

22* 
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Bui I would suggest tp yoUf.iQ lieu of one of your 
regulatioQB on these eubjeots, that it will be found 
more eflfectual, in the recovery of deserters and fugi- 
tives, if you will forbid the receipt of rewards, as now 
aaked by your common people, on the ajquehfinsion 
of such persons ; and the assumption of the expenses 
by your governments, to be refunded to you alone, 
by the masters of vessels, on delivery of runawajrs. 

As the common pecqi^e are now, in the expectation 
of obtaining rewards for services in these cases, it is 
believed to be a practice with them to entice sailors 
ashore, and to secrete them for awhile, only to betray 
iheaai ultimatdy when remuneraticm is offered. 

A regulation forbidding^ also, your people, (under 
some penalty in money or [uxMiuce,) from harbmng. 
or sheltering and feeding sailors, straying idly in the 
country, for any time, without occasional obvious 
and useful employment, will also be beneficial 

I would further recommend to you to forbid mas- 
ters of vessels from discharging or permitting men to 
leave their vessels in ypur harbors. Should they per- 
sist in doing so, I would not allow supplies to be car- 
ried to them. If men are discharged, it ought to be 
with your knowledge and concurrence. I think 
masters of vessels will comply with your wishes in 
these respects, when distinctly communicated to 
them. 

All sick sailors, left on shore, should be taken care 
Af by the consuls, or owners, or agents of vessels to 

lich they belong ; and as soon as sufficiently reco- 

«:ed, ought to be returned to their respective vessels, 

sent by the consuls or agents, in other convey- 
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aQce8, to thmr eeteBal countries, or entered on board 
such vesrds as may want, or may acc^ their ser- 
vices. 

The regent, Kahumanu, (mce asked me, what a 
consolhad to do here? I will again answer, to t^ike 
care of our general shipping interest ; that he has 
his (Hrders from the government ; that his duties are 
cautiously defined ; and he ought not to be interfered 
with, except by appUcation or reference directly from 
yourself to the president 

In the enactment of all laws or regulations, I think 
it will foe for your benefit, and the good of all per- 
sons, if you will ask the advice and opinions of all 
the foreigners resident at the islands, in whom you 
have confidence. They will no doubt accord it. If 
they do not, then you should frame the best laws 
which your knowledge will enable you to do ; con- 
forming, as far as possible, to what has always been 
the common law or usages of the land ; and if, on 
trial, you find them unsuited or oppressive, alter them 
to suit circumstances. Laws of some kind are ne- 
cessary every where, particularly for your -exterior 
relations; the fewer, anJnChemcM'e simple, the better; 
and the sooner you set about making an attempt, the 
sooner, of course, you can perfect a system. Wise 
laws are the highest achievements of the huQian 
mind. 

In the letter, which I had the l^appiness to present 
to you on my first introduction, you have a distinct 
view of the feelings of my government towards you, 
and can easily comprehend the course of conduct on 
your part, which will be most acceptable to it ; and 
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you both. Such estaUishinents ace necessary in' a 
port like Honolulu, bat they ought to foe conducted 
by private individuals. In the direct gains arising 
from them, you should not participate — nor ought 
yx>u to frequent them. Yery few should be allowed 
— and on such as are permitted, a high revenue or * 
tax might be imposed ; by which .means its resources 
will be increased, and the burden, at present reining 
on the industrious, will be lightened. The opportu- 
nity which has been afforded me, of becoming per- 
sonally acquainted with you, (by your having been 
my guest on board ship for some time,) has, I am 
happy to say, conduced greatly to enlist my affections 
for your personal credit and welfare ; an^ your ad- , 
vancement in the acquisition of our language and 
letters persuades me to urge you to pursue English 
studies diligently. By a due division of your time 
between studies, business, and hecomiug [Measures, 
your life will be rendered delightful to yourself, and 
beneficial to those, who, by circumstances, are placed 
under your protection; and who must ultimately 
look up to you for example. You are yet young ; 
now is the period to lay the foundation in your cha- 
racter for extensive usefulness. Ere long, the cares 
of government must devolve on you alone. Kaahu- 
manu and your other friends are advanced in years, 
and must soon, in the course of nature, be taken 
ftom you. 

The geographical situation of your inheritance is 
so peculiarly £a.voraUe, that no one can foresee the 
d^ee of importance it is to attain ; eveiy year its 
additional consequence will be apparent to you: 
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tlMarefa^ I agam r^mit, aoqoim the Englidi lan- 
guage.' It wiB opeik. to you an tinlimitefl iSdd of 
knowledge; in the rq^ht use of which, yoa may 
feond a name moie imperishable and endtsiog than 
the idand9,of Ha^n^ ' I"will only add one other'W 
commdidatiany whidi is, the semMnnual or annual 
meeting of the great ehiefsi fi»r 4he leradoii of yoiff 
state aflhirs; alternately, fixr oenvenienoe saksi at 
Hcmolulu aiMl lahaina* 

All that I have said, you wiU, I think, leceivs in 
the ispirit of kindness, and as coming fiom your 
fiiend.' 

W. C. A FiiTCH. 

NoTonbev SI, low. 



LETTER XXII. 

JOINT LETTER OF THE MISSIONARIES TO CAPTAIN FlKCH, 

WITH HIS ANSWER. 

U. S. SUp Vinceime8|Port of Honolulu, > 
November SBd, 182ir. | 

To-morrow, the 23d inst., was appointed imme- 
diately on our return from the Windward Islands, 
for the departure of the Yincennes for the Chinese 
Seas ; and among other eridences of the approachiBg 
close of our visit here, is « correspondence which has 
just taken place between the missionaries and Cap- 
tain Finch. Of this I am permitted to furnish you 
with a copy. 
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1"0 C. B. W. FINCH, ESaUIRE, COBftMANOER OF U. S. 

SHIP VINCp:NNES. 

HawiUaii IriMdi, Not. 14fli, 1889 . 
VHx Sir : 

It was with no ordinary interest that we looked 
for the arrival of the Yincennes at these, but recaitly , 
heathen shores ; and it is with no common feeling 
that we now approach the period of the final departure 
of so welcome a visitor. 

The poUte and fiiendly attentions which you have 
generously shown to the members of our mission, 
during your visit at these islands, not only furnish 
us with an ample apology for the freedom we take in 
addressing you a line before your departure^ but ako 
require of us some united testimony of our gratitude 
for your kindness, and of the satis&ction which we 
have derived, both from the conmiunications you 
have borne from your government, and the happy 
course you have pursued in your intercourse with the 
rulers of the country. 

We have long been accustomed to take a very 
deep interest in whatever appears directly or indi- 
rectly to affect the welfare of die islanders. We have 
marked with fixed attention the influence of public 
vessels of various characters visiting the islands, and 
of public agents residing among the people. We 
hi^ve seen and wept over the evils that have prevailed 
in this dark and uninviting region ; and while tell- 
ing, as it were, in the sweat and dust of a field of 
battle, for which we exchanged a pleasant home, we 
have witnessed a laudable effort on the part of the 
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ndm to riae and fiee themBelvQBi our hearts ha? e 
been isade tp Meed afiedh, to iee thflm'mUed bjr ia- 
teieeted counsel, mjorad and i&Ad^ 
ontngei.andwiongfiiUy 4)po8ed and oppraHwL 

We JbAve rejoiced, too^ with them in every evid^puse 
of the improvemem of thw character and condition ; 
and in eveiy indifiatinn <^. theu fatuaa |«ofpc|tit]ri 
and always, bail with giadneM Iha voiceof frianddup 
and of- wbdaaooDHi couneeli erto fi^omftr foountriee. 
As such the communication fiiom thesecntaxy of the 
navy, whiqh youharehadthshanoctabevaadto 
comnuinicate to the kuig and diisCsi isto us peso- 
liady cheering. The. marhs of friendship' and wis- 
dom, which that intarjostang document bears, add the 
impprtaAce of its princi|daB, oonung as it does frqm 
the highest authodty of & great and friendly naljon, 
which the people are accustomed, to reqijpect, caAQOt 
fail to secure for it a kind reception, a studied re- 
gard, and a. grateful consideration from the young 
king and his more enlightened counBellors. It 
would not be strange should it mark one of the 
ha[^iest eras in the history of this rising nation, how- 
ever boldly it may be said by some, that the people 
are not yet prepared for such high toned advice ; and 
by others, that some other channel would have been 
preferable. 

Are not the people, indeed, prepared for such ex- 
pressions of friendship and good will as the president 
has been pleased to make to them? Are they not 
furepared to have their just . rights acknowledged by 
so high a power as America? Are. not the rulers 
here prepared to be encouraged to adopt salutary re- 
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gulation for the promotion of order, justice, and 
peace, in their own undisputed territories? we 
admit, lor a moment^ that they are not yet prepared 
to act with decision and discretion on all the points 
recommended for their consideration, what better 
means could have been devised, than that communi* 
cation from our government to raise them to the 
very condition to which that letter su{^x)ee6 them to 
have advanced? But we have good reason to be- 
lieve that they are prepared for just such high toned 
advice ; such professions of friendship ; such acknow* 
ledgments of rights ; such congratulations for the 
rising prosperity of the people ; and such just reprc^ 
hensions of every wanton abuse of their rights, <»- 
violation of law and jui^ice by foreign residents, as 
that well advised lettercontains. We therefore heartily 
rejoice that the young king and hier counsellors have, 
from so high and respectable a source, received euch 
encouragement to take the dignified stand they ought 
to take, and which they are able to take, among 
nations ; such encouragement to go forward in pro- 
moting learning and virtue, giving protecdon and^ 
aid to ev^ry lawful and laudable pursuit, and of be- 
coming in fact what rulers ought to be, '' a terror to 
evil doers^ and a praise to them that do weUP 

If, then, the rulers of the people follow (as we hope 
they will) the important suggestions from the govern* 
ment of the United States, and adhere to the spirit of 
that communication, who iti all the world will have 
a ftce to complain ? 

Vol. n. 23 



888 JOIKT LSTTlJt DIF 

Thai important document, 00 wdl devised^ 
poctundy delivered, rohai^ysapported by the kind 
and ccNirteous attentiims of yooiself and your offioei% 
and the jndiiHous conned you have been pleased le? 
peatedly to give the king and chie% both in vmting 
and in vbiioibsi conversations, will, we feel assured, 
prove in-a high degree salutary, and tend greatly to 
encourage them to pursue a more ccnrect and digni- 
fied couti^ in the management ci their afibirs ; in* 
spire them with a higher respect for themselves, (a 
grand prindple of honorable conduct) ; shield them 
from wanton abuse ; secure proteetion for lawftil 
trade ; inoiease the confidence^of the people as tq the 
value of civilizaticm and Christianity, and proportion* 
ably their attachment to those who have taken up 
their residence among them, and are wearing out 
their Uves, to teach them letters and '^ the religion of 
the Christian's bible," and to' lead them to the enjoy- 
ments of civilized life and society, and all tlie bless- 
ings of salvation. 

It will be atnong the most precious recollections in 
your review of life, should you find that the visit of 
the Yincennes to the Island of Hawaii, had materially 
contributed U) these objects. 

Whether any thing has been gained, in reference 
to the improvement of the people during the ten years 
since our mission was sent forth, you, sir, who have 
now visited four of our stations on the three principal 
islands of the group, are able to judge. 

That you may have some means of forming a 
correct p[Hnion, besides your own observations in a 
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.ances, been eubstituted for the suiT-board, the 

, and the hula (native dance) ; domestic peace 

lamily broils ; order for confusion ; and deceiLt 

ng I f foreign manufacture, for loathsome filth 

ina dncss. But your own observations, after 

L Wiu 1 the most satisfactory to yourself and your 
.ds ; and we hope you may yet have another op- 

nunity to renew liiem, uivJer still more favorable 
i^u'cunistances. 

Before we take our leave of you, sir, we must ]xg 
the favor, thai on your return to our happy country, 
whose honor and nrosge are still dear to our 
hearts, you wiU m to the government the 

high sense of obhgation „b we feel, for the very 
friendly and favorable notice which it has been 
please to take of us as American citizens, and of the 
objects for which we left the land of exalted privi- 
leges wbicb gave us birtb. 

To the officers of tbe Vincennes, whom we have 
had the happiness to know, and ,from whom we have 
received many kind civilities and acceptable fav<«s, 
you will allow u^ to tender, through you, our gratefiil 
acknowledgments. 

To yourself, dear ea, we present our cordial 
salutations, with the assurance, that we shall tong 
cherish with gratitude the recoUectipn of your intH' 
eating visit, your studied and persevering kiadnese, 
and attention to us, in our hunaUe and toilsome 
station. 

Wishing you all prosperity abd happiness in thia 
world, and the blessings of that eternal Ufe, lor which 
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we hope, in the world to come, we bid you farewell ; 
and subscribe ourselves, 

With highest esteem, 
Very aflfectionateiy, 
Yours, 

. H. Bingham, 
Wm. Richards, 
(Signed) Lorrin Andrews, 

Artemas Bishop^ 
Epheaim W. Clark, 
. Stephen Shephard. 

P. S. Dear Sir : I feel no hesitancy in assuring 
you that the members of the mission who are ab- 
sent would, if present, gladly subscribe the above : 
you will allow me, therefore, to repeat my own salu- 
tations and the salutations of the joint subscribers, in 
the name of our association, viz. 

A. Thurston, 
J. Goodrich, 
J. S. Green, ^ 

L. Chamberlain, 

G. P. JUDD, 
S. RUOOLES, 

P. J. GuLic, 
S. Whitney. 
I am, dear sir, with the warm feelings of gratitude 
and personal regard. 

Your friend, 
(Signed) H. Binoham. 
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U. 8. Ship VinciiVMi^ Honoida, N«?. AM, lam 
G«Btl«iieii, 

Your agreeable letter, daiad on^the 14th inst^ 
was placed in my hands yeMerday. Its interesting 
.character deserves, but pressing aniuigein^ts, pre- 
paratory to my departuwin. the morning, preclude, 
so full an aneweir as I could desire. 

I rely updn my deportjment towards you all, as the 
bestevidence I can give^ <^my respect for your pur- 
suits; and I foel safe in saying, ako, that whatever 
kindness you may have received from th^ officers, is 
the effect of Iheil: own high sense of propi^y and 
your merits. I will^ at your request, make-the^m ac- 
quainted with the tenor of your commimication ; and 
probably may submit it to their perusal ; and I shuH 
feel happy in being the organ of conveying the sense 
of obligation which you profess to owe my govern- 
ment. 

For your individual happiness, gentlemen, and 
the comfort, security, and well doing of your families, 
accept my very earnest and fiiendly wishes. 

I am, respectfiiUy, * 

Yours, (fcc, (fcc, (fcc, 

W. C. B. Finch. 
The Rev. Messrs. Bingham, 

" RicuarDs, 

" Bishop, <fcc., &c. 






DBPAKT1XBE VROMc OAHIT. 363 



» 



JITTER XXm. • 

BKPAEtUEK FROM OAH17, ANO LETTSR Of THS XIHO Tp THS 
PBISIDSHT OF TBB VRITID BTATli. . 

\ 
I 

XJ. S. Ship Vlneennet at sea, ) 
Noyember 940), 1819. ( 

At the request of the king, who wished to write a 
letter by Captain Finch to the President, the Yincen- 
nes remained at Honolulu, one day longer than the 
time originally fixed tor saiUng. This morning, how- 
ever, immediately after breakfast, we left the harbor 
and remained outside the reef, till his majesty's com- 
munication should be sent off. 

At twelve o'clock, the boat of the private secreta- 
ry was reported alongside ; and, as soon as he had 
delivered the dispatches, we filled away with a salute, 
before so fresh a breeze, that as the evming just 
now closed round us, the faintest outUne of Oahu be- 
hind, and of Tauai, forty or fifty miles on our right, 
could scarcely be discerned in the haze of the dis- 
tance. 

Thus, my dear H , I have a second time bidden 

a supposed final adieu to the Sandwich Islands : but 
now, through the kindness of God, under auspices 
far more happy than on the previous occasion. 
Then every imagination of the future, equally with 
every remembrance of the past, was shrouded in 
gloom ; and fearful apprehensions of sorrows just at 
hand, whose depth can only be told by those who 
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have exfrnoMcoi ibem, gmn dodble poignanqf to 
thouglitfl, and fediiigB of doep tateiest and &ertioii 
fingmng oathingBi andsoenaBi and fiiendi faebiiid. 
But now, while waim knnQ fiv muty a jotdy cnd^^ 
object, and the IhdKBt intanet m the gknooi wodc 
of bkaring and ndvation tfaeie tanmyhant^ 
log, fillei my q^es with tean^ and my heut widi 
prayer, as the beautifid idand leoeded rapidly fipom 
oar gaae^ |io exiBtiiig diGonurtanoes doiied nieaftn 
paiticipation in the bc^[faft looka and joyous antk^ 
tionsof my oonqpanknis, wl|o fidt, that after an ab- 
sence of inoM than throe yeats, their fiioes were iiow 
fidly "set, towards all most dear ii| country, fimOy, 
and fiiends ; and a3 we crowded sail iqion ally till we 
eThihited a nnwmtain of oanvass, widdy beltying to 
the wind, the langnage of every heart and every eye^ 
from the tpiarter deck td the finrecaBtle, was 

"Home, Bi^ieet, sweet home P 

On opening the packet of the king^ the Mowing 
translation of the docun!ient addressed by him to the 
president was found. Both the (nriginal and trans- 
laticm are in his owithandwriting. 

TO TtiE PBESlDEirr OF T^£ UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA. 

Uand of Hawmii, Norenber SM, 18S9. 

* Best ntSdcAm to you, the chirf magistrate of 
MfictL This is my sentiment for you ; I hare joy 
I gratitude towards you on account of your Idiui 
jfjgaid Jbr me. I now know the excellence of your 
communicating to me that which is right and true 
I approve with admiration the justness and jbultless- 
"^esB of your word. 
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I now: believe that your thoughteand ouivare alike, 
both Uioee countries and these countries, and all large 
countries. We are the children-^-the little islands far 
off in this tropical climate. 

We have recently had an interview with Captain 
Finch, with joyfutness and with sentiments of kind- 
ness and pleasure towards him; I do now hope there 
Will be a perfect agreement between you and us — as 
to the rights and duties of both of our goverments, 
that the peace now subsisting between us m^j be 
perpetual, that the seat of our prosperity may be 
broad, and our union of heart in things that are right 
such, that the highways of the ocean may not di- 
verge, because there is a oneness of sentiment in our 
hearts, with those distant countries, these islands, and 
all lands. 

May our abiding by justice triumphantly prevail, 
that all who come hither may be conect in deport- 
ment, and all who go thither from this country. 

This is my desire, that you and we may be of 
the same mind. Such, too, is my hope that we may 
pursue the same course, that we may flourish) and 
that true prosperity may rest perpetually on all the 
nations of the wQrld,in which we dwell. 

Look ye on us with charity ; wo have formerly 
been extremely dark-minded, and ignorant of the 
usages of enl^htened countries. You are the source 
of intelligence and light This is the origin of our 
minds bein^ a little enlightened^the arrival here of 
of the word of God. This is the foundation^ of a 
little mental improvement which we have recently 
made, that we come to know a little of what is right, 
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and of the cusUnns of civilized iiati(»i8* On this 
account do we greatly rejoice at the present time. < 
> I give yoa thanks, too, £«: your bestowing kindly 
on me the globes and the map of your oHmtry, to 
be a means of mental improvement for me, ,iuid also 
lor your other presents to my Mends, who rejoice with 
me in the reception of the &iv<;aiB which you have 
granted them. 

Long life to you in this world, and lasting blessed- 
ness to you and us in the world to come. 
(Signed) Kauikeaouli Tame^ameha IIL 



LETTER XXIV. 

RETROSPECTIVE VIEW OF THE VISIT AT THE SAMDWK€H 

ISLANDS, BY CAPTAIN FINCH. 

U. S. Ship Vincennes, at seOf ) 
November 30th, 1829. S 

Early after the arrival of our ship at Oahu, it be- 
came evident, that the policy and course of conduct 
pursued by Captian Finch was any thing but agreea- 
ble, to a majority of the foreign residents. Even be- 
fore its public delivery, the letter of the secretary of 
4he navy, addressed by the authority of the president 
to the king, was denounced by those made acquainted 
with its contents, as " a most pernicious docu- 
ment J^ And it was soon intimated, that a remon- 
strance of the principal American citizens, in reference 
to it, would be returned to the government, through 
the secratary of state, by the Yincennes. 
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Such a document is on board. ^ I have not seen it : 
but common report made me acquainted with its 
character, before leaving Honolulu. It consists of a 
protest, against the channel through which the pre- 
sident thought proper to communicate with the king 
-r-the secretary of the navy, rather than the secreta- 
ry of state ; of a denial of any right in the secretary 
to inform his majesty, that the religion of the 
"Christian's Bible" is the true rfeligion; or to 
recommend the mis;$ionsuies as American citizens to 
his kindness and protection; of a declaration, that 
any chargo of ill-conduct, in any American citizen 
at the islands, is false; in an avowal, that, even 
if such were not the case, the government of the 
United States have no cognisance of offences, com- 
mitted by.its citizens beyond the limits of its jurisdic- 
tion ; and in a remonstrance against the propriety 
of introducing my name in a govermental paper ! 

I am spared the necessity^, however, my dear H , 

not only of any comments of my own on this sub- 
ject, but, also, of any summary remarks on the state 
of the mission and of the island, by a " Retrospective 
View" of our visit, written by Captain Finch, with 
a copy of whiph I am furnished. Any one ^ac- 
quainted with the intelligence and acuteness of ob- 
servation which characterizes bis mind, with the 
candor of his jud^ent, and the int^ity'of hici 
principles, will at once accord an a^qptoval to the just- 
ness of his strictures and the correctness of his views ; 
and| with this article, I cheerfully close my aceoi^it of 
the present condition of the Sandwich Islands. 



S68 JlXTEOfiPBGTIVE YUW 



A RETROSPECTIVE VIEW OF THE VISIT TO THE 
SANDWICH, OR HAWAIIAN ISLANB0. 

After an absence of nearly three year? fiom, 
home, on service upon the western coasts of South 
America, I felt las if on the certain eve of returning 
thither, as did the ship's company, whose terms oi 
engagement had expired.^ The orders to proceed on 
an extended cruise were therefore unexpected and 
most unwelcome. In addition to disappointed hopes, 
I was Uttle prepared, and far fiom being desirous of 
visiting islanders whose moral character was under* 
going change, and whose primitive traits were foist 
disappearing ; whether for the better was a problem 
which I supposed a cursory glance and short survey 
would not enable me to determine. Again, I felt a 
reluctance to be placed in circumstances which I 
foresaw might involve me, as a party, in the various 
conflicting accounts which had been given to my 
government and the public in regard to these people, 
and was afraid that irregularities amongst our trading 
or whaling vessels, and collision with the natives, 
might invite my interference, which, if exerted, yet 
|NN)bably v^uld fall short of the exigencies of the de- 
mands. Added to these considerations, I had heard 

1 A portion of the crew returned in the frigate Brandywine^ the 
reeidue re-entered for a twelyemontb, and the deficiency was made 
np by \-olunteers from the frigate. 
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of the hostility which was entertained by almost all 
foreigners resident at those places, where teachers of 
the gospel, or missionaries, had established them* 
selves. I promised myself, on the whole, neith6r< 
gratification nor usefulness, and therefore undertook 
the voyage with real regret ; but now that it is gotten 
through with, I feel relieved, and look back rather 
with surprise that I engaged in it with apathy, or 
that I anticipated diflSculties and a distaste which I 
have not, to the extent apprehended, realized. 

My visit has been performed without any occur- 
rence other than of a pleasurable kind attending it : 
my interposition when called for has been mildly 
exercised, and availing — the objects of our govern- 
ment, I hope, ansv/ered — and the good effects, I fear 
not, will be understood by any commander who may, 
hereafter, perform the like routine of duty. My 
reports collectively to the government will exhibit 
what I have done, as well as furnish my opinion on 
many points, and show the unavoidable (and sup- 
posed) defectiveness of the orders and laws under 
which I had to act. These are lucidly pointed out by 
my predecessor, Captain Jones of the Peacock. 

The very advanced stage of the people of' the 
Sandwich Islands in the points involving civilization, 
religion, and learning, is so weU established, so ge^ 
nerally known and admitted, that I forbore to give 
statements of them equally minute with those I had 
made respecting Nukuhiva, Tahiti, and R^tea* 
Their civilities, letters of correspondence, and trans- 
action of business with me, place them in a just 

Vol. n. 24 
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light, and will enable our government to appreciate 
and judge them properly without my saying a word 
in their &vor, beyond the simple declaration that 
they are much in advance of the Society Islandenr, 
cheeringly and agreeably enlightened, acquainted 
limitedly with their own interests, capable of extend- 
ing them, and sensible of the value of character as a 
nation. Their indolence of habit and amiability of 
disposition mislead the judgment of persons who deny 
their pretensions to intelligence and capacity for self- 
management or government; the first being over- 
come, and their knowledge fuUy aroused to the 
advantages which their locality affords, the latter 
objection will manifest itself to be erroneous. To aid 
in every way ( to elevate and instruct them, and 
increase their self-pride and confidence, ought to be 
a source of pleasure, as well as the policy of those 
foreigners who are amongst them ; but such I am 
satisfied is neither the design nor practice of those 
persons : they pursue, on the contrary, a short- 
sighted course, watchful of their own immediate gains 
or advantages, apparently regardless and thoughtless 
of those who are to succeed them, and whose security, 
comfort, and prosperity, may be increased or dimi- 
nished by the judicious or unwise plans they at pre- 
sent or may hereafter adopt. The gentlemen now 
at the Sandwich Islands forget that the natives are 
not the same naked, uninstructed creatures which 
they were when they first went among them, and in 
this forgetfulness, intentional or not it is immaterial, 
treat them almost precisely as they did formerly, and 
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contemn their pretensions to knowledge and improved 
condition.' Human nature cannot nor will the chiefa 
much longer bear or tolerate such arrogance and 
injustice.' The more the respectability and impcnrt- 
ance of the chiefs and people are increased by volun- 
tary and generous attentions from foreigners, the 
greater will be the security insured to themselves. 
Why will they continue to enjoy the hospitality of 
the natives, contract engagements to large amounts 
with them, with full reUance upon their integrity! 
and yet treat them in a contumelious manner or with 
indifference : such is nevertheless the inconsistency 
I observed. 

I am at a loss to decide wherein the foreign re- 
sidents have just cause to complain of or to contemn 
the government of the Sandwich Islands ; they affect 
to believe that all its measures are dictated by the 
missionaries. I really do not think so : they doubt- 
less in their station as teachers have influence ; but 
I rather believe it is confined as closely as is practica- 
ble or possible to that relation and no other : unlees 
it was perceived by them, that the government was 
about committing an act of indiscretion or groBB 
blunder^ I doubt if their voice would be heard. It is 
a most lamentable fact, that the dislike of the mis- 

(2) Prohabl J exception may be fairly made to some peraons of the 
class of foreigners. 

(3) If personal profits in a sphere for general competition orop%- 
rations are to be regarded as exclusive objects, then probably the 
original condition of the natives was more fitvorable formerly than 
now : I hope thai I shall not be viewed as disposed to trammd 
laudable commercial eikterprize. 
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all rightfli tbm own invitatipiuif the miaBioiiaries 
and fiunilies are also probably mofe than twice as nu- 
merous as the mercantile daas. ,11 not satisfied let 
merchants withdraw themsehres ; .refireshments, &c 
can still be had without their agency, as heretofore by 
the masters of such Ted&els as may frequent the 
islands. I would ask if our countrymen arrogate 
any thing to themselves other than what the laws 
allow at Hayti? Do they ever openly reflect upon 
that goveriunent ? Why will they act differently, re- 
quire or expect more. at the Hawaiian Islands? 

So great was the friendship and correctness of de- 
portment of the chief islanders, that I could scarcely 
suppose myself to be among a people once and so 
recently heathen. Variance of language and com- 
plexion alone reminded me of it. These views 
may very widely vary from the opinions of those 
who have preceded me only a year or two ; I can 
well believe that we do not keep pace (by means of 
our intercourse) with their improvements. Intervals 
of three years make wonderfurchanges, and for the 
better; careful and recorded observations only will 
assure us of the reality of them. The present king, 
as he advances in years will, I feel pretty well per- 
suaded, be a blessing to his people ; his usefulness 
will, however, depend in a great measure, upon the 
choice which he may make in a companion of his 
power and the cares inseparable : a doubt and difficul- 

(5) It has been remarked to me that Christianity was established, 
or rather idolatry subverted, before the arrival of missionaries — 
jpranted : haa not the arrival of these persons confirmed these mea- 
tfures, and ftrengthsned the natives Jai their previous convictions. 
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ty rests upon this hitere^ting point, which cannot too 
early be removed. 

By the diffusion of knowlddge among the island- 
ers at large, I can reacUiy suppose that the influence 
of the resident whites, and the abject and slavish 
adulation and distinction heretofore paid to them 
have been diminished in some degree :® will not this 
circumstance, to a limited extent, serve to explain the 
sourness and bitterness which the whites cherish, and, 
on many occasions, display towards the chiefs as well 
as the missipnaiies ? Suppose that undue power is 
exercised by either residents, merchants or missiona- 
ries, over the government of the Sandwich Islands ; 
from which source will either the greatest good or 
least evil ensue ? I certainly think from the mis- 
sionaries. 

It is seriously to be regretted that the missionary 
society, or some liberal minded and generous gentle- 
men of wealth, does not establish and maintain at 
the Sandwich Islands, on an adequate salary, a per- 
son of independence of character, and suitable attain- 
ments, separate from clerical avocations, merely as an 
adviser of the chiefe, on the principles of government, 
jurisprudence, &c. &C.,''' or, if cur government would 

(6) Alike consequence will eventually ensue to the chiefs, though 
I think their positions and prerogatives will never be infringed. 

(7) It would be beneficial also if the means of subsistence for 
missionaries were augmented ; which when done will enable them 
both as to personal and in general respects to appear to more ad- 
vantage (than they can at present) without any departure from pro- 
per sanctity of character. They ought, if possible, to be rendered 
entirely independent of the natives, or government, until both be- 
come more fiilly t^isible of the value of the time, study and atten- 
tion which, as teachers, they bestow in their incalcukbly important 
functions. 
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m 

in the saddling a religion on '^ ignorant and unsus* 
pecting" islanders ; unmindful of letters of tbanks 
previously tendered to me for services affecting their 
pockets ! 

Is it not meant by establishing a consulate, that it 
shall receive the control over our citizens within its 
reach, v^rhich the government of the United States 
indisputably would exercise, if these citizens had re- 
mained at home. A public functionary openly declares 
and insists that his own government has no control 
over acts committed at the Sandwich Islands ! Can 
our laws have been framed so blindly, or is this con- 
struction to be ascribed to the desires or sinister coun- 
sels of others ? The signers' " powerful reasons" fi)r 
fearing for their " lives and property" are not set forth, 
and therefore, I think, can only be creatures of their 
own minds, unaided by facts j^ the letter I conceive puts 
no more power into the hands of the natives than 
belongs to them, or than they always wielded 5 there' 
can be no good reasons of objection to a letter com- 
ing from the head of any department, if the presi- 
dent chooses to give such direction to it. I cannot 
perceive that the letter advocates any particular sect 
in jdi^n ; nor are the petitioners required or called 
upon to recognize or follow the religion of the island- 
ers now, more than they were, when idolatry existed. 
In the nature of things, it is impossible that the pe- 
titioners can assume a responsibility for the acts or 
conduct of all citizens who have visited the islands, 
or that they can undertake to establish the position 

(9) I^ aathey saj, the chiefii have been made foUy ^ ^ndersiand 
the letter^ theu it follows that security must result to every l^^dJ* 
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that there never has been violations of the- laws, or 
interference with the government of the islands.^^ 
Surely the right on the part of our government to 
inquire into the conduct of its own citizens, sojourn- 
ing temporally abroad, was never until now contested ; 
and as to the propriety of the governmental letter ad- 
verting to the appointment of Mr. Stewart, I humUy 
conceive that the government was quite as weU quali- 
fied to judge, as the petitioners or protestors. 

Lest any thing which I have said may be con- 
strued as unduly favoring the missionaries, I take 
this occasion to remark that I am not of their partic- 
ular church, but am a Protestant Episcopedian ; so 
that I am under no bias on that score.^^ 

I have in my reports expressed an interest for Nu- 
kuhiva, and given it a decided preference in point of 
locality over the Society Islands. I am confirmed in 
this predilection ; and more than ever convinced that it 
is a most eligible place for our commerce, and that it 
will become, and deserves to be, the rival of Oahu. The 
natural tact and vivacity of the Nukuhivans are more 
remarkable, and superior to that of the Sandwich 
Islanders. The situation of the former, unless com- 
munication is had eventually over the isthmus, is 
far better than that of these people, for the advantages 
of trade by way of Cape Horn ; and I earnestly 
hope, that the present inviting and propitious mo- 
ment will be embraced to confer benefits on the 

(10) Probably these matters come not within the scope of the gen- 
tlemen's notice, or were not thought of before. 

(11) There can be no doubt that an American interest and infla- 
«iiee is insensibly produced by benefits derived from the misBioiia- 
lies as American ciliaenfl. 
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Nukuhivans, and secure commercial advantages to 
ourselves. 

The novel and informal way in which property in 
vessels is transferred at Oahu, from one individual 
to another individual, each of different nations, and 
the license and latitude under which they navigate, 
deserve to be looked to. Those which go to the 
coast of Mexico and Northwest Coast, complain of 
the treatment by the authorities — I cannot say how 
justly ; but suspect there is, in this, as in almost all 
other cases, two sides to the same story. I rather 
think that some of the island commerce carried on 
by foreigners, if met with at sea by a regular cruiser, 
would prove a fair prize, by reason of a want of, or im- 
perfect papers, (fcc. It is quite common to see vessels 
at the Sandwich Islands, without names on their 
sterns, with altered names, every medley of crew, and 
other circumstances unusual elsewhere. 

The various complaints which were made to me 
at Oahu, induce me to suppose that great irregu- 
larities often prevail in the prosecution of this distant 
commerce ; the severities which are sometimes prac- 
tised towards crews is doubtless illegal — more harsh 
'than in the navy, and in most instances inconside- 
rate ; but on the other hand, the ill temper and reck- 
lessness of character which is often manifested by 
the sailors, unquestionably call for coercion and re- 
straints of some nature ; how these can be wisely 
delegated is the desirable point. The ambiguity and 
evasion used in shipping crews are the chief evils to 
be removed. This is the incipient stage of all the 
dissentions and difficulties which ultimately arise, 



I '^ 



>l ■ 

V; 






PASSAGE TO CANTON Ain> MANILA. 



r«. jj^ «» 



•' 
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LETTER I. 

INCIDENTS AT SEA. 

U. S. ship Yincennes, at sea, ) 
Dec. 11th, 1829. S 

The first incident, dear H , worthy of notice 

since we left the Sandwich Islands, is one of sad- 
ness and of death. The most youthful and most 
healthful of our quarter-masters expired in great 
agony this morning, after a few hours only of serious 
illness. 

The sudden death of such men is always accom- 
panied to me with a shock from which I cannot at 
once recover. Sinful, and confident of life, they 
entertain no fear or thought of death, till they find 
themselves in his terrific and paralyzing grasp ! — 
eveiy power withers at his touch ; the body sinks into^ 
helplessness and decay, while the spirit — ah! the 
immortal spirit, ascends to God only to hear, if his 
Word be true, the awful sentence of justice and holi- 
ness proceeding from his throne, against every guilty 
and impenitent sinner — " Depart from me, ye ac- 
cursed .'" In view of such a destiny, well may we 
exclaim, " O, that men were wise, that they under- 
stood this, that they would consider their latter end !" 
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«g{teiid their ^companioiiBhip and aflbctkni. The 
pritt^Ies, habitB, geneioiiB feeKngs^ and pioin dispo* 
ndon of siicb meD,niitte eflectuallyfeeciire the warmth 
of my heart than the highest attamments of mmd, 
fiisdnatbn of manners, and attraction of rank, where 
they are not to be found. I delight to show and 
prove myself the friend of such : and new interest is 
given <& our homeward voyage by the discovery, that 
there is at least one on board, beyond my immediate 
mess-table, who is disposed to cultivate my friendsh^) 
in connection with the spirit and immediate duties 
of nqr office. 

As tb the crew in general, I have never been 
brought in contact with any set of men apparently 
80 hopdess in morab, and so beyond die influence of 
every good impression. A small portion of th^n only 
were shipped in the United States. The rest have 
been gathered principally from the South Am^can 
coast — ^wanderers upon the eai'th, without a country 
or a home. I have long felt great discouragement, 
as to any decisive benefit to them firom the discharge 
of the services of my staUon, still I shall be enabled, 
on this point, I trust, to act upon the principle, that, 

" Our doubts are traitors, 
And often make us lose the goodj we else mig-ht win^ 
By fearing to attempt." , 
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LETTER II. 

ARRIVAL IN THE CHINBSB BSA. 

U. S. Ship ViBcennei, at sea, 9 
Dec. 30Ui, 1839. ( 

The early part of our voyage from Oahu was 
most uninteresting, characterized chiefly by light and 
variable winds, an excess of heat, and slow progress; 
and, but for the blandness and serenity of nightd, 
bright 

" With stars unntimbered, 
And a moon exceeding beautiful 

and the irresistibly soothing associations connected 
with their loveliness, both on land and at sea, we 
should all have become a prey to ennui and the mal 
du pays. 

. On the evening of the 24th, however, we were re- 
lieved from the listlessness of the preceding month, 
by the sudden rising of a storm, which came raging 
upon us, just before night, with the fury of a tentp^st. 
In less than an hour, in place of a clear, blue sky, 
and a dead calm, a scud, " thick and palpable,^ 
almost as the darkness of Egypt, was rushing over 
us before a driving wind. A streak of lurid and un- 
natural light along the western horizon was alone to 
be seen ; while the sky was every where filled with 
wild and ragged clouds, moving swiftly in various 
directions, portending some fearful exhibitioa of their 
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vioksnce. The sea, too, suddenly rose high; foaoh 
ing,. and roaring, and dashing on board our ship, 
as she plunged and rolled in its irregular and broken 
swells. Add to this the bustle of two hundred men, 
in preparation for the worst that might come ; the 
rushing of the wind through the masts and rig- 
ging ; the bawling of the brazen-mouthed trumpet ; 
the answers and calls from aloft, coming fedntly 
and indistinctly on the ear, as those uttering them 
were swept widely and swiftly through the air, in 
the uneasiness of the vessel tinder the pressure of the. 
Mast ; the flapping and cracking of the sails in reef- 
ing; the flying of hats and handk^rchiefe ovw- 
board, and you will have a total' of circumstances 
as appropriate to a Christmas-eve at sea, as the snow 
storm, keen temperature, and blustering north-west 
wind are to the same season in Otsego. But, ah ! 
for us there was no blazing hearth nor cheerful fire- 
side ; no closely curtained parlor nor happy family 
circle to join, after having gazed on the sublimity 
and wildness without, till dripping with the peltings 
of the storm — but a w^et and gloomy ship ; a gun- 
room, with groaning timbers and bulk-heads, and 
light| flickering in the wind, till their highest service 
was to make darkless visible ; chairs, tables, boxes, 
and books, fetching away and driving across the 
deck at every roll, with an occasional crash and jin- 
gle in the steward's pantry, as if all his bottles and 
crockery had gone en masse ; and last, though not 
least, an uncomfortable berth, in which it was im- 
possible to lie still enough to sleep, but to which it 
was necessary to cling till morning, while every 
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wave, sweeping in its fury abng the ship's side, 
muttered its threat so closely and so loudly in the 
ear, that if from weariness one should fall into a doze, 
he could scarce fail of being roused from it the next 
moment, by dreaming of being drowned. 

Such was the night, and such the morning ; and 
ever since we have had a continuance of weather in 
some degree similar. 

On the evening of the 19th inst. we passed the 
most northern of the Ladrone Islands, between 
Pagonand Agrigan, at a distance of fifteen or twenty 
miles. Both lofty islands, the last so much so as fre- 
quently to be seen at a distance of sixty miles. It was 
near night when we descried them, and nothing but 
a dim outline was to be seen against the sky. 

Yesterday morning we left another landmark, in 
the northern Bashee Islands, behind us. These are 
considered one of the barriers of the "Mer la 
Grande,'^^ as the French very properly style the 
Pacific, and one of the portals of the " Celestial 
EmpirCj^^ a principal city of which we expect soon 
to visit. Five of the cluster were in sight at break- 
fast time; insulated rocks, uninhabited and unco- 
vered, except on the highest points, by a little grass 
and moss ; and as we passed them, and thus entered 
the Chinese Sea, many of the gentlemen on the 
quarter-deck bade kind adios in Spanish to the 
Pacific, on whose waters they had for three years 
been floating — to which I added an aroha ino, as 
the band gave us " Auld lang Syne." 
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to death upon the deck— an impression confir itied, on 
hastening up, by seeing streams of blood imme- 
diately under the main yard. It was a relief, there- 
fore, to learn the truth, melancholy as it is; for 
there is hope for the poor fellow in this case, while 
there could have been none in the other. It was 
necessary to amputate the limb still higher than 
the spot at which it had already been severed, and 
the surgeon feels much anxiety as to the result. 

The weather continued to be more and more bois- 
terous, till we were again well nigh in a tempest ; 
and for a few moments before day-break this morn- 
ing, I was apprehensive of a terrific consummation 
of our disasters. After an almost sleepless night, 
from the excessive rolling of the ship, I was awaked 
suddenly by an alarm on deck, accompanying the 
loud exclamation of the commanding officer to the 
man at the helm, ^^Jiard a port ! hard a port ! — 
quick, quick .'" followed by several rapid ordfers, and 
immediately afterwards by a slight concussion of the 
ship against something, and again by a second, that 
brought every one in the ward-room upright in his 
berth. " She will strike, sir — she will strike /" 
were the next words heard from the midshipman of 
the forecastle, and I was expecting a tremeiidous 
cra^h of the Vincennes on the shore, when a quarter- 
master made his appearance with a light, and as an- 
other and still heavier blow was felt against the bow 
of the ship, checked the alarm of the ward-room by 
informing us that instead of running on shor6 our- 
selves, two fishing junks, in the darkness of the 
night, and sleep of their owners, had run upon us ; 
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LETTER IV. 



VI0IT AT MACAO AMD CANTON. 



IT. S. ihlp Vinc^nea, Chineee Sm, 9 
Januaiy 25Ui, 1830. ■ | 

Two days after the date of my last letter, we came 
to anchor in the roads of Macao; and aflier a few 
days in that place and a hasty visit to Canton, are 
once more at sea on our passage to Manilla. 

Macao is a Portuguese city, situated on a penin- 
sula of a large island of the same name. It is a 
waUed town, well defended, and contains a large 
population, including Chinese residents and f<H:eign- 
ers. The harbor is good for small vessels, but ships 
of the class of the Vincennes can only lie in the 
open roads, at a distance of two or three miles from 
the landing ; rendering the communication with the 
shore inconvenient and at times unpleasant. 

It is the summer residence of the merchants of 
Canton, and the only place where foreign ladies are 
permitted to land : of course gentlemen, who have 
their famiUes with them, are under the necessity of 
living there. Aware that Dr. Mojrison was an in- 
habitant of this place, I early i-enewed the acquaint- 
ance I had the pleasure of forming with him in Lon- 
don in 1826, and was most cordially received by Mrs. 
Morrison and himself into their family. The privil^e 
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and happiness of enjoying the hospitality of such^ 
house, and the society of such friends, espedally in 
a land of strangers, cannot be too highly appreciated, 
and can never be forgotten. 

Captain Finch soon became domiciliated with Dr. 
Bradford of Philadelphia, in the establishment of 
Mr. Latimer, a merchant of Canton, from the same 
city ; while all the officers of the ship received every 
polite and kind attention from other foreign residents, 
including Mr. Plowden, the chief of the honorable 
East India Company's Factory, and other gentlemen 
connected with the service. 

The town \& well built, cleanly, and handsome 5 
and we spent our time very agreeably, the few days 
that could be given to thev. enjoyment of its society. 
A principal object of interest and curiosity within the 
place is a grotto, or rather niche in a rock, in which 
Camoens is said to have completed the Lusiad. It is 
on the summit of a hill, in the midst of a garden 
and grounds tastefully laijd out and well kept, com- 
tnandiog delightful views of the city and of its inner 
and outer harbors, and might well be supposed a haunt 
of the muses. I visited it twice — once in company 
with Captain Finch and Lieatenant Magruder, and 
a second time with Mr. Hoyt 

The library and museum of the East India Com- 
pany, an aviary of splendid birds belonging to Mr. 
Beal an English resident, and a small Chinese 
temple, were also visited by us with much gratifica- 
tion. 

The distance from Macao to Canton is about se- 
venty miles. After considerable difSculty and delay, 
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np. It bopskted of CapCaia Fincjtii JJautenanfai Sul* 
litrao, Domi% wd Ludiier; ISr. Buchaniiii Dr. 
MaloDo; midshipmen BineO| ,Hawkiii% Maniy, 
MeLTiUe, Bowim; Wurts^ and mjdett) but df . our 
trip^ tmd the few days wy^ wereia diesuburba ^ thai 
city, I made only hasty notes. . To'write them m foil 
would require a volume ; and ibr the present I must 
be content with sayiz^i that we were received ud 
entertained in the most liospitable manner by C N. 
Talbot, Esquire, acting cmral for the United IStateit^ 
and by the gentlemen of the vluious American and 
other foreign houses. 

Our voyage up was by what is called the outside 
passage; but Captain Finch, '.lieutenant Sullivan, 
Vx. Buchanan, and myself returned by a rout 
which afforded us a more extensive observation of 
the country. We reached Macao again on the 18th 
inst ; took our anchor for the Philippine Islands on 
the 22d, and hope to arrive at Manilla, their capital, 
in less than forty-eight hours from the present time. 
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LETTER I. 

DSSQBIPTIOH OF THE BAT AHD CITY OV MANILLA. 

U. 8. ship Vincennes, Bay of Manilla, 
January 30tb, 1830. 

On the morning of the 26th inst, we descried the 
Island of Lu^onia, or Lu^n, at a point fifty or sixty 
leagues north of the entrance of this bay ; and fcHr 
the two days following coasted its shore, under the 
alternate influence of a land and sea breeze, with the 
outline of a mountainous and finely variegated coun- 
try in full view. 

The bay of Manilla is very extensive, ninety 
leagues in circumfereni^, and the city situated on its 
southern shore, some twenty or twenty-five miles 
from the sea. We dropt anchor in our present berth 
early yesterday morning; and are surrounded by 
varied and beautiful scenery. The circuit of the 
bay is too wide to allow of distinct views of most of 
its shores; but the outline of the lofty hills and 
mountains, sweeping round it, is traceable at most 
times against the sky — ^giving to it, as a whole, much 
the appearance of a noble lake. 
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The view cf the city, however, its siibiiifai^ and 
the adjoming country on either eide, and frr inhaid, 
IB fall and impoeing. The city itself indoeed by 
walk of dark stone, and sonoonded by a broad moat, 
lies on the north sideof the mer Pasig, hare floimg 
into the bay, while the suburbs, contaiinng a lenjhld 
papulation, lie acroed the same stream on the north. 
The aspect of the two sections presents a strikiDg 
contrast. The dark, moss-eovered walls on the one 
side — screening every thing from sight excqpt the led 
tile of the roo6 of the houses, and the towen and 
domes of the cathedral and churches — stretch a half 
or three quarters of a mile along a green bank and 
carriage-drive by the waters edge; while on the other, 
in place of heavy walls, bastions, and fimhallled 
towers, nothing is to be seen, as fiur as the qne oan 
reach, but a mass of huts of bamboo and reeds, of 
the slightest constructioa and rudest aspect, embow- 
ered in groves of the greatest luxuriance and verdure. 
The location both of the city and suburbs is very 
low — a characteristic of the surrounding country ; 
but some miles inland it becomes more elevated and 
broken, and terminates at last on every side in lofty 
and beautiful mountains. 

O. W. Hubbell, Esquire, consular agent of our 
government, waited early upon Captain Finch and his 
officers, with a tender of the hospitality of bis house ; 
and it is arranged that the captain, purser, surgeon, 
and myself, shall take up our quarters with him 
during our visit. 

My friend Lieutenant Magruder accompanied me 
on shore at two o'clock to dine at the consulate, and 
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to take a first glance Of the city. The landing is by 
the liver, a narrow and rapid stroam, with a light- 
house, small, and of imperfect service, at its mouth on 
the suburb side. A long mole of granite, with a cir- 
cular battery at the end, lines the river on the same 
side with the city ; immediately on passing which we 
perceived a greater stir of business than is seen from 
the bay, the river being lined on the side adjoining 
the suburbs, with numbers of vessels of various bur- 
dens, and covered with boats, plying rapidly in differ- 
ent directions. The walls of the city rise from the 
water, and extend more than half a mile up the 
stream to a fine stone bridge, affording the only 
communication by carriages with the suburb. Besides 
Mr. Hubbell, we found at the consulate Mr. King, a 
young gentleman of intelligence and piety, attached 
to the establishment, and captains Ghever and Ben- 
jamih, the commanders of two American merchant^ 
ment, at present in port 

The support of an equipage here is attended com- 
paratively with so little expense, that it is not custch 
mary to walk, either on business or for pleasure ; and 
after dinner, at five o'clock, fyui carriages were in 
teadiness fbr the whde party, with the addition of 
Mr. Stribling, from the ship, to take an evening air- 
ing. The usual vehicle is a light, low phaeton, hand- 
somely finished, drawn by two small, but fieet horses, 
imder the management of a postillion mounted on 
opeofthem. The rides in the vicinity pf the city are 
varied, and of a degree of beauty almost unrivalled ; 
but that most resorted to in the evening is a broad 
road lined with a double row of trees, commencing 
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at the bridge and following the eoutseof the moat and 
glacis surrounding the ditjr wall to the beach, and 
tending along it in front of the city, with an 
view of the bay and shipping. Here all the lank 
and feshion of the place assemble for an hoar or men 
every evening, presenting an animated and tndy 
beautiful spectacle, as eqiupage after equipage foDi 
along in a double line — one passing in one directioo 
and the other in another — ^affording a full view, fnm 
the open carriages, of all the dress and beauty of the 
first circles of society. The ladies wear neither hats 
nor mantles ; but, according to the Spanish cusloiii 
on such occasions, appear in full evening cosUime. 

This drive is called the Calzada. It is open en- 
tirely to the country on one side, and leads pnat the 
public parade ground, near the bay. The fitaiiding 
forces of the government consist of 12,000 troc^u, all 
natives of the islands, commanded by Spanish 
officers. Five thousand of these are quartered in the 
city, and the remainder in various parts of the group. 
There is a regular evening drill; and about two 
thousand were now under arms. They made a fine 
appearance — are well dressed, well paid, and it is 
said, are loyal and firm«^in their attachment to the 
Spanish authority. Two full bands were perfimning, 
and I have no where heard finer martial musk — 
though aU the musicians, like the soldiers, are native 
indians of the country. 

The airing and the drill usually terminate toge- 
ther ; — the carriages, when the troops begin to move^ 
changing the rapid rate at which, for Uie hour pie* 
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yioufl^ they wte whirled fsom one end of the Galzada 
to the other, to a walk, .accompany them in long and, 
dow prooesedon, for the enjoyment of the music to 
which they march, till dispersed at the barracks near 
the bridge. 

Two evenings in each week the military bands 
perform for an hour, in the palace square within 
the city, in front of the residence of His GathoUc 
Majesty's representative, the Captain General and 
Governor of the Philippine Islands, at present the 
Senor Rocafuqrte. This was one of the evenings ; 
and we drove into the city to share in the entertain- 
ment. It is a well built, neat, and quiet town, con- 
taining a population of twenty thousand, principally 
Spanish, or of Spanish extraction ; officers of govern- 
ment, and of the military department; priests, 
soldiers, &c. The streets are regular, and well 
kept, and the whole style of building that whicn I 
have described as prevailing in Lima— the Moorish 
.quadrangle of two stories, with covered balconies from 
the second story over the street, and corridors within. 
Here the balconies, instead of lattice work of dark 
wood, consist of large sashes, to be thrown open at 
pleasure, set, in place of glass, with the irmei shell 
of a large muscle, which, prepared for the purpose, 
is translucent, transmitting the glare of a tropical 
sun, in a mellowness 'of light equal to that passing 
through groimd glass. 

The houses of the foreign residents, and of the 
more wealthy inhabitants of the suburbs, are in the 
same style of architecture ; the first story being ap- 
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The buildingB here are all in the native styl< 
cottages of greater or less dimensions, erected upon 
piles at various heights firom the ground, and con- 
structed of bamboo and reeds. They are usually 
square, with high roo&, running to a point in the 
centre ; and are furnished so abundandy with large 
windows of lattice work, that when thrown open, the 
interior is as much exposed to view, as that of an 
ordinary summer-house in the grounds of a gentleman 
in our own country. This was the case on the pre- 
sent occasion ; and, as we rode along the streets, we 
had as full a sight of the apartments, and of the 
families in gala dress, and in all the hilarity of fes- 
tival times, as if we had been their guest^. 

Lofty arches of light wood, covered with colored 
paper and gilding, and blazing with lamps, were 
thrown across the streets; while, in other places, 
obelisks of the same materials reared their illuminated 
summits high in the darkness of the night ; both 
having a tasteful and pretty effect. 

The principal procession had closed before we 
arrived, but fireworks were setting dST; and the 
image of the patron saint, a female martyr, as ap-< 
peared from the exhibition, was borne past us. In 
the immediate vicinity of the church, the streets 
were so thronged with pedestrians of all ranks, from 
those apparently of gentility and affluence, to the 
lowest orders, that we were obliged to alight near H 
half mile firom it, and walk the remaining distance. 
In the crowd there was quite as great a number of 
females, as of the other sex, and some evidently of the 
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younger, however, their jdaugfaterB and grand-daogli- 
ieiB, were in Eim^iean dresses of silk and muslin, 
with velvet cpencerB, gold chains, silk stockings and 
shoes. No particular introduction took place ; and 
all entered readily into conversation with those of 
our company who spoke Spanish. Refreshments 
of various kinds were offered; and among other 
things served, were cigars and the arica nut and 
beatle leaf. 

Witha manifest desire to jdease, the master of the 
house sent for music, to entertain us with a dance of 
the country ; but the gentlemen who intended re- 
turning to the dl^> plead, in excuse for not remain- 
iBg, the detention, it would occasion to the boat, 
and we took our leave. 

The whole evening was a novelty ; and a striking 
proof of the devices by which men, while gratifying 
the desires and affections of a worldly mind, persuade 
themselves that they are doing Grod service, and 
working out their own salvation. We are ever ready 
to tithe '^ in mint, in anice, and in cummin" — ready 
to sacrifice our money and our time, but prone to 
neglect the weightier matters of the law, and to with- 
hold the ser\ices and devotion of the heart 
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LETTER III. 

A VILLAdB FETB, AUD VISIT TO THF LAKE OF PASIO. 

Manilla, Febraary 3d, 1830.' 

Before sunrise this morning, we were taking a 
cup of chocolate previous to setting off for the lake, 
some twenty miles distant, from which the river Pasig 
flows to the bay. Lieutenants Stribling and Magru- 
der, with Dr. Wessels, and Midshipmen Irving, 
Huntt, Kieth, and Taylor, had slept on shore, in 
order to be ready for the trip in the cool of the morn- 
ing ; and, with Mr. Buchanan, Captains Benjamin 
and Chever, Mr. Bang and myself, constituted our 
party. 

The excursion is made by water, on the Pasig ; 
but it was arranged that we should not take the 
river at the town, but go in carriages to the village 
of Santa Anna, two or three miles distant, by which 
a long bend in the stream, with a strong current 
against us, would be cut off. Accordingly we were 
soon roUing along the calzada, in seven veloches^ 
with the fleetness of the wind, which our ponies, 
fresh from their stalls, seemed desirous of outstrip- 
ping. Our luggage was of rather a singular wd 
luxurious character, as seen piled conspicuously •j«^ 
the feet of each couple, in the bottom of the i!^ari- 
ots — consisting principally of pill(ms, which tee 
here showy articles, the cases being ci fiae cambric, 
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highly wrought and trimmed with inserting of lace 
and ribbons, over gay colors of pink, blue, yellow, - 
&c.; and of fine mats of the country. Mr. King, 
,with whom I rode, as caterer, carried also a box of 
claret, sandwiches, bread, cheese, and ale. The use 
of the pillows will be mentioned in due time. 

The drive to Santa Anna is one of the most plea- 
sant in the environs. The road branches from the 
Calzada, near a picturesque, cottage-like, thatched 
guard-house, at the north corner of the parade, and 
is formed by a straight avenue, lined richly with 
trees of great variety, ^ong which the huts of the 
natives stand so thickly as to constitute an almost 
uninterrupted village the greater part of the distance. 
The freshness of the morning air made it peculioily 
deUghtful ; and the fifteen or twenty minutes occu- 
pied in accomplishing it, gave a stimulus both to body 
and mind, that filled every face with bright looks, 
and every bosom with cheerfulness, as we alighted, 
and all met, for the first time, in the rural and beau- 
tifully embowered Santa Anna. 

It has been a general festival day, and all here 
was life and animation ; the whole population, in 
varied and gay holiday dress, were just dispersing, 
after attending mass at a venerable and fine stone 
church — the first, I am told, established on the isl- 
and — from whose octagonal and lofty turrets, several 
chimes of bells of different powers, ranged tier above 
tier, were pouring forth peals indicative of merriment 
and joy. 

Bankas, the name of the canoes of the country, 
were by engagement waiting our anival at the edge 
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of the stream ; and it was but a few moments before 
we were afloat on the waters of the Pasig. We sdU 
remamed as in the carriages, two and two in sepa- 
rate canoes, they generally not being capable of con- 
taining more, with room to indulge in the luxurious 
attitude of travelers in them which is that of recli- 
ning at full length, on a mat spread in the bottom of 
the boat, with the head elevated on one of the gay 
pillows I have mentioned, at a sufficient height to 
afford a clear view above the sides of the canoe of 
the banks of the river, and scenery on either side. 

In order, however, to give you a better idea of this 
mode of traveling, I must describe the canoes with 
greater particularity. They are formed from a single 
trunk, having much the appearance of the barks of 
the North American indians ; but with several ap- 
pendages, of which the most important to theu: safety 
are two outriggers, one on each side. These are of 
large bamboo, and lashed parallel to the sides of the 
banka, at the distance of two or three inches only ; 
and render them much more buoyant than they 
otherwise would be, and very difficult to be over- 
turned. Anoth^ fixture of prime importance in 
guch a climate, is a slightly arched awning of mats, 
8U[qported by stancheons along the sides, which are 
notched so that it may be elevated or let down a( 
pleasure; proving a sufficient protection from the 
gnn, rain, dew, and every inconvenience of the 
kind, as it may be lowered till resting like a ttd on 
the canoe. The last convenience particularly worthy 
of notice, is a floor of split bamboo lashed dosdy 
together — ^making a oool platform to sit or lie f^x>n, 
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and is at the same time a protection from the water, 
which occasionally makes its way into the bottom. 
Two natives, one in the prow and the other in the 
stern, ftlmidhed with paddles, oars, and setting poles 
— ^with which they varied and relieved the labor of 
working the fooat^— managed it with great skill : and 
by taking advantage of the eddies and counter cur- 
rents, first along one shore and then the other, pro- 
pelled us up the stream of a rapid river, with much 
greater speed than would be supposed, without ocular 
demonstration. 

The Pasig is a beautiful river, perhaps one hun- 
dred yards wide at Santa Anna, and diminishes 
very little for five or six mil^. At that distance, the 
two streams forming it, one coming from the moun- 
tains in the east, and the other from the lake, unite : 
above this confluence, each is about half that width. 

The general course of the river is sufficiently cir- 
cuitous, to be the more pleasing for its windings, with- 
out making the progress tedious. The banks are 
about four or six feet above the surface of the water, 
almost every where perpendicular, and as richly 
fringed with foliage as the most luxuriant imagina- 
tion could picture — ^the light, lofty, and graceful 
bamboo predominating, and contrasting strikingly 
and beautifully with the compact, wide spreading, 
round-topped mango. For the] first three or four 
miles, the habitations of the people along this edging 
of trees and thickets, presented the appearance of a 
continued village, each hut having its own little 
groves and shrubbery, through and beyond which 
glimpses might occasionally be caught of extensive 
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rice grounds, like the fields of a fiirm at home, wilfa 
here and there a clusfer of stadcB of straw finom 
which the paddy had been thiaBhed. In front of 
each cottage, a weD boilt, flubslantial flight of stone 
steps leads down to the water, the last stq> forming 
a lai^e platfcnrm under the sur&ce, on which to nt or 
stand in bathing, which is here a iaSisf hatHt On 
some of thase, mothers were washing their children 
previous to putting on their festival clothes ; and on 
others, busy housewives were preparing poultry and 
vegetables for the holiday dinner, or scouring their 
cooking utensils and eating dishes. 

Rustic belles and beaux, in full dress, were at the 
same time seen strolling slowly among the groves, or 
hastening along as if destined to some distant scene 
of hilarity — all gay and animated, and evidently a 
mild and happy people. Occasionally a banka, filled 
with a sprightly party post ns swifily under the 
doubleimpetusof the paddle and the current; while 
to fill up the romance, from one or two, the tones of 
the song and guitar came floating to us in all their 
wildness, as they glided by. 

So much were we delighted with the richnesa and 
beauty of the scenery, and the novelty of ererytliiog^ 
around, that we could scaiee bdieve oaiwlves at the 
village of Pasig, ten miles fi'om Santa Anna, wlieii| 
just after eight o'dock, the tower of its cbtndi was 
seen rising above the groves in which the town if 
embowered. We were to flpend a prindpal pat 4€ 
the day here, with an intdligoit and weahby native^ 
oneof thearistocraqrof thepiaee; and w«e nmii 
hospitably received 1^ inmfdf aad aiM whohii 



1 



814 ' TIIXjASIE 

leoriveda classical edqcatkm at . a Bomaii CatfaoGe , 
ecdl^ in Manilla. 

«- A short walk from the pkce of landing, biougfat 
usinto a street leading directly to the church, -ia the 
centre of the village. The bells were zin^^og cheff- 
ily, and a processibn passing around the inddsuie in 
which the boj^ding stands — ^while crowids of peopie 
from all directions were pressing ^to secure a Yiew. 
The principal image borne along^ was that of afr 
male saint as large as life, in a dress of blue satin, 
glittering .with silver spangles,, lace and tinsel, with a 
small hat of blue, loaded with white plumes : proba- 
bly the patroness of the church and village — befere 
which gaudy idol all prostrated themsdvea as it 
passed. The procession was composed — with the 
exception of a Spanish padre, and an assistant cur^ 
an Indian — of females, from five and six years of age, 
covered with spangles, lace, flowers and jewelry, to 
girls of sixteen and eighteen, all in their best attire ; 
bearing wax tapers in the full glare of a tropical sun, 
and chanting a hymn — ^probably of idolatry to the 
dumb and helpless object forming the most conspicu- 
ous part of the show. 

They merely marched round the yard, and re- 
entered the church for the performance of mass — a 
service which none of us wished to attend ; and 
after looking for a moment at the interior, which 
was not worthy of particular notice, we proceeded to 
the residence of our host. 

The street leading to it, presented a plearing 
sample of the neatness and rural beauty of a Phi- 
lippine village, or rather town, for Pasig is said to 
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contain 16,000 inhabitants. It is wide, and covered 
with a beautiful turf— rwheels and animals of burden 
being so Uttle used as to make nothing hke a tra- 
veled carriage way through it — while the pictu- 
resque habitations of the villagers, overhung with 
trees, line it on either side, in separate inclosurea 
filled with the mango, bamboo, arica i|at, &c. &c. 

Four or five hours passed rapidly away in various 
observations of the scenes around us ; and, after en- 
joying an extensive and beautiful view firom the 
tower of the church, of the whole surrounding coun- 
try, including the lake, three or four miles distant, 
lying like an inland sea in the bosom of its shores 
and mountains ; taking a stroll in the garden of the 
padre of the town ; visiting two or three native fami- 
lies — one of which was entertaining, with a feast ac- 
companied by music and dancing, all the females 
forming the procession of the morning — and sharing 
in a profiise dinner of fish, fowl, meats, various des- 
sert, and fruit, provided by our citizen friend, we 
prepared to extend our excursion to the lake. 

For this purpose our bankas were again ordered. 
The sceiiery on the way did not differ materially firom 
that which we had passed ; the banks being low and 
level, and richly clothed^ till we approached the lake, 
where the paddy grounds extended to the water's 
edge. Two large passage and freight boats were at 
anchor near the entrance, waiting for passengers and 
cargo, for the head of the lake, forty miles distant 
We boarded one of them for a few moments, but 
found nothing in the view they commanded to 
detain us— that of the tower of the church having 
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LETTER IV. 

tn OAMPO BARTOy OB PAMTHBOH, THS PUBLIC BfTBIAL 

PLACB. 

HanUla, Febroaiy dBk 1890. 

After a visit in the mornipg, with Mr. Hnbbdl, 
to Uie new custom-houBe, a noble and extensive 
structure of Grecian architecture in light free stone^ 
inuuediately on the river, I devoted the day to further 
observations on the city audits environs, in company 
with my fiiend Mr. Hoyt 

Our first drive was a circuit of five <n: six miles to 
the north, a direction in which I had not previously 
been. The scenery is much the same as in otbtf 
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quarters, with the addition ofa! 

tivatioo, espedaDy <tf the 

the vegetables with which the 

being grown in that Yidnitjr. We 

parish of Santa MagdaJeaam the cMt; 

rising ground three miles finom ifae bif, 

ext^isive and beaatifiil p L v eptU cf the 

country, inchiding the dver ■indhibs cf tktBmi^ 

through the rich lowlands 

Manilla, and the towess anddones of the dtf 

its suburb beyond 

Ajfter a handsome dinner wilh a party ef: 
men, at the ordy hotel in the pbee, we a^ 
our carriage ; and in company widi Dr. Wtrndmrnmi 
midshipmen MelFiUe and Anthony^ tonk a €mmk 
along the bay in the direction of Carney a loBd <f 
outer port to Manilla, at a diKanrr §Bom B cf 
twelve or fourteen miles, thmagh tilhgt 
bowered lanes of umivaOed beamy. On 
we stopped at the pantheon, or borial pbee, W ife« 
city, on the road towards Santa Ajhhu tm hciMft 
is beautiful, with a gateway a huk fetired fa» (j^ 
road on the eastern side. The estmor fif w ^m t m^ 
thing but a heavy waU of brown mcmtfdt^mmm 
feet in height, fisrming a cisde a faoBAMl jvite 
or more in diameter, with a smal kv 'iMip^, evr- 
tiiounted by a dome at the farther mit, uff mmt €m 
gate. 

Within, the scene is f^uOuot^ and wifh iSi MMM^ 
tions pleasingly affecting ; c cn si gfing ofa ta s f i 'fcl m4 
neatly kept shrubbery and Hower p«le% fled wici^ 
bloom and beanty, and screeaiafl^ m a itfem^ lim 
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niches in the wall for the deposit of the dead, for a 
longer or shorter period before being committed to a 
common receptacle. The chapel is the most simple 
and chaste Catholic stnictiire of the kind Thave ever 
seen ; so much so, that I was charmed with the good 
taste exhibited in it. Every thing within, except a 
tesselated pavement of white and blue, is of the 
purest white, with deUcate mouldings and ornaments 
in gliding. The altar is finished and furnished with 
a crucifix, &c., in the same style, and, on either side, 
is a sarcophagus eight or ten feet in length and seven 
high, in keeping with the whole ; the one, surmounted 
by a mitre and crozier, designating its appropriation 
to the bodies of the archbishops of the metropolis ; 
and the other telling, by a sword and chc^peau, that 
it is designed for a Uke service, to such of the go- 
vernors general as may die invested with the chief 
civil and military office of the colony. 

After having thus examined and admired the 
chapel, and having each received a bouquet of flow- 
ers from some servants in attendance, we were about 
turning from the door to continue our ride, with 
feelings and impressions of an agreeable, though not 
inappropriate character, when three or four dirty look- 
ing and shabbily dressed natives came up to the steps 
in a careless and light manner ; one of them bearing 
on his arms a large shallow tray, on which was 
lying what we supposed a gayly dressed waxen 
image ; but which, to our surprise, as he placed it 
on the pavement, and began to arrange wax tapers 
on either side, was perceived to be the corpse of an 
infant, perhaps a year old, upon whose emaciated 
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features, and lifeless, though open eyes, there still 
lingered an expression of the pain, the sorrow, and 
the melancholy of death ! The silk drapery, gold 
lace, gay flowers, and tinselled ornaments with which 
it was loaded, seemed sadly inconsistent and ill placed, 
beside the evidence presented by it of the frailty of life, 
and of the agonies of dissolution. 

On making an inquiry, as to the time and manner 
of the. interment, a gateway at one side of the chapel 
was pointed out, and we invited to view the burial 
place of infants. It is a small building of a circular 
form, over the portal of which was the inscription, 
^' angelio,^^ reviving again, in a remembrance of the 
declaration of ^^such is the kingdom of heaven^^ 
the associations of a pleasing kind which we had felt 
before the sight of the corpse — but only to have them 
dissipated a second time by that which was much 
more horrible and disgusting ; for, on following our 
conductor along a kind of terrace round this mauso* 
leum, the word " Osario^^ in large letters on the 
wall, immediately behind it, met our eyes ; ^nd, on 
looking into an area below, to which there was a 
descent on either side by a flight of stone steps, we 
beheld a most shocking mass of mouldering bones 
and flesh ; of ghastly skulls, with mildewed locks 
and grisley hair still attached to them ; while hands 
and feet, kept in form by the a^dhesion of dried and dis- 
colored tendons, were scattered among the bones of 
various other parts of the body. 

It is thus, after having lain in the niches the appoint- 
ed time, the bodies are withdrawn from their repose, 
cast out from their cofl^s, and left, an indiscrinunate 
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ibimlcI conmiiliQii, to nrioh, bgr tlie d«cay «f tee, 
tte teiw cf thieir lOodMsr eaidi ! Thwoglildfr 
sU^fA«il te ittterast of our lint impvoMoiM ori 
w^kuMftom ft, pMi the lildft coqpBe fltiU lyinK 
lumgtfiM in Iha mUiit of tho ftveiiue, tooor ctr- 
riigit. 

It k but a milefifom tho Obmpo SutOyM: PtothaoB, 
u> te CUwU^ whkxh wt EWflhed in a £ra^^ im^^ 
aaiwwe at onoe in the nidit of a ecoBe in the 
viAMt oantiiit to that ^re had kft. AB the rank 
and £yhkm of the dtjr wero idling akof in vaikiB 
efo^pagiei in aU the gaiynetjof evening dreaa^ in a 
yloal eUttHite ; iride >tiM thonaaad treope wen per- 
fbnnii«aMi eiehiteie if the neoal driB, to the liA 
and aiailetiiiing etiaim of fldi ndiitary %and% eta* 
tioMd at dUtaent pointa of the paiade. We took 
oor place in the Hne oCxairiagea, coQiaing iirith them 
the beantiM drive, till the military diephy was over, 
and then retnmed to the dty in the cnflKmiary dow 
{iroceaaion of the troqw and bands. 
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LETTER I. 

BMOEIPTtOH OV CAfm TOWN. 

U.S. Ship yineeimei|Table Bay, ) 
April 8th, 1830. t 

After a voyage of fifty-six days fiom Manilla, 
including two at anchiM- in the Straits of Sunda, we 
yesterday doubled the Cape of Good Hope, and befi»e 
night ranthirty miles ncNTth of it to the bay, m which 
we now are, without however securing an entrance 
to it before night&Il. 

I was roused this morning at four o'clock by the 
dropping our anchors abreast of Cape Town, and went 
early afterwards on deck. We were within less than 
a mile of the town, lying closely along the water's 
edge, directly beneath the Table Mountain, which 
rises seemingly from its very outskirts like a perpen- 
dicular wall of granite, three thousand five hundred 
feet high. It is perfectly level on the top for a stretch 
of some miles, and in its &ce towards the water pre- 
sents much the aspect, with the CTception of the tuft* 
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Captain, on His Excellency, Lieutenant General the 
Honorable Sir Galbraith Lowry Cole, G. C. B., 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony. 
The government house is at present undej^oing re- 
pairs, and we were received at the colonial office. The 
general is an able and popular ruler, of commanding 
, figure, and plain and unaffected manners; and, 
after giving us a cordial welcome to Cape Town ; 
expressing the gratification it afibrded him to see the 
American fiag in Table Bay; regretting that the 
government house was in a state to deny him tiie hap- 
piness of entertaining us as he could desire, &c., &c., 
entered into general conversation for half an hour, 
with much intelligence and courtesy. On passing 
from the governor's rooms, we paid our respects for 
a moment to Lieutenant Colcmel Bell, colonial secre* 
tary, a brother-in-law of the governor, the ladiesof both 
being daughters of the distinguished diplomatist, the 
lato Earl of Mahnesbury, and were afterwards intro- 
duced by Captain Bance to the famfly of Mr. Ebden, 
a principal merchant of the place. 

In the afternoon I accompanied my friend Lieut. 
MagTuder on shore, and, joined by Mr. Buchanan, 
took a more full survey of the place. It is well built 
and beautifiil — more like some of our American 
towns, especially those originally settled by the 
Dutch, than any I have seen in a foreign coun- 
try. The general style of architecture is mudi 
the same ; the apparent equality of wealth and rank 
fiunfiar ; and the mixture of ^the population of British 
and Dutch extraction in a like proportion ; while the 
household servants, coachmen, teamsters, &c., of 
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it advisable to remain on board ship during the short 
time we shall remain at our present anchorage. 



LETTER II. 

A. UDE TO CONSTANTIA, AND AN BYVNINO AT PROTEA, THB 
f^ COTTAGE OF SIB LOWRT COLE. 

U. S. BliipVincennes, Table Ba^, > 
April 18th, 1830. $ 

The visit of the Yincennes has been received so 
kindly at the Cape, and all her officers so hospitably 
entertained by the inhabitants, both Dutch and 
English, that my time since our arrived has been 
fully occupied. A daily reciprocation of civility has 
taken place between the ship and town, to the seem^ 
ing gratification of all parties, and we shall have 
much reason to remember with pleasure the many 
circles of agreeable acquaintance formed at the Cape 
of Good Hope. 

A principal object of curiosity in the vicinity is the 
estate of Constantia, so long celebrated for the pecu- 
liarity and excellence of the wine produced from its 
vineyards, and the Rev. Mr. Beck, a near relative of 
the present hereditary proprietor of the estate, kindly 
proposed taking Lieutenants Stribling and Magruder, 
and myself to it in his carriage, a few mornings 
since. 

The road leads directly north from the town, and 
is a delightful turnpike having an open common — 
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sprinkled here and there with a, duster of white 
coUageSi a single hut, or a vondmill — on dther side. 
Seared, at this season of the year, by the winds of 
the autum, its entire surface is.sterile and dreary, like 
that of a heath in England. After three miles, bow- 
ever, the drive becomes beautiful, the road being 
completely embowered by groves of lofty oak and 
pine, and ornamented by handsome gateways, lead- 
ing to mansions and cottages thickly scattered along 
the way — the summer retreats of '' the powers thai 
6e," and of those " rich in this worUPs goodsP The 
turnpike winds gradually around the bases of the 
Table Mountain and Devil's Peak, and at (he end 
of six miles passes the small village of Wynberg. 
Two miles &rther brought us to the end of our ex- 
cursion. The approach to the gate is through a 
grove of the silver tree — protea argentea — affording 
us full proof of the appropriateness of their name. 
The long pointed leaves are thickly set on the 
branches, and being of a bluish green color, covered 
with a fine white furze or down, have the appearance, 
as tlie rays of the sun fail upon them, of being edgeil 
and tipped with silver. 

Constantia was originally a Dutch government 
estate, and is beautifully located under the moun 
tains of the range of Table Land, commanding fine 
views of the siurounding country, and of the Indian 
Ocean on the eastern side of the cape. It derives its 
name from the grape of Constantia in France, which 
was that introduced into its vineyards, and by which 
it has attained its celebrity. It was sold by the go- 
vernment to a gentleman of the name of Cletoo, an 
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micestor of tl^Q present occupant, and entailed in his' 
family, subject to certain imposts on the proceeds of 
the vintage. 

Since that period, the original estate has been di- 
vided into Upper, or Great, and Lower Constantia, 
from their relative position to the mountains. A new 
estate has also since been Mid out^ and planted on 
ground still more elevated ; and, from that &ct, called 
High Constantia. This we did not visit, but had a 
full view of its vineyards, stretching over the sides of 
a hill at the base of the mountains. 

The entrance to Upper, or Great Constantia, is 
by an avenue of majestic oaks, a quarter of a mile or 
more in length, descending gradually to the house, a 
respectable looking old mansion in the Dutch style a 
century ago. Mr. Cloete received us with much 
politeness, and after a conversation of half an hour 
in a drawing-room, conducted us through the gar- 
dens, shrubbery, and friiit yard in the rear of the 
mansion. The colony of the Cape of Good Hope 
may be correctly styled the land of fruit and flowers', 
and the grounds are filled with a handsome variety of 
both. The walks are Uned with hedges of mjrrtle, 
and their intersections overspread with arbors beau* 
tifuUy arched and ornamented, by the training of the 
living oak. In speaking of the value of this noble 
tree, we were informed by the proprietor of its import- 
ance here in a respect which I do not recollect to 
have before seen noticed, in the sustenance it affords 
not only to swine, but to horses and cattle. The 
acorn is a principal food on the estate of these ani- 
mals, furnished to them in the mannpr in which 
Vol. n. 29 
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the happiness of childhood in the bosom of, those it 
loves ; and it was with sincere regret that I perceived 
the whole number, when dinner was announced, 
kissing good night to Lady Frances, as she gave her 
hand to Captain Finch to be led to the salle a 
manger, 

■ ■ » 

The entertainment in the dining room was all 
that elegance and taste could desire. On rejoining 
the ladies, however, at ten o'clock, for a cup of tea, I 
was gratified with a richer enjoyment — in addition to 
, the conversation taking place — in the privilege of 
looking over the sketch book of Lady Cole, filled with 
drawings from nature, manifesting a high degree of 
native and cultivated talent in the art. The sub- 
jects, especially those in landscape, were of local 
interest to the family, in Ireland, France, and Spain, 
where Sir Lowry served in the peninsular war, in 
the Mauritius, where he was for several years go- 
vernor, &c., &c., pointed out to me by Mr. Balfour, 
a nephew, and private secretary of the general, one 
of the most pleasing of the acquaintances I have 
formed during our voyage. Both Lady Frances and 
her sister Lady Catharine Bell, are distinguished for 
their high mental endowments, and for the various 
accomplishments of their education ; and I was happy 
to learn, that the influence of their rank and talents' 
in the colony, is cast in favor of rational enjoyments 
and of piety. Lady Frances is not only the patroneds, 
but a superintendent of the Sabbath School in the" 
Episcopal Church. 

The general and his family take possession of the 
government-house in town, in a few days, for the 
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winter ; and on the 23d inst a grand fete, ia honor 
of the birthday of His Britannic Majesty, is to be given 
by them. Invitations were early issued to the officeis 
of the Yincennes ; and both the governor and his 
lady expressed a cordial wish, before taking our leave, 
that we might remain to tjie entertainment 



LETTER III. 

AitRIVAL AT ST. HELENA, AND INTERVIEW W^ITH 
GOVEBNOB DALLAS. 

U. S. Ship Vincennes, Bay of Jamea Town, i 
May, 3d 1830. ( 

We left our anchorage in Table Bay on the 19th 
ult., and on the morning of the 1st inst. descried St 
Helena, at a distance of fifty miles — seeming only a 
small jagged-topped cloud of deep blue, on the verge 
of the horizon. 

The night closed round us, while yet twenty-five 
or thiity miles distant. The evening was tranquil, 
and beautifiilly clear ; but strong and irresistible asso- 
ciations on the fate of the man, whose name and 
end have stamped eternal celebrity on the island be- 
fore us, shrouded it in our eyes, with a gloom that 
rendered doubly sombre the deep neutral tint spread 
in an unvarying shade, over its precipitous coast 
Every other emotion was lost in the feeling, that we 
were gazing on a mausoleum, in the midst of the 
mighty deep, appropriate in its features of dreariness 
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and gloom to the later destinieB of the genius whose 
remains repose within it. And with the pall and 
the bier, and all the saddening appendages of the 
grave floating in my imagination, I could compare 
the outline of the island, as seen against the sky in 
its bearings at the time, to nothing more descriptive 
of its general form, than a gigantic coffin — to which, 
in reality, the perpendicular headlands on either end, 
the proportionate length and heigth, and an unvaried 
sable hue, gave it no slight resemblance. 

The light of the following morning, converted the 
blackness of the bare walls of rock bounding the 
whole island, as seen in the preceding evening, into a 
reddish brown, but without diminishing the general 
aspect of dreariness and desolation. Nothing Uke 
freshness or verdure was 'to be seen, except a few 
pointed hills, rising in the centre, above the general 
mass of sterility, and belted beneath by a narrow 
strip of cultivated country, sprinkled with a cottage 
and plantation here and there — ^beautiful indeed, but 
only like the oasis of the desert, from a strength of 
contrast with every thing around. 

Every headland and craggy peak is surmounted 
by its flag staff and signal station, from one to an- 
other of wliich, communications were constantly 
making, as we approached. In doubling the north 
end, we beared the shore so closely, that the mon- 
strous clifis composing it — ^becoming more and more 
lofty and precipitous in the vicinity of James Toyn, 
on the northwest — towered hundreds of feet perpen- 
dicularly above our mastheads. The first view of 
Buttennilk Point, on passing which the anchorage 
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comes ia eight, is singularly striking, from the baC- 
ieries planted high on its very face, and occapying 
every nook and crevice in which a guu can be so- 
cured — presenting in one spot a projecting rock, and 
in another a wide mouthed port, with a heavy piece 
of artillery pointed towards you, here a short stretch 
of artificial wall, and there a breast-work of the ori- 
ginal cliflf— without any plan or order, other than that 
of the natural formation. The mouths of cannon 
project at irregular intervals and distances, from the 
top to the bottom, among which, the heads of a half 
dozen guards were seen peering over the parapets 
upon us, like eagles from the midst of their aeries. ^ 
This aspect is, in a greater or less degree, charac- 
teristic of the cliffs the remaining distance of a mile 
to James Town ; in front of which, we were soon 
moored within a quarter of a mile of the shore. 
The glcn, in the narrow mouth of which it stands, 
is wedged in betwxjen two almost perpendicular walls 
of l)rowii lava near a thousand feet in height, ap- 
proaching each other as they run inland, till at the 
distance of a couple of miles, they shut out all farther 
view. An esplanade in front, of a few hundred 
yards extent — formpd by a massive wall ten or twelve 
feet high, running across the glen to guard the beach 
from the encroachment of a heavy surf— is planted 
with a battery, and ornamented with a double row of 
trees of the banian tribe, skirting the walls of the 
town. The first buildings above the tops of these, 
that catch the eye, are a neat church of light yellow, 
with a square tower on the right side of the gate in 
the centre of the wall, and the government-house, or 
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castlei a large heavy looking madsion surrounded by 
trees and gardens, on the other. Between these, 
from the rapid ascent of the ground, a full view is 
presented of an open, unplanted square, surrounded 
by residences of good size and comfortable appear- 
ance, beyond which the roo& of numerous habita- 
tions interspersed with a few trees, a lofty building or 
two — a barrack and hospitals are seen — stretching up 
the narrow defile for a mile or more, till they termi- 
nate in a view of some neat^ cottages and gardens 
overlooking the whole, at the extreme point in sight 

This morning at eleven o'clock. Captain Finch, 
accompanied by Dr. Malone and myself, went on 
shore to wait upon the governor, the Honorable Brig- 
adier General Dallas— as many others of the officers 
as could be spared from the ship, having already 
started for LongWood. 

The only landing is close beneath a projection of 
the cliff, on the left of the anchorage, under the bas- 
tions of a fort planted on the face of the rock, some 
eighty or a hundred feet above the water. Though 
more sheltered from the swell of the sea than any 
other spot, still caution is requisite in getting from a 
boat on the abutment and steps of massive stone 
with which it is furnished ; as the water is of great 
depth, and its rise and fell in the eddy and whirl of 
the surf at all times several feet, and often so great as 
altogether to interrupt the communication between 
the shipping and town. A causeway, hewn from 
the rock, leads along the base of the hill — ^from the 
perpendicular surface of which on the one band, 
enormous masses projecting in frowning deformityi 
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threatea momentarily to crash you beneath their 
tremendous weight, while on the other, are the roar, 
and lashing against the parapet, of a deadly sort 
An irresistible query, as we trod this fearful way, 
was — what must have been the thoughts and the 
feelings of the imperial captive, when, for the first 
and the last time, he paced this same ground, and 
gazed above and around him, on the homd features 
of his appointed piison? For the moment, at least, 
I suspect the firmness of the philosopher must have 
been shaken, and the nerve of the hero unmanned. 

On passing the gate, an air of comfort, of quiet- 
ness, and of leisure, is visible in every thing : there is 
nothing of the stir and bustle of business, but, on 
every side, evidence of indolence and inactivity-^ 
soldiers in handsome uniform lounging around — 
otlicers in rich undress — and clusters of gentlemen 
ill citizen's garlx seated in the shade beside the 
houses, or in verandas in front. 

Mr. Solomon, a merchant of wealth, kindly threw 
open his house to the officers of the ship, immediately 
on our arrival : and we availed ourselves of his hoe- 
paaluy till the governor should arrive j&roni PlaDta- 
tiou House, the £^lvermenlal countn' seat, three 
lUilc^ inland, where his familv exclusivelv re- 
«ivU\ He visits the castle in town, however, almost 
daily on business : and when informed ot hb pre- 
•ence there, ua Jer the guidance of Mr. SolomoD. wc 
jxikI our resspects to him. 

Our nx>?pcioQ by the General and his son. a Cap- 
Uu\ in the Hon. dst India Company's servke. azkd 
by Oijipcaxn Knipe* civil aid. or^ secrecary. was xaosl 
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cordial ; and immediately followed by an invitatioa 
to dine with himself and family this evening at six 
o^clock ; but being already engaged to Mr. Solomon, 
the invitation was renewed for to-morrow, after we 
should have accomplished a visit to Long wood. 
Knovring that the Council of the Island was con* 
vening, and the Governor consequently occupied, 
after a short and agreeable interview, we took leave 
/or a more extensive survey of the town previous to 
the dinner hour of Mr. Solomon. 



LETTER IV. 

THS TOMB OV NAPOLXONy LQMOWOODi AND PliANTATIOV 

BOUSE. 

U. S. ihip Vineennes, Bay of Jamettown, I 
May Stb, 1830. \ 

Yesterday morning Captain Finch, Dr. Ma- 
lone, and myself took break&st with Dr. Price, the 
health officer of the port, and soon afterwards became 
mounted for an excursion to Longwood, and the re- 
sidence of General Dallas. 

After the ride of an hour, up the zig-zag roads cut 
in the surface of the hill — by which alone, on the 
one side of the glen or the other, the ascent to the 
mountainous country in the central parts of the isl- 
and can be made-;-we found ourselves beyond the 
highest p(nnt of land between Jamestown and Long- 
wood^ on the edge of a tremendous gulf of an oval 
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deration at a few inohes only nb&re the gieund i a 
monument nide and unadorned^ and in good keeping 
with the end of the ill-feted exile on whoaeboecxn it 
presses. 

After examining every point of interest— drinking 
of the water ef the spring, securing slips fiom the 
willows, inscribing our' names in an album in care 
of the keeper, and musing on the career and fete cf 
the conquerw over the little space of earth that akne 
of all his kingdoms is retained in his possessioiiy we 
remounted our horses ; and returning to the public 
road, proceeded round the head of the ravine by 
Hut's Gate to Longwood. 

The lodges and gate are a quarter of a mile or 
more from the house. The drive from th^m is 
straight and unornamented, except by a few strag- 
gling gum trees, and for the last few rods ascends 
gradually to the site of the buildings. The horse I 
rode, had been at no very remote period a famous 
racer. At different times during the ride from James 
Town, he had manifested some desire to give a spe- 
cimen of his fleetness, and the moment of passing 
the gate, probably from the frequency of his visits 
and familiarity with the ground, started at full 
speed with me ; and had my accoutrements been at 
all similar^ I should have arrived at Longwood much 
in the plight in which Gilpin found himself on the an- 
niversary of his wedding on alighting at Ware. The 
only result in this case, however, was a separation 
for the time, from my companions — by which I had 
an opportunity of looking round me for a few mo- 
ments while they were coming up, after having com- 
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nutted my horse to the care of one of three or four 
un^ms, ever ready on the ground for such employ- 
ment, ivLthfi daily yisits which the plantation now 
receives ftom strangers calling at the island. 

The general aspect of the establishment is that of 
an ordinary, shabby farm-house of stone, meanly 
stuccoed and irregularly built — the whole being in 
bad repair. IA>ng ranges of sheds for cattle, painted 
of a dismal color, line two sides of a large square 
cow-yard in which it is situated, while a third is 
formed by the kitchens, and offices of the principal 
house. The approach through this dirty inclosure, as 
a lawn, did not promise much for the interior ; but I 
most confess, that when— on being ushered from it 
through a door opening on the ground, with the an- 
nouncement '' this was the bed-room and dressing- 
room of tite emperor*^ — ^I found myself in a small, 
dark, and filthy stable, occupied by half a dozen 
horses, swarming with flies, and teeming with im- 
purity, I cotdd scarce suppress a flush of Indignant 
feeling, at the contempt and degradation which ap- 
peared thus, unnecessarily, to be cast upon the illus- 
trious, though, perhaps, justly unfortunate and un- 
happy, dead. 

I never was a warm admirer of the character of 
Bonaparte — while yet in my early infimcy, he had 
exehanged the greenness of his consular laurels for 
the gtitter of the diadem ; and in the days of my boy- 
ish politics, when his sceptre was extending widely 
over Europe, I regarded him principally as the proud 
usurps, whose ambition it was to triumph over the 
kingdoms of the earth, till he should beocnne the Die- 
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somely finished Tnaiwiion,.oakqlat<d xin dl 
to secure the eomfiirt of him for whom it ww de- 
fligiied. It is a quadrangle of stooei stueoood and 
painted yeUow, with a tooi of slate. The suite of 
ToowB for Bonaparte himself— consisting of a diningi 
a drawing, and abilliaid room, of a bieak&st parlor, 
library,bed-chamber,dre8sing apartments, and bath«~- 
is noUe and airy : as also are the parts intended fx 
Count Mouthokn and family. The whole stands 
unoccufMed and unfiiraidied'; and the government 
of the island are utterly at a loss to what purpose it 
can be best appropriated. 

Having thus completed our viril, after thanking 
Mr. Brdrie for his politeness, we remounted; and 
with a boy fcr our gpiide, est off for nastetion 
House, several miles distant en the opposite side of 
theMand. -.----■:■ 
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The central parts of St. Heleoa are as sitaigularly 
romantic and beautiful by nature, and as highly 
enriched by cultivation and art, as the extericMP^is for- 
bidding and desolate ; and after repassing Hut's Gate, 
our ride of two and a half hours, through thebosimi 
of a lovely little vale, adorned by several handsome 
mansions and neat cottages, and by a zig-zag roaA 
cut in the sides of a succession of verdant hills till 
we reached Diana's Peak, the highest pcMUt of the 
idandy and then descended again to the residence of 
Greneral Dallas, was interesting and ddightful, be- 
yond any anticipation we could have indulge^^'from 
every thing previously seen. Diana's Peak can be 
ascended on horseback till within a few^ roods of its 
summit. This consists of a jdatform of rock, man- 
tled with vines and shrubbery, and overhung by a few ^ 
low trees, from which the whole island is seen in 
bicdseye view with the ocean on every side — its fur- 
thest verge, at a distance of fifty or ^ixty miles, being 
scarce distinguishable from the sky. 

The scene, as looked down upon from this point, 
is one of the most unique, diversified, and beautiful, 
that can be imagined ; wanting only an icy pinnade 
and snow-capped summit, here and there, to make 
it a perfect Switzerland in miniature: and could a 
first sight of St. Helena be taken from Diana's Peak, 
or any of the surrounding points of view, it would be 
thought that the imperial exile had been the inhabit- 
ant of a paradise, rather than a priscnier on a desolate 
and barren rock. So strictly true is this^ of the 
romance and improvements of the interior, that the 
seat of Sir William Dovetoo, just beneath, on the 
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It Wtts'ikStf.feur o'doek wheawii am^wd J^-. 
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and whfiftt tmj imptqwion 10 at onoa kit, bat fSmt 
ofbaing in ih» Mi eapywn&ox U mB i^ 
art, that rafinasMnt, taste, and eb^ganoB^ oaed 
The hjooie fiKmta an eslenaiva dscolar ta^ 
ing giadnally ftr a half mfle or move toiWiaidi di» 
aaa; and terminating in an open tenaoe, befaodand 
btaeath which the ooeanioidy 10 to be a e on . w M r- 
on either aide it ie flanked I7 hnnriant 'gniifea ^ 
every growth, sweeping widely down a gentle decli- 
vity, emboMrering a cairiage drive of several miles 
extent, and screening entirely irom view, without 
obstructing a sight of the ocean, all the nakedness 
and defi^mity of the coast two or three miles distant 
The mansion itself is a spacious and substantial 
edifice, stuccoed and painted in imitation of stone ; 
reminding me, in its general aspect, of the seat of 
the honorable E. P. Livingsttm, at Clermont, on the 
Hudson. 

'We were received into a fine haH, furnished with 
a billiard taUe, by an aid-de^camp of the general ; 
and, having sent a change of clothes from the town, 
by a servant in the morning, were shown at once to 
rooms to dress for dinner, the first bell being just 
ringing. On re-entering the vestibule, we found the 
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governor, Captain DaUas, his son, and an aid, in rea- 
diness to conduct us to the drawing rooin ; where, on 
being presented to Mrs. Dallas and three daughters, 
to Miss Young, an intimate friend of the young 
ladies, to the honorable Mr. Brook^, senior member 
of the council of St. Helena, the Rev. Mr. Vernon, 
colonial chaplain, and to the gentlemen of the go- 
vernor's femily, we met one of those circles of refine- 
ment, el^ance, and accomplishments, which, after 
the intercourse even of an hour, are parted from with 
sincere regret. 

• We had been invited, with the greatest kindness 
and cordiality, to remain over the night ; and were 
not expected by the family to return to the ship till 
the fallowing day. It was therefore with no little 
chagrin, at nine o'clock, after a cup of tea, in an ele- 
gantly furnished Ubrary, from which the attractive 
display of an adjoining mugic room was seen, that I 
perceived Captain Finch making a bow, pourpren- 
dre congi, to Mrs. Dallas, just as I had entered into 
a conversation of much interest, with one of the most 
accomplished of the circle. 
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rushed over the beautiful bay towards the queen of 
the western world, resting brightly on her waters, in 
the evening lustre of a summer's sun. The green 
hills already behind us — ^the emerald islets studding 
the bosom of the harbor — the richly cultivated 
heights of Long Iriand and the Jersey shore, with the 
Hudson and her basaltic cliffs in the blue distance, 
never before looked half so lovely. And when — 
as we rapidly approached our destination, with the 
light sail of the news collector and fisherman, clus- 
tering rounid, and two noble steamboats, crowded with 
our feUow-citizens, if not with personal friends, who 
appeared from their looks to be participating with us 
in the exultation and thankfulness of our joy, passing 
by — the band, in appropriate and heart-felt strains, 
saluted our country and our home, with " Haii Co- 
lumbia! happy landP^ the power of association 
overcame the manliness of every other feeling, and I 
doubt whether, from the quarterdeck to the forecastle, 
a tearless eye was to be seen. 

An anchor had scarcely been dropped, before Cap- 
tain Finch, with his accustomed kindness, ordered 
his gig to be lowered to carry me to the city. > Like 
my companions, I had been without tidings from any 
of my friends, for more than a twelvemonth ; and I 
43hall be pardoned, at least by some of my readers, 
for adding one word upon the dispensations that 
awaited my landing. 

The intelligence of the first few minutes confirmed 
the forebodings of ill, which had sometimes, while 
at sea, given a cast of melancholy to a meditative 
hour. The object of attachment, to whom all I 



APPENDIX. 



Vol. If. 



31 



'ibb SUMMARY OF THE CRCISK 

tude, (supposed recent dBcoveries.) immediately lu 
ihe westward of the Sandwich group, which are im- 
|X)rtant (acts. Had they existed, as described, the 
Vinccnnes must have met them, for she literally 
passed over the space, which is allotted to their oc- 
cu|KLiic'\'. So further onward, in the Indian Ocean.- 
she ran for, and passed within a short distance of ar'), 
.sup|K)scd shoal, mentioned as having been seen froot^^' 
iliuHJiipSunroik, inl827. 

'rtiene islands and shoals, (it is to be remarked,^; ^ 
aic suited as being in the way in which a vessel has**';' 
iinavuidahly to go, in performing the circuit which i 
the Viiicuiinos hits accomplished ; ati4 alone furnish^. 

^M'pnnite from other considerations,) .ati almost suffi- 
rmxl inducement for our governiaent, to ■ fit out 
:m I'KiHulition for the exclusive determination of 
(ItHibtfuI isliiiuls, in the rout") pursued by our 
luuiirrous ivud oiiterprisiuir merchtints and traders. 
It" islaiul:^ oxist, ihore in.iy be also reefs, shoals, and 
lui'iiktM-s. Tho ivmoval of uncertainty on these heads. 
wouKi ii'lit'vo iiavii^nt )rs tVom some solicitude — which 
inuliM tluMUosi tUvoriuij^ r;riuimstaiices, is already suffi- 
«u'nily i:r<\u : aiul woulil also facilitate the voyages 
111 wliuU iliey aiii^ht U* en:^a«j:ed. The presumed 
t'xisit'uci* ot*a sfH)t oi' laiul i[i one's rout, produces a 
luMpK»\in^' circumspection, which often causes a de- 
\iaiion tVom a ilinvt piuh, reduction of canvas, rate of 
s;iirmg\ los.-? of favorable winds, exhaustion of sup- 
plies, di:«oanient, and prolvable disappointment in a 
niarkot) &c. 

The Yinceuned' voyage will 9er\'e to correct a ver} 

• fifeneral and common error — that it is an easv one tt» 
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a vessel, and of n duraikm to be computed with preci- 
sion. Neither is the &ct. None is more trying to a 
ship's hull, qualities, rigging, and spars ; and only 
such vessel, as is most perfect, ought to undertake it. 
The winds are not to be relied upon, with any con- 
fidence, either as to the actual points whence they may 
blow ; when or where to be met with ; or as to their 
•strength and continuance. In this opinion my Diary 
bears me out fully. We may have been unfortunate 
in the season, (however old sailors at Oahu said it 
V[hB (he best ;) for truly I never saw rougher seas or 
stronger blows any where, than we frequently met to 
the westward of the Ladrone Islands, in the northern 
part of the (Dhinese Sea, to the westward of Java- 
Head, and near the banks of Agulhas. If the weather 
had been of freezing temperature, the ship could 
scarcely have been taken care of or managed. 

The opportunity which has been enjoyed by the 
officers, of personal acquaintance with places, inspec- 
tion of coasts and ports, and the knowledge acquired 
as to the stores, supplies, and refreshments to be ob- 
tained, are considerations of weight ; and in the event 
of war, 'or other enterprises, may avail the nation 
greatly. Another result is, the demonstiation of the 
practicabiBty of preserving, for a vcty long period of 
confinement at sea, a crowded crew, in an accustomed 
state of health. 

If another vessel shouU return home from the 
western coast of America, by the way of the Islands 
in the Pacific * ocean — (a frigate ought not to be 
ordered ; because the islands, except Oahu, do not 

' * * Pacini h deriaihly a misnomer. 
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afford proper harbors and shdter ; and there the water 
18 too shoal for a frigate) — ^it will be useful to 
allow her more time, and to start sooner, say in April, 
than the Yinceunes. It might prove beneficial also 
to give her a latitude for observation, so as to pass over 
those routs of trade which are adopted, when the 
regular season by the established channels has been 
forfeited — I mean what is termed the eastern passage 
to and from China and India, and the various straits 
conducting to these countries. For this purpose, 
however, a ship ought to be more especially found . 
and furnished in all particulars, than the Yincennes 
was ; which vessel was adapted for the purposes of 
a stationary cruiser only — that is, her operations were 
originally expected to be confined to a limited extent, 
of a well known coast. That the Yincennes has 
seen nothing remarkable, is to be attributed to the 
fact, that there now remains in her rout nothing 
wonderful to be seen ; but the field is yet open for the 
confirmation or refutation of what has already been 
declared to have been seen or met with. The good 
effects of the tour, in other respects, can be best de- 
duced, (and will at once exhibit themselves,) from the 
various reports which I have made, and the commu- 
nications of other persons which cwjcompany m\ 
statements and remarks. 

Respectfully submitted. 

W. C. B. Finch, 

At sea, May 20tk, 1830. 

The Hon. the Secretary of the Navy. 
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